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THE    COLOJWIAL  ISSUE 

of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  fixed  for  April  28.  Ever 
since  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  was  established  nearly  fifty 
years  ago  it  has  enjoyed  an  increasing  Colonial  and  foreign 
circulation  ;  but,  in  response  to  a  want  in  the  trade  which  was 
felt  many  years  ago,  it  was  decided  to  bring  out  a 
Colonial  Issue  in  the  spring,  having  an  extra  circulation  to  the 
Colonies  and  other  important  centres  abroad  in  addition  to 
the  home  distribution.  The  first  number  was  brought  out  in 
April  1891,  and  the  issue  has  gained  popularity  ever  since. 
It  brings  buyers  in  remote  parts  of  the  Empire  into  direct 
contact  with  the  home  firms.  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  has 
from  its  first  issues  made  a  point  of  developing  Colonial  trade, 
and  this  annual  issue,  instituted  fifteen  years  ago,  has  proved 
one  of  the  best  means  at  the  service  of  the  advertising 
firms  for  furthering  their  business  interests.  There  is  no  other 
well  established  and  organised  bond-fide  paid  subscription 
circulation  to  the  Colonies  such  as  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist's available,  and  it  will  be  included  in  the  Colonial  Issue 
on  April  28.  The  issue  will  cover  most  of  the  buyers  (and  the 
best  of  all)  in  India,  Ceylon,  Straits  Settlements,  and  other 
East  Indian  places,  China,  Japan,  New  Zealand,  Australia, 
South  Africa,  and  other  British  parts  of  Africa,  as  well  as 
British  possessions  generally.  It  is  an  issue  that  no  house 
desirous  of  publicity  and  improvement  of  their  business  con- 
nection should  miss.  They  should  drop  a  postcard  to  the 
Publisher  for  a  convincing  booklet  about  the  trade  possibilities 
covered  by  it. 


Summary. 

The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  important 
matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance  what 
has  happened  during  the  week.  Seealso  "  Contents"  in  the  first 
column. 

The  approach  of  Good  Friday  compels  us  to  go  to  press  a 
day  earlier  this  week.  This  issue,  therefore,  contains  news 
up  to  Wednesday  only. 

The  draft  regulations  as  to  licensing  under  the  Pharmacy 
and  Poisons  Bill  promised  by  Lord  Crewe  are  printed  on 
p.  557.  They  reach  us  when  closing  for  press,  and  our 
readers  will  observe  that  they  embody  fresh  reasons  for  then- 
most  urgent  consideration  of  the  agricultural  poisons  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Henry  Barton,  of  Brighton,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
remarkable  pharmacists  in  England,  died  this  week  (p.  575). 

Indoor  Living  of  shop  assistants  is  one  of  the  subjects  which 
a  select  committee  on  the  Truck  Acts  is  to  look  into  (p.  565). 

The  French  Prescription  printed  last  week  has  proved  to  bo 
a  good  exercise  for  juniors,  and  three  prizes  are  awarded 
(p.  566). 

Diachylon  is  not  to  be  scheduled  as  a  poison.  The  Home 
Secretary  has  said  so  in  the  House  of  Commons  (p.  565).  Wo 
wonder  why?  (p.  570). 

A  Pharmaceutical  Council  election  competition  is  an- 
nounced on  p.  564.  Wo  want  predictions  of  the  poll  to  bo 
written  on  postcards  and  sent  to  us. 

A  Bill  regulating  the  practice  of  sight-testing  has  been  intro- 
duced into  the  House  of  Lords.  An  abstract  of  it  is  given  on 
p.  565  and  a  criticism  on  p.  569. 

The  New  Australian  Trade  Descriptions  Act  is  of  interest 
to  those  having  business  relations  with  the  Commonwealth. 
The  essential  particulars  are  given  on  p.  559. 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  shows  sympathy 
with  the  contention  that  all  British  patents  should  be  worked 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  He  received  a  deputation  on  the 
subject  (p.  565). 

Home-made  Galenicals  is  the  title  of  a  paper  by  Mr.  M.  H. 
Stiles,  of  Doncaster,  which  contains  a  lot  of  good  reading  and 
practical  information,  including  sketches  of  stills  and  formulae 
for  concentrated  infusions,  etc.  (p.  571). 

B.Sc  (Pharm.)  is  to  be  granted  by  the  Glasgow  University, 
the  only  Scotch  one  which  is  to  provide  a  curriculum  for  it. 
Professor  Stockman  informs  us  that  it  will  be  a  year  before 
the  pharmacy  department  is  ready  (p.  556). 

The  Council  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ire- 
land last  week  was  naturally  jubilant,  as  the  members  of  tho 
recent  deputation  re  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  wero 
able  to  tell  of  their  success  in  regard  to  it  (p.  560). 

The  Spirit  Question  is  again  acute  among  Cape  chemists, 
and  we  report  a  meeting  held  in  East  London  at  which  somo 
interesting  information  was  given,  and  a  resolution  opposing 
additional  import-duty  on  tinctures  was  passed  (p.  558). 

"  Xrayser's  "  topics  are  Lord  Crewe's  seven  years'  suspen- 
sion of  the  titles  question  as  regards  old  companies ;  tho 
wholesale  co-ops.;  the  "frank  discussion"  in  Edinburgh; 
diachylon;  and  the  words  "medicine"  and  "menstruum" 
(p.  567). 

Antimony,  citric  acid,  nitrate  of  soda,  and  chamomiles  are 
again  dearer.  Cod-liver  oil  is  nominally  higher,  as  last  week's 
fishing  was  poor.  Menthol  and  peppermint  oil  are  firmer. 
Quinine  flat,  opium  quiet,  and  morphine  steady.  Senega, 
slippery  elm,  and  bayberry  are  a  little  cheaper  (p.  681). 


Association  and  Society  'Business. 

Mr.  John  H.  Chaplin,  President  of  the  Wakefield  Chemists' 
Association,  is  the  subject  in  our  Winter  Session  portrait 
gallery  (p.  576). 

Reports  of  meetings  of  eighteen  Metropolitan  and  provin- 
cial chemists'  associations  are  printed.  Subjects  common  to 
most  of  them  have  been  pharmacy  legislation  and  tho 
P.A.T.A.  co-operative  boycott  (p.  576). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  an  evening  meeting  at 
Bloomsbury  Square  on  Tuesday,  when  Mr.  Julian  Baker  gave 
a  lecture  on  fermentation. 

Several  good  subjects  were  discussed  at  the  Chemical 
Society's  last  meeting  (p.  575). 

The  Yorkshire  Section  of  the  Society  of  Chemieaf  Industry 
has  chosen  a  pharmacist  as  Chairman  (Mr  F.  W.  Branson). 
The  depreciation  and  rating  of  machinery  were  discussed  at 
the  Nottingham  meeting  (p.  574). 
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£,©eal  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

Last  week  at  Yarmouth  the  double- fronted  shop  on 
Feathers  Plain,  Gorleston,  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  S. 
Venables,  chemist  and  druggist,  was  sold  by  public  auction 
for  5901. 

At  the  Lindsey  Quarter  Sessions  on  April  tf,  a  farm 
labourer,  named  Bingley,  was  sent  to  penal  servitude  for 
three  years  for  poisoning  three  of  his  master's  cattle  by 
mixing  weed-killer  with  the  cattle-food. 

Richard  Hestor,  who,  for  a  practical  joke,  gave  a  tablet 
of  methylene  blue  to  a  barmaid,  again  appeared  at  West- 
minster Police  Court  on  April  10,  but  as  he  has  paid  25/. 
compensation,  as  well  as  the  barmaid's  doctor's  bill  and  legal 
expenses,  the  summons  was  withdrawn. 

The  Oxford  City  Council  have  granted  a  licence  to  Mr. 
G.  Claridge  Druce,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  to  demise  the 
premises  at  118  High  Street,  Oxford,  which  he  holds  under 
a  lease  of  forty  years  from  1884,  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Bellamy, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  Hamilton  Street,  Grimsby,  for  the 
remainder  of  the  term  of  the  lease. 

Proprietary  Articles . 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Proprietary  Articles  Sub-Section 
of  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  was  held  at  the  pre- 
mises, Oxford  Court,  E.G.,  on  Monday,  April  9.  The 
objects  of  the  association  were  fully  explained,  and  it  was 
proposed  to  form  an  Executive  Committee.  The  principal 
houses  in  the  various  sections  of  the  proprietary  articles  were 
represented,  including  toilet-articles,  medicinal  articles, 
dietetic  articles,  etc.,  and  the  following  Executive  Com- 
mittee was  provisionally  appointed,  with  power  to  add  to 
their  number,  with  Mr.  John  C.  Umney  (Wright's  coal-tar 
soap)  as  chairman  :  Messrs.  Goodall.  Backhouse  &  Co..  Allen 
&  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  Idris  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Scott  &  Bowne,  Ltd., 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  Steedman  &  Sons,  C.  Goodall  & 
Sons,  Winsor  &  Newton,  Day  &  Martin,  Ltd.,  Lever  Bros., 
Ltd.,  and  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd. 

To  Smash  the  P.A.T.A. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Birstall  Co-operative 
Society  the  President  (Mr.  J.  G.  Gomersal)  stated  that  the 
committee  had  received  from  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  a  communication  respecting  the  Proprietary  Articles 
Trade  Association  and  the  sale  of  proprietary  medicines. 
He  said  the  Wholesale  Society  had  hitherto  purchased  these 
articles  from  the  manufacturers  and  wholesale  dealers,  but 
the  society  had  now  been  given  to  understand  that  a  certain 
price  would  be  put  on  the  articles,  and  there  was  to  be 
no  reduction.  Co-operation,  he  added,  is  now  on  too  sound 
a  footing  to  be  dictated  to  by  any  association. 

Contracts. 

A  further  list  of  contracts  settled  is  appended  : 

Hereford  Corporation. — Mr.  John  Walker,  Widemarsh 
Street,  Hereford,  to  be  chemist. 

Macclesfield  Corporation. — Messrs.  Wood  &  Pass,  for 
druggists'  sundries  to  the  hospital. 

Romford  Urban  Council. — Mr.  J.  W.  Lasham,  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist,  Romford,  for  disinfectants. 

King's  Lynn  Guardians. — Mr.  Wallace  W.  Crisp,  chemist 
and  druggist,  for  drugs  and  druggists'  sundries. 

Folkestone  Corporation. — Messrs.  Snowdon,  Sons  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  London,  for  disinfectants  at  10^d.  per  gal. 

Bedford  Guardians. — Messrs.  Anthony  &  Son,  chemists, 
and  Mr.  J.  H.  Lloyd,  chemist  and  druggist,  for  drugs. 

Westminster  City  Council. — Messrs.  H.  Heydon  &  Co., 
for  disinfectants  to  the  Highways  Department  of  the 
Council. 

Barnstaple  Guardians. — Mr.  J.  P.  Inch,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Barnstaple,  for  cod-liver  oil  at  4s.  per  gal.,  and 
quinine  at  Is.  Zd.  per  oz. 

Sheffield  Town  Council. — Messrs.  J.  Clark  &  Co.  and 
Messrs.  J.  T.  Dobb  &  Son.  chemists  and  druggists,  for  oils, 
paints,  etc.,  for  the  Tramways  and  Health  Committees. 
Analysts'  Affairs. 

The  Hampstead  Borough  Council  has  recommended  that 
Mr.  A.  W.  Stokes  be  reappointed  public  analyst  at  a  salary 


of  50/.,  with  a  fee  of  10s.  6d.  for  each  analysis,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Mr.  Sidney  Harvey,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Canterbury,  has  been  appointed  analyst  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  for  the  borough  of  Folkestone, 
with  a  fee  of  10s.  6d.  for  each  analysis. 

The  report  of  the  Sheffield  city  analyst  for  the  quarter 
ended  March  31  shows  that  of  204  samples  examined  three 
of  camphorated  oil  were  genuine,  one  sample  of  sweet  spirit 
of  nitre  was  properly  prepared,  but  another  was  deficient  in 
ethyl  nitrite.  Four  out  of  five  samples  of  compound  liquorice 
powder  were  properly  prepared,  but  the  remaining  sample 
contained  an  admixture  of  not  less  than  5  per  cent,  of  ground 
olive  stones. 

Early  Closing. 

All  the  chemists  of  Leicester  have  definitely  agreed  to 
close  on  Thursdays  at  2  r.M.  for  the  day  during  the  summer 
months,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  innovation  will  hold  good 
all  the  year  round. 

A  draft  closing  order  under  the  Shop-hours  Act  for 
chemists  has  been  issued  by  Darlington  Town  Council,  the 
hours  of  closing  being  7.30  p.m.  on  Monday,  Tuesday, 
Thursday,  and  Friday ;  1  r.M.  on  Wednesday ;  and  10  p.m. 
on  Saturday.  The  week-days  preceding  Good  Friday,  New 
Year's  Day,  and  Christmas  Day  are  counted  as  a  Saturday. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  West  Ham  Corporation  on  April  10, 
the  recommendation  of  the  West  Ham  and  District  Chemists' 
Association  "that  in  the  order  proposed  to  be  made  under 
the  Shop-hours  Act  under  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
Council  on  the  Committee's  recommendation,  dated  Decem- 
ber 8  last,  the  Thursdays  preceding  Good  Friday  and 
Christmas  Day  should  be  excluded  from  the  early-closing 
requirement"  was  adopted. 

Accepting  the  Conditions. 
In  November  last  the  will  was  proved  of  Mr.  John  Eyton 
Williams,  formerly  chemist  and  druggist,  Chester,  and 
later  a  director  of  the  Halkyn  Mining  Co.,  who,  out  of  his 
fortune  of  34,866/.,  made  munificent  bequests  to  Welsh 
national  education.  A  sum  of  10,000/.  was  left  to  the 
University  of  Wales,  and  another  of  like  amount  to  the 
University  College  of  North  Wales  at  Bangor,  subject  to 
conditions  of  a  theological  nature.  The  Universities  hesi- 
tated to  accept  on  these  conditions,  but  have  now  agreed. 

Sheffield  Notes. 
The  Plans  Sub-Committee  of  the  Highway  and  Sewerage 
Committee    have    approved    a    plan    of    alterations  at 
No.  284  Shalesmoor  for  Messrs.  Boots  Ltd. 

Mr.  Charles  S.  Richards,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  has 
been  with  Mr.  H.  G.  Williams  at  118  The  Moor  for  some 
time  past,  is  leaving  Sheffield  to  take  a  business  in  Birming- 
ham. The  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  are  thus  losing  their 
energetic  Hon.  Secretary,  in  whose  place  they  have  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Alf.  Preston,  of  338  Abbeydale  Road. 

Sheffield  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club. 
A  general  meeting  of  the  club  was  held  at  the  Montgomery 
Hall  on  April  9,  Mr.  R.  D.  Douglas  (President)  in  the  chair. 
The  arrangements  for  the  coming  cricket  season  were  dis- 
cussed, the  following  being  appointed  a  general  management 
committee  :  Messrs.  A.  R.  Fox,  J.  G.  Jackson,  H.  G. 
Williams,  P.  Carr,  Weatherall,  Parrott,  Whitworth,  J.  T. 
Appleton,  with  the  President  and  Hon.  Secretary.  Mr. 
Twelves  (Whittington  Moor)  was  reappointed  captain  and 
Mr.  Weatherall  vice-captain,  they,  with  the  Hon.  Secretary, 
being  appointed  a  sub-committee  to  arrange  matches,  choose 
teams,  etc.  Messrs.  Carter  and  Harold  Cox  were  made 
members  of  the  club.  The  Treasurer  (Mr.  Whitworth)  re- 
ported a  balance  in  hand  of  4/.  10s. 

Fires. 

Damage  estimated  at  about  20.000/.  was  caused  by  a 
fire  which  broke  out  on  April  7  at  one  of  the  oil-mills 
owned  by  Mr.  Grindle  at  Newland,  Hull.  A  quantity  of 
cotton-seed  was  destroyed,  together  with  some  valuable 
machinery. 

A  fire  broke  out  on  April  7  in  a  rubbish-heap  at  the  rear 
of  the  premises  occupied  by  Messrs.  Reade  Bros.,  Ltd., 
manufacturing  chemists,  Victoria  Street,  Wolverhampton. 
Fortunately  the  outbreak  was  promptly  extinguished  by  the 
Corporation  Fire-brigade  ;  but  a  warehouse  in  which  was 
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stored  a  considerable  quantity  of  combustible  materials— 
oils,  varnish,  acids,  etc. — was  for  a  time  in  great  jeopardy. 

An  explosion  of  alcohol,  followed  by  a  slight  tire,  occurred 
on  April  10  in  the  laboratory  of  Dr.  W.  Martindale,  at 
10  New  Cavendish  Street,  London,  W.  The  prime  cause  of 
the  occurrence  was  the  boiling  over  of  some  Canada  balsam, 
and  the  fire  was  quite  extinguished  by  the  staff  fire-brigade 
long  before  the  fire-engine  arrived.  The  report  in  one  of  the 
evening  papers  of  "  the  employes  escaping  from  the  burning 
buildings  "  was,  Dr.  Martindale  informs  us,  "  all  nonsense." 
Midland  Notes. 

Mr.  Frederick  Barlow,  178  Balsall  Heath  Road,  Birming- 
ham, chemist,  has  been  appointed  overseer  of  the  parish  of 
Balsall  Heath. 

Tenders  are  invited  for  the  purchase  of  the  goodwill, 
fixtures,  etc.,  of  a  chemist's  shop  established  forty  years  in 
the  main  street  of  Walsall,  owing  to  death  of  late  pro- 
prietor. 

The  old-established  business  of  Mr.  Thomas  Beech,  High 
Street,  King's  Heath,  was  to  be  sold  by  auction  on  Wednes- 
day, April  11 — if  not  in  one  lot,  then  piecemeal.  Mr.  Beech 
is  retiring  from  pharmacy  owing  to  age. 

The  Bearwood  district,  now  that  the  City  Council  has 
acquired  Warley  Woods  and  Park  for  all  time  by  purchase, 
has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  builders,  and  street  upon  street 
is  being  crowded  with  residences.  Consequently  chemists 
have  begun  to  grow  numerically.  What  with  qualified  and 
unqualified  proprietors  of  pharmacies  it  must  be  at  present 
a  bit  of  a  struggle  to  cope  with  the  ever-increasing  municipal 
and  imperial  taxation  in  that  quarter. 

The  Gastric  Ulcer. 

At  Stafford  on  April  4,  Mr.  S.  W.  Morgan,  Deputy- 
Coroner,  held  an  inquiry  at  the  infirmary  touching  the  death 
of  Emily  Baker  (15).  Deceased,  according  to  evidence,  had 
bought  some  pills  and  cream  which  she  saw  advertised  for 
"pretty  faces  and  a  cure  for  freckles."  After  taking  the 
pills  she  became  ill,  and  commenced  to  vomit  blood.  Dr. 
McLeod  Miller,  who  was  called  in,  thought  she  was  suffering 
from  gastric  ulcer.  She  was  taken  to  the  infirmary,  where 
an  operation  was  performed,  but  no  ulcer  was  found.  The 
girl  died,  and  a  ■post-mortem  examination  disclosed  the 
presence  of  an  ulcer  of  recent  formation  in  the  stomach. 
The  cause  of  death  was  said  to  be  due  to  shock  and  exhaus- 
tion, following  bleeding  from  the  ulcer.  There  was  no 
reason,  said  the  doctor,  that  he  could  tell,  other  than  an 
irritant,  to  cause  the  ulcer.  It  was  possible  that  if  a  pill 
containing  an  irritant  got  caught  in  the  folds  of  the  mucous 
membrane  it  would  set  up  irritation,  causing  the  ulcer. 
But  it  was  most  likely  that  the  pill  would  go  straight  into 
the  stomach.  The  inquest  was  adjourned  for  further  in- 
quiries. 

The  G.P.O.  and  the  Metric  System. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office  has  informed  the  Decimal 
Association  that  letters  addressed  to  France  and  Germany, 
weighing  more  than  5  oz.  but  not  more  than  15  grams,  if 
only  stamped  2^d.  are  not  surcharged.  Although  the  dif- 
ference in  weight  is  but  small  (about  5  per  cent.),  still  the 
fact  should  be  generally  known,  because  letters  are  fre- 
quently stamped  with  bd.  which,  under  this  ruling  of  the 
Post  Office,  would  go  for  2^d. 

Wine-licences. 

The  Worcestershire  Licensing  Committee  have  granted 
the  application  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Hedges,  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  King's  Heath,  to  remove  his  off  wine-licence  to  new 
premises  in  the  High  Street. 

The  Surrey  Licensing  Committee  have  confirmed  licences 
for  the  sale  of  medicated  wines  to  Mrs.  Olive  Tottle,  High 
Street,  Epsom ;  to  Mr.  W.  B.  King,  chemist  and  druggist, 
High  Street,  Sutton ;  to  Mr.  W.  R.  Wheeler,  chemist  and 
druggist,  High  Street,  Wimbledon;  and  to  Mr.  C.  J.  R. 
Pretty,  chemist  and  druggist,  Park  Parade,  Wimbledon. 

"  Prescribing." 
At  Paddington  on  April  9,  Mr.  W.  Schroder  resumed  the 
inquest  on  the  body  of  Katldeen  McKenery  (10),  who  be- 
came ill  after  eating  herrings.  The  mother  took  deceased 
to  a  chemist,  who  gave  her  a  mixture.  The  child  grew 
worse,  and  died  on  April  3.— Dr.  J.  L.  Angus  (who  made  a 
■post-mortem)  found  that  the  brain  was  congested,  and  that 
death  was  due  to  coma.    He  thought  it  was  a  case  not  of 


ptomaine-poisoning,  but  of  bacteriological  poisoning. — Dr. 
Altindon,  of  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  said  he  had  treated  the 
deceased  girl  for  vomiting.  The  mixture  given  the  child 
before  medical  advice  was  sought  had  masked  the  symptoms, 
and  placed  him  at  a  disadvantage  in  making  his  diagnosis. — 
The  chemist  who  supplied  the  mixture  stated  that  the  de- 
ceased girl's  mother  asked  for  a  powder,  and  he  advised  a 
mixture  instead.  He  did  not  call  that  prescribing. — Dr. 
Angus,  recalled,  said  the  amount  of  opium  in  the  mixture 
would  not  make  matters  worse,  but  did  no  good. — The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  natural  death,  and  added  a  ridefl 
stating  that  it  was  unwise  for  chemists,  in  the  case  of  serious 
illness,  to  prescribe  without  advising  early  medical  attend- 
ance.— The  chemist  said  that  chemists  usually  did  advise 
that  a  doctor  should  be  sent  for,  but  in  this  case  the  practice 
was  not  followed. 

A  correspondent  has  pointed  out  in  a  Manchester  news- 
paper that  the  idea  of  a  chemist  prescribing  being  guilty  of 
an  offence  exists  "  entirely  in  the  Manchester  Coroner's 
imagination."  He  says  that  anybody  can  prescribe,  and 
adds  that  "  all  chemists  are  qualified  men." 


3risb  Ittcws. 

Local  newspapers  containing'  marked  items  of  news  interesti  ug 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  tha  Editor. 


Fire. 

An  oil-store  belonging  to  Mr.  J.  S.  Corcoran,  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist.  76  Talbot  Street,  Dublin,  took  fire  on  April  5. 
The  Fire-brigade  soon  extinguished  the  fire,  but  damage  to 
the  extent  of  30/.  was  done. 

Chemist-Postmaster. 

Mr.  Alfred  Charles  Loton,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of 
the  Parkgate  Medical  Hall,  Dublin,  has  been  appointed 
postmaster  of  the  Parkgate  Street  Post  Office.  Mr.  Loton 
was  formerly  connected  with  Messrs.  Price's  pharmacy, 
26  Clare  Street,  Dublin. 

".God  Save  the  King." 

At  a  meeting  last  week  of  the  Committee  of  Convocation 
of  the  Royal  University  of  Ireland,  the  Clerk  of  Convoca- 
tion. Mr.  Charles  Doyle,  K.C.,  reported  that  he  had  re- 
ceived from  Dr.  J.  McWalter,  M.A.,  a  notice  of  resolution 
for  the  meeting  to  be  held  on  April  20  to  the  effect  that  the 
British  National  Anthem  should  be  omitted  from  public 
functions  of  the  University  as  it  has  "a  certain  party 
significance."  The  Committee  decided  that  it  is  not  desir- 
able to  bring  forward  such  a  motion,  and  directed  the  Clerk 
to  omit  it  from  the  agenda. 

Contract  Troubles. 
The  L.G.B.  have  written  to  a  number  of  boards  of: 
guardians  on  the  subject  of  medicine-contracts,  agreeing  to 
allow  recoupment  in  the  case  of  contracts  accepted  which 
are  not  the  lowest  where  the  margin  is  small ;  but  in  other 
cases  they  have  refused  the  recoupment.  Kilmacthomas 
Union  comes  within  the  latter  category,  and  so  does  Ros- 
common. In  the  case  of  Roscommon  the  L.G.B.  decline  to 
allow  Messrs.  Clarke  &  Co.  to  bring  their  price  down  to  that 
of  Messrs.  Sumner  &  Co.  (Liverpool),  and  they  call  on  the. 
Guardians  to  accept  the  tender  of  the  English  firm.  The 
Guardians  are  repeating  their  request  to  the  L.G.B.  to  put 
them  on  the  same  level  as  Limerick,  Killarney,  and  Newry, 
where  the  lowest  tenders  were  not  accepted. 


Scotch  IRcws. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  William  Harper,  who  was  apprenticed  to  Mr.  John 
Reid.  chemist,  Forfar,  and  is  still  an  assistant  with  him, 
has  distinguished  himself  at  the  Dundee  University  College 
this  session.  Among  the  honours  he  has  gained  is  the  medal 
in  chemistry,  which  carries  with  it  the  Carnelly  prize.  He 
has  also  passed  the  Intermediate  B.Sc.  (St.  Andrews)  ex- 
amination. 
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Fire. 

On  Thursday  afternoon,  April  5,  a  fire  broke  out  in  a 
candle-store  at  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Ogston  &  Tennant, 
Ltd.,  Loch  Street,  Aberdeen,  and,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of 
the  Fire-l  rigade,  the  fire  spread  towards  the  Young  Street 
pi  en  ises  :  but  in  an  hour  it  was  got  under.  The  store  was 
gutted,  the  damage  done  being  estimated  at  1,000/. 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Golf  Club. 

This  club  commenced  its  season's  programme  on  Wednes- 
day, April  4,  by  a  match  between  teams  representing  the 
Captain  and  Hon.  Secretary,  which  was  played  over  the 
course  of  the  Insurance  and  Banking  Golf  Club  at  Dudding- 
stone.  The  Captain's  team  was  victorious  by  three  matches, 
representing  ten  holes.  The  outing  was  thoroughly  en- 
joyed by  a  large  company.  The  club  has  been  drawn  against 
Priestfield  in  the  first  round  of  the  Dispatch  Trophy  Com- 
petition. 

Licences. 

At  Edinburgh  Licensing  Court  on  Tuesday,  April  10, 
the  following  chemists  were  granted  a  renewal  of  their 
certificates  for  the  sale  of  liquors  :  Mr.  G.  D.  Mackay,  for 
John  Mackay  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  wholesale  chemists,  Canning 
Street,  grocer's  licence;  Mr.  Robert  Dick,  for  the  wholesale 
premises  of  Messrs.  Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.,  South  Back 
Canongate,  grocer's  licence;  Mr.  Wm.  Inman,  for  Inman's 
Stores,  Ltd.,  a  wine-licence  for  the  following  premises  : 
1  South  Clerk  Street,  12  Earl  Grey  Street,  46  Leith  Street, 
16  Nicolson  Street,  and  48  Shandwick  Place;  Mr.  J.  A. 
Gibson,  for  Gibson  &  Co.,  19  South  Clerk  Street,  wine- 
licence  ;  and  Mr.  James  Stott,  for  Messrs.  Pinkerton, 
Gibson  &  Co.,  wholesale  chemists,  Thistle  Street,  North 
Lane,  East,  grocer's  licence. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

Messrs.  Frazer  &  Green,  Ltd.,  chemists  and  druggists, 
Buchanan  Street  and  branches,  Glasgow,  have  just  issued 
their  spring  and  summer  price-list,  consisting  of  over  fifty 
pages  of  printed  matter. 

An  important  proposal  is  at  present  engaging  the  atten- 
tion of  co-operators  throughout  Glasgow,  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  matter  will  be  formally  brought  before  the  various 
societies  for  discussion  and  report.  The  idea  is  that  all 
the  Glasgow  societies  should  combine  for  the  purpose  of 
appointing  medical  men  for  the  exclusive  service  of  the 
entire  membership,  and  that  the  societies  should  also  open 
their  own  chemists'  shops.  It  is  stated  that  there  are  at 
least  between  50,000  and  60,000  co-operative  members 
throughout  the  city  and  suburbs,  and  that  to  meet  the 
requirements  some  twelve  or  thirteen  medical  appointments 
would  have  to  be  made.  The  subject  is  being  eagerly  dis- 
cussed in  an  informal  manner,  but  there  is  every  proba- 
bility that  it  will  be  brought  directly  before  the  leading 
societies  at  an  early  date. 

Glasgow  University  Pharmacy  Degree 

Glasgow  University  General  Council  at  its  half-yearly 
meeting  last  week  approved  of  the  draft  Ordinance  for  the 
institution  in  connection  with  Glasgow  University  of  a 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Pharmacy  (B.Se.Pharm.). 
Some  discussion  took  place  at  the  meeting  on  the  report  of 
the  Business  Committee  on  this  matter,  which  was  as 
follows  : 

The  committee  are  not  unanimous  as  to  the  appropriate- 
ness of  the  term  ''Pharmacy"  as  compared  with  the  term 
"  Pharmacology." 

In  Clause  X.  (2)  it  is  enacted  that  all  candidates  for  the 
proposed  degree  must  "  already  bo  chemists  and  druggists 
registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  1852  and  1868."  The 
committee  think  it  undesirable  that  membership  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  should  be  made  an  essential  pre- 
liminary of  receiving  the  proposed  degree. 

The  committee  suggest  that  the  foregoing  be  transmitted 
to  the  University  Court  as  the  Council's  representation  in 
reference  to  the  draft  Ordinance,  and  a  motion  will  be  made 
accordingly. 

Dr.  Hutchison,  in  moving  that  Clause  X.  be  sent  back  to 
the  University  Court  for  reconsideration,  said  it  was 
the  only  degree  connected  with  the  University  in  which 
a  candidate  must  already  be  something  or  other  besides  a 
student  of  the  University  of  Glasgow.  It  struck  some 
members  of  the  committee  that  this  was  a  novelty  which 
should  not  be  encouraged. — Dr.  Dyer  moved  the  adoption 
of  the  Ordinance  as  it  stood. — Dr.  McVail,  the  Convener 


of  the  committee  that  drafted  the  Ordinance,  seconded  in 
its  entirety.  He  said  there  was  a  very  particular  reason 
that  those  who  got  this  degree  should  be  members,  in  the 
meantime  at  all  events,  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and 
that  was  for  reasons  of  discipline.  It  was  an  awkward 
thing  to  grant  a  professional  decree,  the  possession  of  which 
must  necessarily  give  the  public  confidence  in  the  owner 
of  the  degree,  and  that  person  to  be  under  no  kind  of  dis- 
cipline. He  thought  it  would  be  a  pity  meantime  for  the 
University  to  grant  degrees  to  men  who  were  not  already 
in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. — Dr.  Dyer's  amendment 
approving  of  the  Ordinance  was  carried  by  seventeen  to 
thirteen. 


jfrcneb  IWcws. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent  ) 


Mustard  Oil  as  an  Antiseptic. — M.  Dor,  of  Lyon3, 
recommends  forty  drops  of  essential  oil  of  mustard,  well 
shaken  in  one  litre  of  water,  as  a  capital  antiseptic.  He  has 
used  it  for  preserving  anatomical  specimens.  If  the  water 
be  replaced  by  a  7-per-l,000  solution  of  sodium  chloride,  the 
specimens  retain  their  normal  aspect.  He  thinks  the 
aqueous  solution  might  serve  for  injecting  cadavers  used  for 
dissection,  and  also  as  a  surgical  antiseptic. 

Non-committal. — The  recent  discussion  in  England  as  to 
the  violet  as  a  remedy  for  cancer  has,  of  course,  been  noticed 
by  the  French  Press.  The  "Petit  Parisien  "  sagely  re- 
marks :  "Of  course,  the  exact  mechanism  of  this  cancer- 
cure  is  unknown.  But  as  scientific  medicine  has  not  suc- 
ceeded in  curing  cancer,  we  see  no  reason  why  this  empirical 
remedy,  the  infusion  of  violets,  should  not  be  tried.  It  may 
succeed,  and  in  any  case  can  do  no  harm." 

No  More  Drunkards. — "  Lazarine "  is  a  remedy  an- 
nounced as  a  certain  cure  for  alcoholism.  The  advertise- 
ment states  :  "  Any  drunkard  (alcoholic)  not  cured  with  six 
boxes  (maximum)  will  receive  free  of  charge  as  many  boxes 
as  are  necessary  to  complete  his  cure.  See  our  circular." 
It  is  true  the  box  costs  10  francs  (Qs.),  but  any  temperance 
advocate  will  admit  that  to  reform  drunkards  at  48s. 
apiece  would  be  a  sound  national  investment. 

A  Pharmacy  M.P.  Scores — The  distilling  of  alcohol 
was  discussed  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  last  week, 
the  change  of  Government  having  reopened  the  question  of 
excise.  M.  Cazeneuve,  the  well-known  pharmaceutical 
Deputy  of  Lyons,  induced  the  Chamber  to  vote  an  additional 
article,  applying  the  punishments  provided  by  the  Law  of 
June  21,  1873,  to  adulterators  of  wine  and  illicit  distillers. 
A  number  of  other  additional  clauses,  proposed  by  other 
deputies,  were  all  rejected  or  postponed. 

President  and  Puffists. — The  "reclame"  or  news 
column  advertisement  seems  to  be  as  popular  as  ever  in  the 
French  daily  Press.  Here,  for  instance,  are  two  brief  ex- 
tracts from  notices  of  the  Cattle  Show  now  being  held  in 
Paris  : 

M.  Fallieres  was  much  interested  in  M.  S  's  show  of 

filters.  .  .  the  exhibitor  gave  him  explanations  on  Steriline, 
the  neutral  filtering  and  sterilising  powder. 

At  M.  B  's  stand,  the  Chief  of  the  State,  besides  com- 
plimenting Monsieur  B          on  the  utility  of  his  industry 

.  .  .  (on  the  digestive  bread  and  the  orgeine  which  conquers 
constipation),  particularly  appreciated  the  fresh  non-fer- 
mented grape-juice,  a  new  and  inexpensive  remedy  for 
arthritical,  neurasthenical,  old  and  feeble  patients  to  whom 
wine  is  unsuitable.  .  .  . 

An  Eye  to  Business. — Dr.  Evans'  memoirs,  recently  pub- 
lished, are  perhaps  of  more  interest  to  Anglo-Parisians 
(who  knew  the  man  personally)  than  to  Englishmen  across 
the  Channel.  The  tale  of  the  escape  of  the  Empress 
Eugenie  from  Paris  in  1870  by  the  doctor's  aid  is  well 
known,  but  an  incident  may  be  quoted  to  show  how  coolly 
the  American  dentist  carried  out  his  historical  feat.  The 
little  band  of  fugitives  had  reached  Normandy,  and  Dr. 
Evans  and  Dr.  Crane  walked  on  ahead  of  the  carriage.  Dr. 
Crane  remarked  on  the  immense  quantity  of  chalk  con- 
tained in  the  hills  of  this  part  of  the  country.  Dr.  Evans 
replied  that  Nature  had  indeed  been  bountiful  to  her  crea- 
tures, and  that  there  was  enough  material  here  to  provide 
tooth-powder  for  untold  generations. 
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poisons  ano  pharmacy  Bill. 

DRAFT  OF  PROPOSED  REGULATIONS. 

[Promised  by  the  Earl  of  Crewe  on  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill.    An.  exact  reprint  of  the  official  document.'] 

1.  The  local  authority  by  which  licenses  may  be  granted 
shall  be,  as  respects  the  area  of  a  municipal  borough  having 
a  population  of  over  10,000  according  to  the  census  of  1901, 
the  council  of  that  borough,  and  as  respects  any  other  place, 
the  council  of  the  county. 

2.  A  license  shall  not  be  granted  to  any  person  unless  the 
local  authority  are  satisfied  that  he  is  fit  to  be  entrusted  with 
the  sale  of  the  poisonous  substances. 

3.  In  granting  licenses  for  the  sale  of  poisonous  substances 
for  use  exclusively  in  horticulture,  preference  shall  be  given 
to  nurserymen,  florists,  seedsmen,  and  other  persons  whose 
business  is  specially  connected  with  horticulture. 

4.  Applications  for  licenses  and  renewals  of  licenses  shall 
be  in  the  form  set  forth  in  Schedule  A  to  these  regulations, 
and  shall  be  sent  to  the  local  authority  at  such  time  as  the 
local  authority  may  direct. 

5.  A  license  and  a  renewal  of  a  license  shall  be  in  the  forms 
set  forth  in  Schedule  B  to  these  regulations. 

6.  A  license  shall  continue  in  force  for  one  year,  but  may 
be  renewed  from  time  to  time  for  one  year  at  a  time,  subject 
to  the  same  provisions  as  in  the  case  of  the  grant  of  a  license. 

7.  A  license  may  be  revoked  or  suspended  for  such  term  as 
the  local  authority  think  fit,  if  the  local  authority  are  satisfied 
that  the  licensee  has  failed  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  these  regulations  or  of  the  Poisons  Acts,  or  that  the.  license 
is  not  a  fit  person  to  be  entrusted  with  the  sale  of  poisons. 

8.  A  licensee  shall,  on  being  required  to  do  so  by  any 
officer  of  the  local  authority,  or  any  police  officer,  produce  his 
license,  and  any  renewal  thereof. 

9.  The  fees  charged  in  respect  of  the  grant  and  renewal  of 
a  license  shall  be  such  as  the  local  authority  may  determine, 
not  exceeding  in  the  case  of  the  grant  of  a  license  21s.,  and  in 
the  case  of  a  renewal  of  a  license  2s.  bd. 

10.  A  license  shall  not  have  any  effect  outside  the  area  of 
the  local  authority  which  granted  it,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
these  regulations,  a  municipal  borough  the  council  of  which 
is  a  local  authority  for  those  purposes  shall  not  be  treated  as 
forming  part  of  any  county. 

11.  Every  local  authority  shall  keep  a  register  of  the  licenses 
granted  by  them  for  the  time  being  in  force,  and  any  person 
shall,  at  all  reasonable  times,  upon  payment  of  such  reason- 
able fees  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  local  authority,  be  entitled  to 
inspect  and  to  make  copies-  of,  or  take  extracts  from,  the 
register. 

12.  A  license  shall  not  authorise  the  sale  of  the  poisonous 
substances  in  any  shop  or  premises  where  any  articles  of  food 
are  stored  or  kept  for  sale. 

13.  All  poisonous  substances  shall  be  kept  in  a  separate 
store  or  cupboard  apart  from  any  other  goods. 

14.  A  poisonous  substance  shall  be  sold  in  an  enclosed 
vessel  or  receptacle  as  received  from  the  manufacturer,  dis- 
tinctly labelled  with  the  word  "Poison,"  the  name  and 
address  of  the  seller,  and  a  notice  of  the  special  purpose  for 
which  it  has  been  made. 

15.  Liquid  preparations  shall  be  sold  only  in  bottles  or  tins, 
easily  distinguishable  by  touch  from  ordinary  bottles  or  tins, 
and  the  word  "Po:son"  shall  be  indelibly  marked  on  each 
bottle  or  tin. 

16.  Solid  preparations  shall  be  securely  packed  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  avoid,  so  far  as  possible,  the  risk  of  breaking  or 
leakage  from  transport,  and  the  package  shall  contain  a  notice 
that  it  must  be  destroyed  when  empty. 

17.  For  the  purposes  of  these  regulations  the  expression 
"  poisonous  substances "  means  the  poisonous  substances  to 
which  Section  2  of  the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1906, 
applies  for  the  time  being. 

SCHEDULE  A. 
Form  of  Application  for  License, 
the  poisons  and  pharmacy  act,  1906. 

I,  Of 

carrying:  on  the  trade  of  ,  at 

,  hereby  apply  for  a  license  to  sell  and  keep  open 
shop  for  the  sale  of  the  poisonous  substances  to  which  Section  2  of  the 
Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1906,  applies  for  use  exclusively  in  con- 
nection with  [here  insert  either  "  agriculture  "  or  "  horticulture," 
or  "  agriculture  and  horticulture  "]. 

I  undertake  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Poisons  Acts,  and 
the  regulations  made  thereunder  by  Order  in  Council. 

(Signed) 

Date 

Form  of  Application  for  Renewal  of  License, 
the  foisons  and  pharmacy  act,  1906. 

I,  Of 

carrying-  on  the  trade  of  ,  hereby  apply  for  a 

renewal  of  the  license  under  the  above  Act  granted  me  on  the 
day  of  ,  19  . 

(Signed) 

Date 


SCHEDULE  B. 
Form  of  License, 
the  poisons  and  pharmacy  act,  19c6. 

of  ,  carrying  on  the 

trade  of  ,  at  is  hereby  licensed  to 

sell  and  keep  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  the  poisonous  substances  to 
which  Section  2  of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1906,  applies  for 
use  exclusively  in  connection  with  [here  insert  either  "  agriculture  " 
or  "  horticulture, "  or  "  agriculture  and  horticulture  "J,  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Poisous  Acts  and  the  regulations  made  there- 
under by  Order  in  Council  set  out  on  the  back  of  this  license,  and  to 
such  other  provisions  of  those  Acts  and  regulations  as  may  be  applic- 
able to  the  case. 

This  license  is  in  force  for  one  year  from  the  date  hereof. 

"(Signed) 

Clerk  to  the  Council  of 

Date 

Form  of  Renewal  of  License, 
the  poisons  and  pharmacy  act,  19C6. 
The  license  granted  to  ,  of 

carrying-  on  the  trade  of  ,  and  dated  the 

day  of  ,  19   ,  is  hereby  renewed  for  one  year  from  the 

date  hereof. 

(Signed) 

Date 

Clerk  of  the  Council  of 
Note. — The  provisions  of  Sections  1  and  2  of  the  Arsenic  Act,  1851, 
and  of  Section  17  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  are  applicable  to  every 
sale  of  a  preparation  containing  arsenic,  or  any  poison  in  Part  I.  of 
the  First  Schedule  to  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1906,  and  the 
penalty  for  any  infringement  of  the  law  is  as  provided  by  those  Acts. 


3noia  ano  the  East. 

(From  our  Correspondent.) 


The  Following  Travellers  were  in  Madras  when  the 
mail  left  :  Mr.  Charles  W.  White,  Mr.  C.  H.  Allen 
(Vinolia),  and  Mr.  James  R.  James  (Dakin  Bros.). 

Mr.  Herbert  C.  Senior,  brother  of  Mr.  W.  Arthur 
Senior,  chemist  and  druggist,  Scarborough,  arrived  in  Japan 
on  Friday,  March  23,  to  commence  a  four  years'  engagement 
with  Messrs.  A.  C.  Sim  &  Co.,  chemists,  Kobe. 

The  Bombay  Government  have,  under  their  Abkari  Acts, 
directed  that  on  and  after  April  1  a  duty  of  Rs.  5  per  seer 
shall  be  levied  on  all  ganja  permitted  to  be  imported  into  any 
part  of  the  Presidency  or  manufactured  under  any  licence 
granted  under  the  Act. 

Kino. — A  Madras  Government  report  records  that  in  the 
Travancore  State  (the  most  important  of  the  native  States  in 
the  Madras  Presidency)  the  tariff  on  gum  kino  has  been 
reduced  from  Rs.  1,000  to  Rs.  100  per  cwt.  This  is  an 
entirely  different  matter  from  an  export-duty,  having  to  do 
with  the  Government  of  Madras.  There  is  now  no  export- 
duty  on  kino  from  Madras  or  any  other  port  in  India. 

Morfhine  in  the  Straits. — In  the  Summons  Court, 
Singapore,   before  Mr.    Bryant,    on   March   14,    Dr.  J. 
Coronel,   who  is   understood   to   hold   a   British  quali- 
fication,   pleaded    guilty    to    a    charge    of  importing 
into    the    Colony    a    quantity    of    morphine  without 
the  permission  in  writing  of  the  Principal  Civil  Medical 
Officer.    There  was  300  grains  of  morphine  in  all,  which 
was  imported  from  Batavia.    The  defendant  had  not  been 
long  in  practice  in  Singapore,  and  pleaded  ignorance  of  ths 
rules,  but  this  excuse  did  not  prevent  the  Magistrate  fining 
him  $25. — One  of  the  two  Chinese  implicated  in  smuggling 
morphine  into  Penang  (C.  &  D.,  February  24,  p.  289)  has 
been  fined  $500,  with  the  alternative  of  three  months'  im- 
prisonment, in  addition  to  one  month's  hard  labour,  and  the 
other  $l,ouJ  and  six  months'  hard  labour.    It  is  affirmed 
that  1  lb.  of  morphine  was  mixed  with  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  flour,  and  this  realised  about  $300,  so  that  from 
the  enormous  profit  made  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  meet- 
ing the  fines.    The  defendants  have  appealed. — Eu  Poon 
Guau,  a  Chinese  druggist  at  Ipoh,  Perak,  has  been  fined  $500 
for  importing  8  lb.  of  morphine  into  Penang  without  per- 
mission.   In  the  court  he  disclosed  that  a  case  was  coming 
by  another  steamer,  and  on  the  police  going  to  the  Jetty 
sheds  the  second  case  of  8  lb.  of  morphine  was  found.  He 
appealed  against  the  decision,  but  had  no  sooner  left  the 
court  than  he  was  arrested  for  importing  the  second  case. 
This  arrest  was  legal,  as  he  was  seized  in  Penang  for  creat- 
ing an  offence  against  the  laws  of  Penang,  whereas  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  first  was  so,  as  he  was  arrested  in 
Perak  instead  of  being  extradited. 
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(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 
Note.— "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz. : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 

Cape  Colony. 

The  Colonial  Secretary  has  granted  to  Mr.  Leonard 
Charles  Allen  Eastmead  (Minor,  1904)  a  licence  to  practise 
as  a  chemist  and  druggist  in  Cape  Colony. 

The  Dentifrice. — Smart  Colonials  never  fail  to  take 
advantage  of  a  "  tip."  One  of  "  Xrayser's  "  quips  is  made 
use  of  in  the  following  advertisement  appearing  in  a  Cape 
paper : 

The  last  of  "  The  Degenerates  "  has  now  been  convinced 
of  the  virtues  of  Co-Do.  Hundreds,  nay  thousands,  who 
were  degenerating  now  realise  that  Co-Do  makes  kissing  a 
pleasure.  Co-Do  purifies  the  mouth  and  cleanses  the  teeth 
better  than  any  other  preparation. 

Orange  River  Colony. 

At  the  Recent  Agricultural  Show  in  Bloemfontein, 
Messrs.  Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.  displayed  a  tastefully 
arranged  collection  of  animal  medicines,  tonics,  drugs,  etc. 

A  Bethlehem  Correspondent  chronicles  the  departure 
from  that  place  of  Mr.  Newson,  chemist,  who  left  to  join 
the  Natal  Carbineers.  "  Even  the  fact  that  he  was  the  sole 
assistant  at  the  Bethlehem  Pharmacy  could  not  gain  him 
exemption.  Fortunately,  a  duly  qualified  chemist  is  farm- 
ing in  the  neighbourhood,  and  to  oblige  the  proprietor  he  is 
holding  the  place  until  Mr.  Newson  returns  or  another 
assistant  is  engaged." 

Transvaal. 

The  Banquet  of  the  Chemical  and  Metallurgical  Society 
held  at  Johannesburg  on  Saturday,  April  7,  has  figured  pro- 
minently in  home  papers  this  week,  consequent  upon  Mr. 
Lionel  Phillips's  speech. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  PHARMACEUTICAL 

ASSOCIATION, 

A  Special  General  Meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  at 
East  London  on  March  7,  Mr.  C.  Atterbury  (President)  in  the 
chair.  There  were  also  present  Messrs.  J.  McJannet,  G.  F. 
Dutton,  H.  Grout,  J.  Ford,  Geo.  Jamieson  (Hon.  Secretary)  ; 
and  Messrs.  Walsh,  Carter,  Serrurier,  Lomax,  Hughes,  Peter- 
kin,  Benzics,  Cooper,  Mills,  Tapp,  McNaughton,  James, 
Turpin,  Wells  &  Co.,  and  Willet  were  represented. — Mr.  J.  A. 
Bavie  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Association. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  business  before  the  meeting 
was  the 

Proposed  Increase  of  Duty 

upon  imported  tinctures  and  spirituous  preparations.  Letters 
on  the  subject  were  read  from  Messrs.  Willet,  James,  Cooper, 
and  Tapp.  The  return  of  the  voting-papers  showed  thirteen 
against  an  increase  and  seven  in  favour.  The  following 
resolution  was  proposed  by  Mr.  McJannet,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Dutton  :  "At  a_  meeting  of  the  South  African  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  it  was  resolved  to  advise  the  Cape  repre- 
sentative at  the  Customs  Conference  that  the  Association  is 
not  in  favour  of  an  increase  of  the  present  duty  on  tinctures 
and  spirituous  preparations  classed  as  drugs,  for  the  following 
reasons  :  _  There  is  no  guarantee  that  the  price  of  Colonial 
grape  spirit  will  remain  at  a  uniform  price;  the  cost  of  any 
increased  duty  would  bo  borne  by  chemists  with  no  chance  of 
recovery  from  the  consumer ;  that  owing  to  the  restrictions  on 
the  manufacture  of  other  than  grape  spirit  it  prohibits  the 
local  manufacturer  of  medicinal  spirituous  preparations  from 
guarding  against  the  excessive  fluctuations  of  the  market  in 
the  price  of  grape  spirit." 

Before  putting  the  resolution  to  the  meeting  the  President 
said  :  I  think  it  will  be  generally  admitted  that  if  it  be  possible 
to  make  tinctures  in  this  country  from  spirits  produced  here, 


it  is  to  our  advantage  to  do  so,  and  thus  assist  a  Colonial 
industry  and  prevent  the  money  from  going  abroad.  Speak- 
ing generally,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  to  the 
advantage  of  the  country  as  a  whole.  Personally,  I  have 
always  been  of  opinion  that  it  is  quite  possible  to  produce 
spirit  here  up  to  the  B.P.  standard,  providing  there  was  a 
demand  for  it,  for  I  fail  to  see  what  there  is  to  prevent  it,  even 
if  distillation  were  a  more  intricate  operation  than  it  is, 
whereas  it  is  a  very  simple  matter.  To  say  that  you  cannot 
distil  spirit  up  to  the  B.P.  standard  here  is,  to  my  mind, 
as  absurd  as  saying  you  cannot  distil  in  this  country.  I  there- 
fore see  no  reason  why  the  spirit  produced  here  should  not 
answer  every  purpose,  providing  it  is  properly  stored  after 
distillation,  as  a  great  deal  of  the  impurity  complained  of  in 
the  spirit  is  due  to  the  casks  in  which  it  is  shipped.  I  have 
tested  four  samples  of  spirit  obtained  from  four  distillers  in 
Cape  Town,  and  have  found  three  samples  which  should 
satisfy  everybody.  The  fourth  sample  had  been  standing  in 
wood  for  some  considerable  time ;  but  the  distillers  inform  me 
that  they  are  having  proper  storage-tanks  erected,  so  that  they 
will  be  able  to  send  out  spirit  equal  to  the  imported  article. 
The  principal  argument  against  Colonial  spirit  (as  you  will  see 
by  the  letters  read  at  this  meeting)  is  that  it  discolours  upon 
the  addition  of  ammonia,  as  shown  when  making  ammoniated 
tincture  of  quinine.  Apparently  the  Colonial  spirit  has 
suffered  a  great  deal  in  reputation  in  consequence  of  the 
demand  for  ammoniated  tincture  of  quinine.  I  place  before 
you  three  samples  with  ammonia  added  (they  have  been  stand- 
ing about  a  fortnight),  and  you  will  notice  the  corks  are 
blackened  by  the  action  of  the  ammonia,  but  the  mixture  is 
perfectly  clear  and  white.  In  every  way  these  three  samples 
were  satisfactory,  and  I  therefore  consider  I  am  justified  in 
saying  that  Colonial  spirit  can  be  obtained  of  the  required 
quality  for  the  manufacture  of  medicinal  spirituous  prepara- 
tions. 

Being  satisfied  that  we  can  obtain  the  right  spirit,  I  now 
find  that  many  chemists  say,  But  we  cannot  manufacture 
tinctures  here  ;  wo  cannot  standardise,  etc.    Assuming  that  wo 
cannot  standardise.  How  many  standardised  tinctures  are 
there  ?  and  should  that  prevent  us  from  making  such  tinctures 
as  tr.  gent,  co.,  tr.  camph.  co.,  and  the  bulk  of  the  tinctures? 
Take,  for  instance,  tr.  nucis  vom.,  which  is  made  from  the 
liquid  exti'act.    Why  should  it  not  be  mixed  with  the  spirit 
here,  instead  of  in  Europe  ?    I  must  say  that  I  do  not  see  why 
chemists  in  this  country  should  not  bo  fully  equal  to  the 
chemists  in  Europe,  and  be  competent  to  turn  out  standardised 
tinctures;  in  fact,  I  refuse  to  admit  that  they  are  so  far 
behind  them.    But  that  difficulty  will  be  overcome,  because, 
if  we  turn  to  Mr.  Willet's  letter,  we  find  that  the  home  firms 
will  open  here,  and  therefore  chemists  will  still  be  able  to 
obtain  their  requirements.    Another  objection  that  has  been 
put  forward  is  that  the  tax  will  only  benefit  the  wholesalers  to 
the  detriment  of  the  retailers,  and  as  the  wholesalers  are  also 
retailers  the  bond- fide  retailers  will  be  squeezed  out.  But 
against  this  wo  have  Mr.  Willet's  statement  about  the  home 
firms  opening  here,  to  the  detriment  of  the  wholesalers,  so 
that  wholesalers  will  not  have  all  the  benefits.    In  connection 
with  the  matter  of  wholesalers  being  also  retailers,  it  is  worth 
while  giving  this  statement  some  consideration.  As  it  happens 
to  come  in  the  correspondence,  I  am  therefore  entitled  to  refer 
to  it.    Why  are  wholesalers  also  retailers  in  this  country  ? 
Because  they  could  not  exist  otherwise.    Why  could  not  a 
bond-fide  wholesale  firm  exist  in  this  country  ?    Because  every 
retail  chemist  and  doctor  imports  his  goods  from  Europe,  and 
the  quantity  bought  locally  would  not  maintain  a  wholesalo 
business.    But  if  we  have  the  increase  of  duty  then,  as  Mr. 
Willet  states,  the  home  firms  will  open  here  as  wholesalers, 
and  the  present  wholesalers  will  become  retailers  only,  and,  as 
in  England,  we  shall  have  wholesale  firms  without  retail 
establishments,  which  should  be  an  advantage  to  the  present 
retailers.    I  now  beg  to  deal  with  Mi-.  Willet's  statement,  that 
we  should  vote  against  the  increase  of  duty,  because  otherwise 
the  English  firms  will  open  here.    I  fail  to  see  that  is  a  reason 
for  voting  against  it,  as  it  appears  to  me  the  very  reason  for 
voting  for  an  increase.    Surely  it  is  easier  to  compete  with 
the  home  firms  on  the  spot  on  even  terms  than  handicapped  as 
we  are  now.   The  home  firms  in  this  country  will  have  all  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages  that  the  Colonial  firms  have, 
whereas  at  the  present  time,  with  their  factory  in  London 
with  cheap  labour  and  materials,  practically  no  duty,  and  only 
a  representative  here,  they  merely  book  their  orders  and  ship 
direct  from  London  at  prices  which  it  is  quite  impossible 
for  any  local  firm  to  compete  with.    Such  a  firm,  although 
it  is  making  lots  of  money  out  of  South  Africa,  practically 
speaking,  docs  not  spend  a  penny  in  this  country  or  contribute 
to  its  welfare  in  any  shape  or  form.    By  all  means  let  such  a 
firm  open  in  business  here ;  it  will  then  be  of  some  benefit  to 
the  country.    The  result  of  the  present  fiscal  arrangement  is 
that  there  are  no  manufacturing  chemists  in  South  Africa — 
only  importing  houses. 

The  resolution  was  carried,  it  being  agreed  to  wire  the  same 
to  Mr.  George  Whitaker,  the  Cape  delegate  at  the  Customs 
Conference. 
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NATAL  PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at 
Messrs.  Reed  &  Champion's  establishment  on  March  15.  There 
were  present  Messrs.  Johnston  (President),  Edwards,  Firth, 
Irving,  Hamlin,  Morillion,  Read,  Roadknight,  Stranack, 
Watts,  Warren,  and  Anderson  (Secretary). 

Mr.  T.  D.  Charlton  (who  has  gone  out  of  town  to  live)  ten- 
dered his  resignation  as  a  member  of  committee.  It  was 
unanimously  agreed  that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  writo 
to  Mr.  Charlton  acknowledging  with  thanks  his  past  services 
to  the  Society.  Mr.  Lomax,  of  Richmond,  wrote  regretting 
his  inability  to  attend,  and  signifying  his  approval  of  any 
forward  movement  the  Society  may  contemplate.  Mr. 
Edwards  was  elected  a  member  of  committee  in  place  of 
Mr.  Charlton. 

The  question  of  Government  or  syndicates  retailing  tabloids 
of  quinine  at  almost  landed  cost  was  discussed,  and  it  was 
decided  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  committee. 

The  Secretary  proposed,  and  Mr.  Irving  seconded,  "  That  a 
letter  of  appreciation  of  the  benefits  accruing  under  the  Shops 
Bill,  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  chemists,  be  sent  to  Mr. 
McLarty  "  (the  introducer  of  the  Bill).  The  proposition  led 
to  a  lively  discussion,  culminating  in  the  adoption  of  an 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Warren  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Stranack,  that  the  matter  be  left  over  to  next  meeting. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  received  comrmmi- 
catiqns  from  an  up-country  member  regarding  the  legality  of 
medical  men  owning  chemists'  shops.  It  was  decided  to  lay 
the  matter  before  the  Pharmacy  Board,  requesting  the  Board 
to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  cause  a  test-case  to  be  brought 
about. 

TRANSVAAL  PHARMACY  BOARD. 

The  monthly  meeting  was  held  in  the  Board's  office,  Johan- 
nesburg, on  Friday,  March  16,  the  following  members  being 
present:  Mr.  J.  H.  Dinwoodio  (President),  Dr.  van  Niekerk, 
and  Messrs.  R.  Butters,  B.  Owen  Jones,  and  W.  T.  Skinn. 

Opium-smuggling. — Considerable  discussion  took  place 
regarding  the  traffic  in  opium  among  the  coolies  on  the 
mines,  it  having  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Board 
that  a  Chinese  storekeeper  near  one  of  the  mines  on  the 
West  Rand  was  alleged  to  be  selling  opium  to  the  coolies. 
On  this  Chinaman's  premises  being  searched  by  the  police 
lg  lb.  of  opium  was  found,  but  as  he  produced  a  prescription 
written  by  a  Johannesburg  medical  man  allowing  him  to 
have  2  lb.  in  his  possession  for  his  personal  use,  no  action 
could  bo  taken.  From  the  fact  that  no  label  was  attached 
to  the  opium,  nor  did  the  prescription  bear  the  customary 
stamp  of  a  chemist,  the  Board  was  convinced  that  the  opium 
had  been  obtained  from  an  illicit  source,  and  it  was  pointed 
out  that  so  far  from  the  severe  restrictions  placed  on  the 
importation  of  opium  having  stopped  the  supply  to  coolies, 
they  seemed  only  to  have  had  the  effect  of  deflecting  the 
entire  importation  and  sale  into  illicit  channels.  It  is 
cc  mmon  knowledge  that,  while  chemists  are  not  now  asked 
fc  r  the  drug,  huge  quantities  are  being  smuggled  into  the 
Transvaal  from  neighbouring  Colonies,  notwithstanding  the 
ri.sk  on  detection  of  incurring  a  very  heavy  fine  or  imprison- 
ment. From  a  return  recently  published  it  was  shown  that 
opium  to  the  value  of  5,859/.  had  been  imported  into  Natal 
during  a  period  of  three  months,  and  the  members  of  the 
Board  were  of  opinion  that  the  bulk  of  this  had  been  re- 
consigned  to  the  Transvaal.  It  was  decided  to  communicate 
with  the  authorities  on  the  subject. 

•  ^tEW  CHEMISTS-— The  following  were  admitted  to  practice 
SI\ thG  Transvaal  as  chemists  and  druggists:  Minor  certifi- 
cate of  Great  Britain.— John  George  (formerly  of  Aberdeen), 
Uerard  Heald  (formerly  of  Pietermaritzburg),  and  Iestyn  P 
Jones  (formerly  of  Llwynypia,  Glam.).  By  Transvaal  Exam- 
ination.— H.  Wheildon  and  E.  S.  Corke. 


Hustralasian  flews. 

The  Commonwealth. 

.  Trade  Descriptions.— The  Commerce  (Trade  Descrip- 
tions) Act,  1905,  comes  into  operation  throughout  Australia 
on  June  8.  Some  of  the  clauses  are  important  to  importers 
and  are  here  reproduced  : 

3-  In  this  ^  Act,  unless  the  contrary  intention  appears— 

"Officer"  means  an  officer  of  Customs. 

"Trade  description,"  in  relation  to  any  goods,  means  any 
description,  statement,  indication,  or  suggestion,  direct  or 
indirect — • 

(a)  as  to  the  nature,  number,  quantity,  quality,  purity, 
class,  grade,  measure,  gauge,  size,  or  weight  of  the  goods; or 

(b)  as  to  the  country  or  place  in  or  at  which  the  goods  were 
made  or  produced  ;  or 

(c)  as  to  the  manufacturer  or  producer  of  the  goods  or  the 


person  by  whom  they  were  selected,  packed,  or  in  any  way 
preparecl  for  the  market;  or 

(rf)  as  to  the  mode  of  manufacturing,  producing,  selecting, 
packing,  or  otherwise  preparing  the  goods ; i  or 

(e)  as  to  the  material  or  ingredients  of  which  the  goods  are 
composed,  or  from  which  they  are  derived ;  or 

(/)  as  to  the  goods  being  the  subject  of  an  existing  patent, 
privilege,  or  copyright, 

and  includes  a  Customs  entry  relating  to  goods,  and  any 
mark  which  according  to  the  custom  of  the  trade  or 
common  ropute  is  commonly  taken  to  be  an  indication  of 
any  of  the  above  matters  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  trade 
description  within  the  meaning  of  this  Act. 

"  False  trade  description "  means  a  trade  description 
which,  by  reason  of  anything  contained  therein  or  omitted 
therefrom,  is  false  or  likely  to  mislead  in  a  material 
respect  as  regards  the  goods  to  which  it  is  applied,  and 
includes  every  alteration  of  a  trade  description,  whether  by 
way  of  addition,  effacement,  or  otherwise,  which  makes  the 
description  false  or  likely  to  mislead  in  a  material  respect. 
8.  All  imported  goods  to  which  a  trade  description  is  by 
this  Act  or  the  regulations  required  to  be  applied,  and  which 
are  found  in  Australia  in  any  package  or  covering  in  which 
they  were  imported,  and  without  the  prescribed  trade  descrip- 
tion, shall,  until  the  contrary  is  proved,  be  deemed  to  have 
been  imported  in  contravention  of  this  Act  or  of  the  regula- 
tions, as  the  case  may  be. 

New  South  Wales. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  New  South  Wales.— 
At  the  last  Council-meeting  a  letter  from  a  wholesale 
house  was  read  stating  that  they  would  no  longer  be  bound 
by  the  agreement  not  to  retail  goods  to  nurses  on  two 
grounds — first,  that  the  other  wholesale  houses  are  not 
keeping  their  agreement ;  and,  secondly,  that  chemists  who 
had  promised  to  support  have  not  kept  their  word. — The 
Dental  Act  Amendment  Bill  was  before  the  last  Session  of 
Parliament,  and  the  Council  had  written  urging  that  the 
right  of  chemists  to  extract  teeth  should  be  preserved.  The 
Registrar  of  the  Dental  Board  has  given  an  assurance  that 
it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Board  to  debar  chemists  from 
extracting  teeth. — "  Is  adrenalin  a  drug  or  a  patent  medi- 
cine ?  "  was  a  question  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  an 
Oddfellows'  Lodge  in  the  country.    The  local  chemist  con- 
tends that  it  is  a  patent  medicine,  and  the  Lodge  that  it  is  a 
drug ;  the  point  being  that  as  a  drug  it  would  have  to  be 
supplied  without  charge,  as  a  patent  medicine  it  would  have 
to  be  paid  for  separately.    The  disputants  had  agreed  to 
submit  the  question  to  the  decision  of  the  Council.    It  was 
declared  that  there  is  no  question  that  it  is  a  proprietary  or 
patent  medicine,  a  secret  preparation  put  up  by  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.  in  1-oz.  stoppered  bottles. — Two  new  members 
were  elected,  and  diplomas  were  granted  to  others. — The 
Gold  Medal  of  the  Council  had  been  won  by  Benjamin 
Thomas  Eddye,  who  had  obtained  more  than  the  average 
of  75  per  cent,  of  marks  at  the  Final  examination  on  Feb- 
ruary 1  and  2. — The  Secretary  stated  that  he  had  unofficial 
information  that  a  Bill  would  be  brought  before  Parlia- 
ment regarding  the  liability  of  employers  in  the  case  of 
accident,   and  requiring  employers  to  insure  their  men 
in   an   accident  insurance   company   and   pay   the  pre- 
miums.— It  was  also  stated  that  a  chemist  in  the  country 
was  being  prosecuted  for  selling  a  toothbrush  after  nine 
o'clock.    The  Act  provides  that  only  certain  drugs  and 
articles  may  be  sold  after  that  hour. 
South  Australia. 
The  Pharmacy  Board  of  South  Australia  at  a  special 
meeting  on  February  1  considered  the  question  of  an  un- 
registered person  who  had  bought  a  chemist's  business.  It 
was  decided  to  take  proceedings. — At  the  ordinary  meeting 
on  February  16,  a  candidate  applied  to  be  examined  in 
botany  in  the  country  town  where  he  resided  instead  of 
coming  to  Adelaide.    It  was  decided  that  if  proper  arrange- 
ments could  be  made  this  should  be  permitted. 
Victoria. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Woolnough,  of  Melbourne,  left  on  Feb- 
ruary 20  for  a  business-trip  to  England.  A  few  friends 
assembled  on  February  19  to  bid  him  farewell  and  present 
him  with  a  marine  glass.  Mr.  Woolnough  has  lived  in 
Melbourne  for  some  sixteen  or  seventeen  years,  coming  from 
Hong-Kong,  where  he  had  been  manager  of  the  business  of 
Messrs.  A.  S.  Watson  &  Co.  He  is  President  of  the  Victoria 
Pharmacy  Board,  and  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bowen  &  Co., 
who  have  four  of  the  leading  businesses  in  Melbourne. 
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COUNCIL-MEETING. 


THE  Council  met  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin,  on 
Wednesday,  April  4,  at  3  p.m.  The  President  (Dr. 
Walsh)  occupied  the  chair ;  and  the  other  members  present 
were  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  John  Smith)  and  Messrs. 
W.  F.  Wells,  C.  P.  Fairweather,  G.  D.  Beggs,  W.  Vincent 
Johnston,  Thomas  Batt,  W.  J.  Hardy,  W.  Doig,  H.  S.  Miss- 
tear,  and  J.  Michie. 

The  President  said  his  first  and  pleasing  duty  was  to 
welcome  Mr.  Hardy,  who  had  been  co-opted  a  member  of 
the  Council.  He  (the  President)  was  sure  that  they  would 
find  him  a  most  useful  member,  and  hoped  they  would  enjoy 
his  presence  at  the  Council  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Hardy  thanked  the  President  for  his  flattering 
remarks,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  he  (Mr.  Hardy)  would 
be  able  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  great  body  of  chemists. 

Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  President  reported  the  result  of  the  visit  to  London 
which  he  and  Mr.  Wells  had  undertaken  in  reference  to  the 
Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill.  The  first  intimation  they  had 
of  it  came  from  Mr.  MacEwan,  Editor  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  who  very  kindly  sent  them  a  copy  of  the  Bill, 
together  with  his  own  notes  on  it.  The  Bill  had  been  intro- 
duced into  the  House  of  Lords  by  the  present  Government ; 
and  they  saw  at  once  that  their  only  chance  of  preventing  its 
extension  to  Ireland  was  to  see  what  could  be  done  in  the 
House  of  Lords  before  the  Bill  came  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  They  accordingly  went  to  London.  Mr.  Wells 
exerted  himself  with  his  usual  energy  in  the  matter.  They 
wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Abercorn,  who  had  rendered  signal 
service  to  the  Society  some  years  ago.  His  Grace  was  un- 
fortunately ill,  and  could  not  do  anything  for  them;  but  a 
day  or  two  later  they  received  a  very  nice  letter  from  his 
Secretary,  stating  that  the  Duke  would  have  been  delighted 
to  see  them  had  he  not  been  prevented  by  illness  from  doing 
so.  They  called  on  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton,  son  of  the 
Duke,  who  met  them  in  the  evening  in  the  lobby  of  the 
House  and  introduced  them  to  the  Earl  of  Donoughmore. 
The  latter  took  up  their  case  most  warmly.  He  (the  Presi- 
dent) could  give  the  Council  no  idea  of  the  kind  manner  in 
which  his  Lordship  treated  them  and  of  the  trouble  he  took. 
The  Bill  contained  a  clause  empowering  local  authorities  to 
give  licences  to  traders,  who  are  not  qualified  by  examina- 
tion, to  sell  poison  for  agricultural  purposes ;  and  as  they 
deemed  that  clause  objectionable,  they  thought  their  best 
course  was  to  prevent  the  Bill  from  being  extended  to 
Ireland.  They  also  called  on  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry, 
and  he  supported  Lord  Donoughmore  in  the  amendment 
which  the  latter  proposed.  Lord  Donoughmore  introduced 
them  to  the  Earl  of  Crewe,  Lord  President  of  the  Council. 
They  had  with  them  a  map  of  Ireland  on  which  were  marked 
all  the  towns  in  which  persons  qualified  to  sell  poisons  were 
resident.  This  showed  that  qualified  persons  were  spread 
all  over  the  country,  except  in  two  or  three  mountainous 
districts  where  there  was  scarcely  a  trader  of  any  kind  to  be 
found ;  and  even  in  those  places  they  showed  that  the 
greatest  distance  from  the  mountain  top  to  the  business  place 
of  the  qualified  vendor  was  twenty  miles.  They  showed  this 
map  to  Lord  Crewe,  and  it  clinched  the  matter  with  him. 
They  pointed  out  that  in  the  case'  of  the  mountainous  dis- 
tricts the  distance  from  the  qualified  house  was  not 
important,  because  things  like  sheep-dip  were  never  wanted 
at  a  moment's  notice — the  farmer  always  knew  some  weeks 
before  when  he  would  want  them.  That  they  had  that  map 
with  them  was  due  to  the  foresight  of  Mr.  Wells,  and  the 
Registrar  (Mr.  Ferrall)  did  the  work  of  preparing  it  in  a 
splendid  manner.  The  Bill  would  reach  its  Committee  stage 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  Mr.  Wells  and  himself  (the 
President)  had  been  holding  themselves  in  readiness  to  go 
over  to  London  again  if  necessary.  They  had  had  a  good 
deal  of  correspondence  with  the  Earl  of  Donoughmore,  in- 
cluding a  very  kind  letter  received  on  Saturday  last.  In 
their  interview  with  him  his  Lordship  gave  them  his  address 
in  Ireland,  and  told  them  he  would  go  over  to  London  at  any 
time  they  wanted  him  there.  That  afternoon,  however, 
they  had  received  a  telegram  from  him,  in  which  he  stated 


that  he  had  received  a  wire  from  Lord  Crewe  stating  that  it 
would  only  be  necessary  for  him  to  get  someone  formally  to 
move  his  amendment,  from  which  he  understood  that  the 
Government  would  accept  it.  The  Council  might  conclude 
from  this  that  the  Government  had  consented  that  the  Bill 
should  not  apply  to  Ireland,  and,  that  being  so,  the  mission 
of  himself  and  Mr.  Wells  to  London  had  been  successful. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Wells  said  he  desired  to  emphasise  what  the  Presi- 
dent had  said  as  to  the  kindness  and  courtesy  of  the  neblemen 
who  had  interested  themselves  on  their  behalf.  He  had 
experience  of  them  in  1890,  and  he  never  should  forget  the 
courtesy  and  kindness  shown  to  them  by  the  Duke  of  Aber- 
corn, the  Marquis  of  Waterford,  and  some  others,  and  the 
trouble  that  they  took  for  them  on  that  occasion.  The  last 
thing  the  Earl  of  Donoughmore  said  to  them  while  they  were 
yet  in  London,  and  when  he  was  leaving  it,  was,  "  I  am 
going  home  to  Ireland  to-morrow,  but  if  you  want  anything 
let  me  know,  and  I  will  come  over  at  once."  His  Lordship 
had  followed  that  up  by  the  telegram  that  the  Council  had 
just  received.  The  deputation  had  to  sit  up  during  the 
midnight  hours  writing  out  briefs  for  their  noble  friends, 
and  when  they  called  on  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry  his 
Lordship's  private  secretary  took  down  the  points  they 
desired  to  have  made.  If  they  had  paid  a  fee  of  100  guineas 
to  the  Attorney-General,  he  could  not  have  made  a  better 
speech,  or  one  more  to  the  purpose  than  the  speeches  that 
those  two  noblemen  made.  The  Council  were  also  deeply 
indebted  to  Mr.  MacEwan,  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
for  the  help  he  had  given  them  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Beggs  moved  that  official  letters  be  written  to  the 
Earl  of  Donoughmore,  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton,  and  the 
Marquis  of  Londonderry  conveying  the  thanks  of  the 
Council  for  their  courtesy  to  the  deputation,  and  for  the 
services  which  they  had  rendered  to  the  Council  in  the 
matter.  He  also  moved  that  a  similar  letter  be  written  to 
Mr.  MacEwan,  the  Editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
He  had  taken  almost  as  great  an  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
deputation  as  they  did  themselves,  and  had  given  them  the 
greatest  possible  help. 

Mr.  Doig  said  he  had  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the 
motion.  They  had  the  right  men  in  the  House  of  Lords  ; 
and  they  had  the  right  men  at  home  also.  The  Society  was 
indebted  to  the  President  and  Mr.  Wells  for  having  exe- 
cuted their  mission  so  well ;  ami  he  thought  that  those  two 
gentlemen  should  be  thanked  also  for  what  they  had  done. 

The  President,  in  putting  the  motion,  said  that  he  him- 
self had  taken  but  a  secondary  part  in  the  matter.  Mr. 
Wells  was  the  initiator  of  the  entire  proceedings.  At  the 
same  time  he  (the  President)  was  grateful  to  Mr.  Doig  for 
his  remarks,  because  he  was  sure  that  he  recognised  the  fact 
that  their  efforts  with  regard  to  the  Bill  were  almost  entirely 
in  the  interests  of  the  registered  druggists  and  chemists  and 
druggists  of  Ireland,  who  would  have  been  the  parties  most 
affected  by  the  Bill. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Beggs  passed  unanimously. 

Other  Business. 

The  President  mentioned  that  he  received  an  invitation 
from  the  Liverpool  Association  to  their  annual  dinner,  and 
attended  it,  and  his  name  was  mentioned  in  connection  with 
the  toast  of  "  The  Guests." 

A  letter  from  the  Irish  Privy  Council  approved  of  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  W.  N.  Allen  as  an  additional  examiner 
to  conduct  the  Practical  Pharmacy  division  of  the  Licence 
examination. — The  President  said  :  We  are  all  sure  that 
Mr.  Allen  will  conduct  the  examination  in  a  way  satisfac- 
tory to  everybody.  I  do  not  think  there  is  in  all  Ireland 
a  gentleman  better  qualified  to  do  so. 

Letters  of  thanks  were  received  from  a  number  of  public 
bodies  for  donations  of  copies  of  the  Society's  Calendar. 

Carrying  out  the  Acts. 
The  President  moved  that  an  address  be  presented  to 
his  Excellency  the  Lord-Lieutenant  which  should  contain  a 
reference  to  the  difficulties  experienced  by  the  Society  in 
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carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts. 
Members  would  recollect  that  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council  a  resolution  was  passed  that  something  should  be 
done  in  reference  to  the  reductions  by  the  Castle  of  fines 
imposed  on  persons  for  breaches  of  the  Acts.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  point  out  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  that  the  object  of 
the  prosecutions  was  the  protection  of  the  public. 

The  Vice-President  said  it  would  be  better  to  send  a 
deputation  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant. 

Mr.  Beggs  said  he  did  not  think  they  could  put  into  an 
address  of  welcome  all  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  say  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Michie  was  of  the  same  opinion.  They  could  not 
introduce  contentious  matter  into  an  address. 

The  President  said  he  only  moved  his  resolution  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  council. 

Mr.  Wells  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  a  deputation 
would  be  the  best  way  of  proceeding.  In  1890,  when  the 
Earl  of  Aberdeen  went  back  to  London  from  being  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  members  of  the  Council  introduced 
themselves  to  him  in  the  lobby  of  the  House,  and  he  took 
the  greatest  interest  in  the  business  they  had  in  hand  and 
rendered  them  signal  service. 

An  amendment  moved  by  the  Vice-President,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Michie,  to  the  effect  that  a  deputation 
should  wait  on  the  Lord-Lieutenant  and  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary and  present  a  memorial  pointing  out  the  difficulties 
that  the  Council  had  experienced  in  carrying  out  their  Acts, 
and  requesting  that  in  future  fines  imposed  for  breaches  of 
those  Acts  should  not  be  remitted,  was  unanimously  agreed 
to. 

The  President,  the  Vice-President,  the  Treasurer,  and 
Mr.  Wells  were  appointed  as  the  deputation. 

Elections. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hardy,  seconded  by  Mr.  Doig, 
Mr.  James  Horner  Haslett,  of  Belfast,  was  nominated  for 
membership. 

On  the  motion  of  the  same  gentlemen,  Mr.  W.  H.  Ring- 
land,  of  Liverpool,  was  nominated  as  an  associate  druggist. 

On  the  motion  of  the  President,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wells, 
Mr.  Vincent  Johnston  was  re-elected  on  the  Law,  Certifi- 
cates, House,  and  School  Committees. 

Other  business  having  been  disposed  of,  the  Council 
separated. 


PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION. 

The  following  passed  at  the  recent  examination  :  John 
Adams,  Robert  Dore,  Robert  William  Hayes,  Miriam 
Eunice  Hanna,  Michael  Bolger,  Denis  Begley,  John  Thomas 
Herbert  Orr,  Patrick  Joseph  D'Arcy.  Twelve  candidates 
were  rejected. 
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EVENING  MEETING. 

THE  last  evening  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  at 
17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.,  on  April  10, 
the  Vice-President,  Mr.  J.  R.  Young,  in  the  chair.  The 
attendance  was  not  large.  The  Chairman  Introduced  Mr. 
Julian  L.  Baker,  who  gave  a  lecture  on 

Fermentation, 
which  dealt  with  fermentation  as  applied  to  brewing, 
whisky-distilling,  and  cider-making.  It  was  illustrated 
with  lantern-slides,  showing  brewery  scenes  and  apparatus 
Mr.  Baker  gave  first  of  all  an  historical  survey  of  what  is 
known  about  yeast,  and  stated  that  Pasteur's  researches 
first  established  the  fact  that  fermentation  is  due  to  the 
development  and  growth  of  yeast  in  a  saccharine  fluid,  the 
theory  of  spontaneous  generation  being  thus  overthrown 
once  and  for  all.  Pasteur  also  showed  that  there  are  several 
distinct  species  of  yeast,  but  it  was  left  to  Hansen  to  culti- 
vate pure  yeast  from  a  single  cell  and  to  suggest  the  use  of 
the  product  in  brewing.  This  has  been  done  on  the  Con- 
tinent, where  "low  fermentation"  is  carried  out — i.e., 
fermentation  is  conducted  at  a  low  temperature — but  not 


in  the  English  breweries,  where  top  fermentation  (at  high 
temperatures)  is  used.  Mr.  Baker  also  referred  to  Holm 
and  Poulsen's  method  of  analysing  brewers'  yeast,  the 
process  being  founded  on  the  observation  of  Hansen  that 
ordinary  bottom-fermentation  yeast  only  forms  spores  at 
25°  C.  after  some  days,  whilst  "wild"  yeast  forms  them 
in  a  few  hours.  A  little  of  the  yeast  is  spread  on  a  small 
moist  block  of  plaster  of  Paris — a  starvation  diet — and  kept 
at  a  temperature  of  25°  C.  for  some  forty  hours,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  the  spores  will  be  seen  as  round  bodies  within 
the  cell-wall  if  any  wild  yeast  is  present.  The  lecturer 
described  in  detail  the  process  of  brewing,  and  in  his 
description  of  whisky-distilling  referred  to  the  differences 
between  pot-stills  and  patent  stills,  emphasising  the  fact 
that  in  a  pot-still  a  product  can  only  be  obtained  containing 
impurities,  but  that  in  a  patent  still  only  pure  ethylic 
alcohol  is  yielded.  It  is  possible,  however,  to  so  adjust  a 
Coffey's  still  that  any  desired  amount  of  impurity  may  be 
contained  in  the  distillate.  The  flavour  of  whisky  depends 
on  the  yeast  used.  The  final  section  of  the  lecture  referred 
to  the  advantages  that  might  accrue  to  the  cider-industry 
by  using  a  pure  yeast  for  fermenting  instead  of  the  hap- 
hazard methods  now  employed. 

Discussion. 

The  Chairman  spoke  of  the  gigantic  importance  of  the 
brewing-industry,  and  said  that,  although  the  lecture  had 
but  a  remote  bearing  on  pharmacy,  fermentation  might 
supply  a  reason  why  certain  galenical  preparations  go 
wrong. 

Professor  Greenish  said  that  he  had  taken  a  great  interest 
in  Pasteur's  researches,  and  had  visited  Hansen's  laboratory 
at  the  time  the  pure-yeast  investigations  were  being  made. 

Mr.  Collier  said  that  pure  yeast  had  not  been  successful 
in  practice ;  that  is  why  English  brewing  chemists  are  shy 
in  advocating  its  use  by  brewers  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Ling  said  that  pharmacy  is  a  wide  subject,  like 
brewing,  and  it  surprised  most  people  to  learn  what  a  lot 
of  science  there  is  in  brewing.  He  referred  to  the  remark- 
able results  obtained  in  Germany  in  making  artificial  wines 
by  fermenting  worts  with  yeasts  from  moselle,  hock,  etc. 

Mr.  Robert  Wright  thought  that  some  of  the  changes 
that  take  place  in  pharmaceutical  processes,  such  as  deposits 
in  ipecacuanha  wine  and  tinctures,  will  never  be  thoroughly 
explained  till  the  question  of  bacterial  changes  is  gone  into. 
He  hoped  the  Society  will  institute  a  series  of  lectures  on 
bacteriology,  to  stimulate  the  interest  of  pharmacists  in  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Harrison  asked  whether  Buchner's  zymase  had 
been  tried  in  brewing  in  place  of  yeast. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  referring  to  cider  production,  asked 
whether  the  addition  of  honey  to  cider  is  general,  and  if 
the  formaldehyde  in  honey  exerts  a  preservative  action. 

Mr.  Gamble  inquired  whether  Mr.  Baker  had  any  in- 
formation as  to  the  preparation  of  pure  yeast  for  hypo- 
dermic injection,  and  what  is  the  composition  of  the  pow- 
dered yeasts  used  medicinally  and  imported  from  Germany. 

Mr.  Baker,  in  reply,  said  that  zymase,  being  prepared  by 
enormous  pressure,  is  an  altered  substance ;  it  has  not 
been  used  in  brewing  on  account  of  its  high  price.  The 
small  quantity  of  honey  added  to  cider  would  not  have 
much  effect  besides  imparting  body.  There  is  no  means  of 
finding  out  whether  powdered  yeast  is  from  one  cell  unless 
on  examination  under  the  microscope  some  unruptured  cells 
can  be  found.  He  acknowledged  that  an  error  in  the  use  of 
yeast  in  breweries  is  a  costly  thing  for  the  brewer. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  the  lecturer  for  his  interest- 
ing paper. 


COUNCIL  ELECTION. 

The  contest  for  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain  seems  to  lack  interest  nowadays,  when 
seven  instead  of  fourteen  vacancies  have  to  be  filled.  Yet 
there  are  proportionately  more  candidates.  Mr.  Albert 
Cooper  is  retiring ;  he  is  one  of  the  triumvirate  (Messrs. 
Cooper,  Taylor,  and  Wootten)  elected  in  1900  to  help  Mr. 
Glyn-Jones  to  wake  up  the  Council  to  its  responsibilities  in 
regard  to  legislation  on  the  company  problem.  Mr.  Cooper's 
retirement  leaves,  according  to  some,  one  vacancy  to  be 
filled.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  are  s;ven  vacancies,  and 
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of  the  eleven  candidates  six  are  retiring  councillors,  one  is 
an  ex-councillor,  and  four  have  not  yet  had  a  seat  on  it. 

We  have  not  asked  the  retiring  Councillors  for  their 
"  views,"  as  their  deeds  tell  what  they  have  done  since  they 
were  last  before  their  constituents.  We  deal  with  the  old 
and  new  alphabetically. 

Mr.  Charles  Bowen  Allen,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Kil- 
burn,  London,  may  be  regarded,  from  the  territorial  point  of 
view,  as  the  candidate  for  Mr.  Cooper's  place.  He  was 
Vice-President  of  the  Society  for  four  years  (1900-3),  and  is 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  Council's  work.  In  an  in- 
teresting letter  which  he  sends  us  Mr.  Allen  refers  to  the 
Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill,  saying  : 

I  am,  however,  personally,  well  satisfied  with  the  shaping 
of  affairs  so  far  as  they  have  gone,  and,  knowing  something 
of  the  great  difficulties  and  extraordinary  prejudices  winch 
confront  the  President  and  his  colleagues,  I  am  convinced 
that  they  are  exerting  their  utmost  power  to  obtain  the 
recognition  by  statuto  of  our  legitimate  claims.  In  the  pre- 
sent state  of  public  opinion  it  will  manifestly  be  impossible 
to  succeed  in  every  particular,  but  I  am  distinctly  of  opinion 
that  the  wisest  course  to  pursue  is  to  act  up  to  the  spirit  of 
reasonable  compromise,  so  as  to  secure  mutual  agreement 
and  the  best  terms  possible.  The  title  should  be  reserved 
to  the  registered  individual ;  but  I  am  prepared  to  accept 
the  amendment  in  respect  thereto,  providing  that  further 
amendment  follows  in  the  roport  stage,  sufficiently  definite 
in  phraseology,  as  to  really  secure  the  reservation  of  title 
intended.  In  fact,  our  experience  of  the  Bill  of  1868  should 
be  provocative  of  the  most  careful  scrutiny  in  the  text  of 
suggested  amendments  prior  to  agreement. 

The  division  of  the  Minor  examination  is  another  subject 
which  hinges  upon  the  success  of  the  Bill.  I  have  always 
been  in  favour  of  division,  providing  the  antecedent  training 
of  the  examinee  is  known  to  the  examiner,  for  without  this 
the  unfortunate  candidate  would  simply  have  to  undergo 
two  examinations,  each  in  its  way  as  searching  as  the  pre- 
sent. I  regard  it  as  essential  that  greater  facilities  should 
be  given  apprentices ;  not  only  for  the  technical  portion  of 
their  studies,  but,  above  everything,  for  the  actual  practice 
of  the  manipulative  art  in  pharmacy.  It  is  nothing  short 
of  a  grave  scandal  that  it  should  bo  possible  for  candidates 
to  come  into  the  examination  dispensary  who,  to  save  their 
lives — not  merely  to  pass  their  examination — could  not  make 
a  decent  pill,  or  carry  out  the  simplest  process  in  practical 
pharmacy  without  exposing  their  utter  lack  of  training. 

In  these  days  of  compressed  tablets,  machine-made  pills, 
ready-spread  plasters,  and  factory-made  galenicals,  coupled 
with  the  woeful  ignorance  of  the  modern  prescriber  in  all 
things  pertaining  to  practical  pharmacy  in  its  application 
to  the  medicaments  he  desires  to  exhibit,  there  is  some  fear 
that  our  craftsman  runs  the  risk  of  losing  hold  of  his  handi- 
craft ;  but  it  is  the  only  thing  he  has  to  lift  him  above  the 
average  of  the  ordinary  trader,  and  he  should  hold  on  to  it 
as  he  holds  to  existence,  for  there  are  abundant  methods  of 
practising  it,  and  conveying  the  art  to  others,  in  the  smallest 
business,  and  in  localities  far  remote  from  other  educational 
facilities. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  so  far  as  regards  in- 
dividual skill  in  the  manipulative  processes  of  their  daily 
work,  the  chemists  and  druggists  in  business  before  1868 
were,  on  the  average,  immensely  superior  as  practical 
craftsmen  to  those  who  in  the  present  day  come  up  for 
examination  first,  and  get  most  of  their  training  afterwards. 
.  .  .  For  many  reasons  I  thought  it  expedient  to  retire  from 
the  Council  for  a  time,  but  I  am  again  perfectly  ready  to 
continue  my  work  there,  if,  in  the  judgment  of  the  elec- 
torate, my  past  record  has  proved  me  to  be  a  fit  and  proper 
person  to  act  as  their  councillor. 

Mr.  Algernon  Sidney  Campkin,  chemist  and  druggist,  Cam- 
bridge, was  on  several  occasions  nearly  elected  by  vote  of 
the  members,  but  got  his  place  on  the  Council  by  co-optation 
in  March  1904,  to  take  the  place  of  the  late  Mr.  John 
Taylor.  Since  he  got  on  he  has  been  quieter  than  most 
people  expected,  and  has  had  little  chance  of  publicly  demon- 
strating his  administrative  abilities. 

Mr.  William  Gowen  Cross,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Shrewsbury,  went  on  the  Council  when  a  reform  wave 
passed  over  pharmacy  in  1886.  He  was  the  last  President 
of  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Trade  Association  of  Great 
Britain,  but  a  moderate  man  from  the  Bloomsbury  point  of 
view,  and  his  services  have  taken  him  right  into  the  inner 
circle  of  the  Council.  He  was  Vice-President  of  the  Society 
for  three  years  (1892-5)  of  Mr.  Carteighe's  presidency.  He 
occasionally  participates  in  public  discussions. 

Mr.  William  Giles,  chemist  and  druggist,  Aberdeen,  is 
having  another  trial  of  his  pharmaceutic  strength.  His  bat 
is  his  own,  as  Mr.  Storrar  is  the  "official"  Scotch  candi- 


date. Mr.  Giles  has  been  thirty  years  in  business  on  his 
own  account  in  Aberdeen,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  the 
administrative  affairs  of  that  city,  of  which  he  is  a  J. P.  He 
is 

a  supporter  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  in  regard  to  the 
Government  Poisons,  etc.,  Bill  believes  there  are  some  good 
features  in  it,  although  there  are  some  points  he  would  be 
opposed  to.  We  cannot  hope  to  get  all  we  wish  just  at  once, 
he  adds;  he  thinks  that  by  the  able  championship  of  the 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  than  whom  no  ono 
is  better  qualified  to  deal  with  a  matter  of  this  kind,  the 
Government  Bill  will  bo  much  improved  before  it  reaches 
the  final  stages  in  Parliament. 

Mr.  Walter  Hills,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  London,  is  in 
service  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Council.  He 
exemplifies  the  hereditary  principle — Jacob  Bell,  Thomas 
Hyde  Hills,  Walter  Hills — and  these  names  indicate  the 
whole  history  of  the  Society.  He  was  President  in  1896-9, 
has  served  three  years  as  Treasurer,  and  is  the  head  of  the 
pharmaceutical  representatives  associated  with  the  Pharma- 
copoeia Committee  of  the  General  Medical  Council. 

Mr.  Frederick  Pilkington  Sargeant,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Leeds,  again  comes  forward  as  the  chosen  candi- 
date of  the  West  Riding  Federation  of  Chemists'  Associa- 
tions. Last  year  he  was  at  the  top  of  the  unsuccessful 
candidates,  with  1,382  votes.  Some  think  he  would  have 
got  in  had  there  not  been  a  local  division.  Mr.  Sargeant's 
views  are  thus  expressed  : 

I  believe  tho  Pharmacy  Acts  we  havo  could  be  more  effi- 
ciently administered,  and  that  the  essential  work  of  tho 
Pharmaceutical  Society  could  be  more  economically  con- 
ducted. The  retail  chemists  who  know  me,  and  among 
whom  I  live,  have  been  my  strongest  supporters.  I  regret 
that  a  more  spirited  fight  has  not  been  made  for  our  rights 
in  legislation  matters,  but  believe  that  the  Government  Bill 
may  be  made  of  real  use  to  chemists  if  a  great  effort  be  made 
to  prevent  mischievous  amendments  being  added  in  the 
Houso  of  Commons. 
We  gathered  in  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Sargeant  recently 
that  if  he  gets  on  the  Council  he  will  not  be  a  silent  member. 

Mr.  Furlow  Ross  Sergeant,  chemist  and  druggist,  Not- 
tingham, solicits  the  suffrages  of  the  electors  for  the  first 
time.  He  was  apprenticed  to  the  late  Mr.  William  Smith, 
Nottingham,  and  after  that  had  London  experience,  re- 
turning to  Nottingham  to  manage  Mr.  Smith's  business, 
which  he  has  owned  since  1890.  He  has  done  good  work 
for  the  local  Association,  and  conducted  its  dispensing-class. 
In  regard  to  his  candidature  Mr.  Sergeant  says  : 

As  a  chemist  in  business  in  a  busy  commercial  centre  my 
sympathies  are  naturally  with  those  of  my  own  craft;  their 
difficulties  are  my  difficulties,  their  aspirations  mine.  I  am 
a  strong  believer  in  local  organisation,  and  have  worked 
with  the  idea  of  helping  to  perfect  our  present  scheme  for 
many  years.  I  realise  that  the  chemist  of  the  future  will  bo 
more  of  a  professional  man  than  ho  has  been  in  the  past, 
and  for  that  reason,  though  I  should  not  like  to  see  the  Minor 
made  easier,  I  consider  it  advantageous  that  it  should  be 
divided  so  that  more  thorough  work  could  be  done  in  each 
subject.  I  should  support  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  1906,  but 
consider  that  the  Government  Bill  may  be  so  amended  as  to 
be  a  satisfactory  Act  in  place  of  our  own  Bill. 

Mr.  David  Storrar,  chemist  and  druggist,  Kirkcaldy,  suc- 
ceeded the  late  Mr.  John  Robbins  as  a  councillor  in  1890. 
His  continuous  services  since  have  involved  much  travelling. 
At  the  Council-table  he  has  never  been  afraid  to  say  what  he 
thinks,  and  it  is  generally  something  to  the  point.  We 
regret  our  portrait  of  Mr.  Storrar  has  not  come  to  hand  in 
time. 

Dr.  Charles  Symes.  pharmaceutical  chemist.  Liverpool, 
has  been  so  long  on  the  Council  that  one  wonders  what  it 
would  be  like  without  him.  He  supplies  reporters  with 
more  than  the  average  of  "  copy,"  and  is  known  throughout 
the  country  as  an  exponent  of  advanced  views. 

Mr.  Richard  Carnelley  Walshaw,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Huddersfield,  is  the  independent  candidate  who  upset  the 
West  Riding  Federation  last  year.  This  is  his  third  ap- 
pearance as  a  candidate  ;  and  he  offers  to  the  electors  his 
experience  of  the  retail  trade  and  its  organisations,  in  most 
of  which  (local  and  national)  he  takes  an  active  part.  He 
advocates  strongly  that  chemists  and  chemists'  associations 
should  take  more  interest  than  they  do  in  the  local  and 
general  organisations  of  retail  traders,  with  the  idea  of 
enlisting  Chambers  of  Trade  on  the  side  of  chemists  in 
such  fights  as  that  proceeding  between  the  P.A.T.A.  anrt 
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co-operative  stores.  He  opposes  Mr.  F.  P.  Sargeant  because 
he  has 

a  strong  personal  feeling  and  conviction  that  no  candidates 
for  a  seat  on  the  Council  should — seeing  that  the  Councillors 
appoint  the  examiners  and  have  the  right  of  entry  to  tho 
examination-room  during  the  examinations — bo  teachers  in 
and  proprietors  of  schools  of  pharmacy.  He  is  also  a  very 
strong  believer  in  the  thorough  crganisation  of  the  trade.  He 
considers  the  title  should  be  reserved  to  the  individual,  and 
should  not  be  used  by  companies;  supports  the  action  of  tho 
Council  in  its  dealings  with  the  Government  Poisons  and 
Pharmacy  Bill,  but  disagrees  with  many  of  its  provisions; 
and  says  still  further  efforts  Bhould  be  mado  during  its 
progress  through  Parliament  to  got  the  disagreeable 
features  removed. 

Mr.  Alfred  Charles  Wootton,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
London,  was.  as  already  stated,  elected  as  a  reformer  in 
1900.  He  is  the  author  of  the  qualified-director  principle, 
and  the  fact  that  he  is  Chairman  of  the  Council's  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  indicates  what  his  colleagues  think  of 
his  ability  in  that  direction.  Some  people  wonder  why  an 
ex-Editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  should  have 
thrown  himself  so  heartily  into  the  work  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society.  The  fact  that  he  has  done  so  surely  demon- 
strates that  he  merely  carries  into  practice  now  what  he  could 
previously  only  express  in  criticism.  As  a  counsellor  of 
councillors  he  has  served  the  Society  well  during  the  forty 
years  he  has  been  connected  with  it. 

To  give  point  to  these  observations  we  ask  subscribers 
and  members  of  their  staff  to  forecast  the  result  of  the 
poll.  They  have  merely  to  write  all  the  above  names  in 
the  conjectured  order  on  postcards  and  post  to  the  Editor 
of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon  Street,  London, 
E.C.  A  guinea  will  be  awarded  as  a  prize  for  the  correct 
card,  and  if  there  is  more  than  one  the  prize  may  be  aug- 
mented and  divided. 


£raoe  Botes. 


Messrs.  Davy  Hill  &  Hodgkinsons,  Ltd.,  intimate  that 
their  offices  and  warehouse  will  be  open  on  Saturday, 
April  14,  for  urgent  orders  only. 

The  Murine  Eye  Remedy  Co.,  Chicago,  U.S.A.,  call 
attention  in  an  advertisement  in  this  issue  to  the  properties 
of  murine 

Citric  Acid. — A  new  maker  of  citric  acid,  Messrs.  H. 
Salle  &  Co.,  4  rue  Elzevir,  Paris,  advertises  that  chemical 
in  our  announcement  columns. 

Showcase. — Messrs.  Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay,  Ltd., 
Birmingham,  are  advertising  in  this  issue  a  new  design  in 
centre  showcases  for  the  display  of  fancy  articles  and 
sponges.    The  prices  are  very  reasonable. 

S.V.R.,  chemically  pure,  is  being  advertised  by  Messrs. 
Humphrey,  Taylor  &  Co.,  Chelsea  Distillery,  King's  Road, 
London,  S.W.  For  over  a  century  this  firm  have  made  pure 
S.V.R.,  and  they  now  invite  applications  for  quotation  and 
comparison. 

Extra  Pharmacopoeia. — The  entry  in  the  list  of  chemists' 
books  in  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  concerning 
Martindale  and  Westcott's  "  Extra  Pharmacopoeia"  has  by 
some  means  become  mutilated.  Will  subscribers  please 
note  the  entry  should  read  : 

Martindale,  W.  H.,  and  Westcott,  TP.  TP.    Extra  Phar- 
macopoeia.   51x3.    Pp.  809.    9s.  6d.  net.    Lewis,  1904. 

P.A.T.A.  and  Co-ops. — The  principal  development  of 
the  week  is  that  Messrs.  Edward  Cook  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  the  soap 
specialists,  Bow,  London,  E.,  have  intimated  their  ad- 
herence to  the  P.A.T.A.  resolution  and  their  protected 
articles  have  accordingly  been  restored  to  the  list.  As 
Messrs.  Cook  explained  in  their  letter  in  the  C.  Jb  D.  last 
week,  their  business  with  co-operative  societies  is  in  articles 
which  chemists  do  not  handle,  and  they  have  had  little 
difficulty  in  meeting  the  desires  of  the  trade.  "  Koko  for 
the  hair  "  is  also  to  be  restored  to  the  P.A.T.A.  list. 

' '  Vampire  "  Spiral  Flycatchers  are  again  to  the  fore. 
Messrs.  Kay  Brothers,  Ltd.,  St.  Petersgate  Mills,  Stockport, 
the  makers,  inform  us  that  the  "  Vampire  "  is  now  obtainable 
with  labels  in  French,  German,  Dutch,  Spanish,  and  Portu- 
guese, as  well  as  English,  which  should  be  noted  by  those  of 


our  subscribers  who  have  customers  of  various  nationalities. 
A  point  about  the  "  Vampire  "  is  that,  being  in  hermetically 
sealed  packages,  stock  left  over  from  one  season  does  not 
deteriorate,  but  is  equally  saleable  when  the  fly  season 
returns  in  the  following  year. 

Zeiss's  Catalogue.— The  1906  edition  of  Carl  Zeiss's 
catalogue  of  microscopes  and  microscopical  accessories  has 
just  been  published.  It  contains  details  of  the  microscopes 
made  by  the  firm  and  includes  some  new  items,  principally 
improvements  in  stands,  but  there  is  also  a  new  corneal 
microscope  and  micro-speetro-photometer.  Many  of  the 
prices  have  been  reduced.  The  catalogue  is  more  than  a 
price-list,  for  the  explanations  given  of  the  various  ap- 
paratus figured  make  it  supplementary  to  text-books  on 
the  microscope,  as  many  of  the  appliances  have  not  yet 
found  their  way  into  books.  Carl  Zeiss's  London  address 
is  29  Margaret  Street,  Regent  Street,  London,  W. 


personalities. 

Sir  Victor  Horsley  is  not  seeking  re-election  to  the 
General  Medical  Council. 

Mr.  Edwin  A.  Morgan,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been 
elected  a  member  of  the  Royston  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Wright,  chemist  and  druggist,  Egremont, 
Cumberland,  has  been  appointed  postmaster  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Julian  Horrell,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of 
4  Albion  Street,  Broadstairs,  has  been  elected  Chairman  of 
the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Dixon,  chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street, 
East  Grinstead,  has  been  returned  at  the  top  of  the  poll  for 
the  local  Urban  Council. 

Lieut. -Colonel  Clifford  Probyn,  L.C.C.,  last  week 
presided  at  a  smoking-concert  given  by  the  L.C.C.  Musical 
Society  at  Caxton  Hall,  Westminster. 

Mr.  Robert  Wright,  chemist  and  druggist,  189  Shields 
Road,  Byker,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  has  been  appointed  an 
overseer  of  the  poor  for  the  parish  of  Byker. 

Mr.  Thos.  Brewis,  chemist  and  druggist,  and  Mr.  W.  R. 
Fowler,  a  retired  chemist,  have  been  elected  to  the  Ports- 
mouth Board  of  Guardians.  BoFh  gentlemen  were  former 
members  of  the  Board,  and  both  have  recently  contested  the 
seats  unsuccessfully. 

Mr.  J.  Spencer  Palmer,  chemist  and  dental  surgeon,  of 
Thornbury,  has  written  to  a  local  paper  warning  readers 
against  the  seductive  advertisements  of  M.  Tanquerey, 
of  Paris,  who  offers  life-size  enlargements  of  photographs 
sent  to  him  "absolutely  free  of  charge."  Before  returning 
the  originals  Tanquerey  demands  8s.  to  10s.  each  "  for 
freight,  etc.,"  and  Mr.  Palmer's  experience  is  that  "  equally 
well-executed  enlargements  can  be  obtained  through  any 
good  local  photographer  at  about  7s.  6d.  each."  Mr.  Palmer 
believes  that  Tanquerey  has  circularised  every  chemist  on 
the  register,  and  he  wants  his  brother  chemists  to  know  that 
they  need  not  expect  a  "  free"  enlargement  from  the  Tan- 
qurey  establishment. 

Mr.  R.  Feaver  Clarke,  of  Gravesend,  is  the  subject  of 
an  illustrated  interview  in  the  "Kent  Messenger"  of 
March  31.  Mr.  Feaver  Clarke  is  well  known  to  pharma- 
cists all  over  the  country  on  account  of  the  active  interest 
he  takes  in  pharmaceutical  affairs  in  the  Federation  of  Local 
Associations,  at  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference, 
and  in  the  London  Chemists'  Association ;  and  he  is  practi- 
cally the  backbone  of  the  North  Kent  and  District  Chemists' 
Association.  He  is  a  native  of  Wincanton,  Somersetshire, 
where  he  was  born  on  October  26,  1843.  He  was  educated 
at  Browning's  Academy,  Weston,  near  Bath,  and  at  the 
Wesleyan  College,  Taunton.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was 
apprenticed  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Purchase,  of  Wincanton,  and  in 
1864  removed  to  Torquay,  where  he  assisted  in  the  business 
of  Mr.  J.  B.  Guyer,  in  those  days  a  chemist  of  high 
standing  in  that  favoured  health-resort.  It  was  while 
there  that  Mr.  Clarke  passed  the  pharmaceutical  examina- 
tions. For  four  years  Mr.  Clarke  was  Hon.  Secretary  of 
the  Torquay  Rowing  Club,  and  in  that  capacity  he  met  the 
Emperor  Napoleon,  then  in  exile.  The  record  of  Mr. 
Clarke's  public  work  in  Gravesend  is  far  too  long  even  to 
enumerate  here. 
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Westminster  Mtsfcom. 

(From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.) 


The  Budget. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Asquith)  will  make 
his  Budget  statement  on  Monday,  April  30. 

Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill. 

This  Bill  as  amended  by  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords  has  been  printed.  It  has  been  recommitted  to  the 
Standing  Committee,  where  the  Earl  of  Crewe  will  submit 
the  terms  of  his  time-limit  for  the  use  of  the  title  "  chemist 
and  druggist,"  etc.,  by  companies.  These  have  not  yet  been 
made  public.  The  Standing  Committee  is  at  present  con- 
sidering the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  and 
before  it  reaches  the  Poisons  Bill  it  has  also  to  dispose  of 
the  Registration  of  Patent  Agents  Bill. 

The  draft  Regulations  which  Lord  Crewe,  in  moving  the 
second  reading,  promised  to  lay  upon  the  table,  are  printed 
on  p.  557  of  this  issue. 

The  deferment  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  from  day  to  day  has 
become  a  mere  formality,  its  promoters  reserving  their 
energies  until  the  Government's  Poisons  and  Pharmacy 
Bill  in  due  course  reaches  the  Lower  Chamber. 

Diachylon. 

Replying  to  Mr.  Samuel  Roberts  (member  for  the  Eccle- 
sall  division  of  Sheffield)  on  Tuesday,  April  10,  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Home  Secretary,  stated  that  several  representations 
on  the  subject  of  diachylon  have  been  received,  and  his  notice 
has  been  called  to  one  of  the  recent  Sheffield  cases.  As 
to  scheduling  diachylon  as  a  poison  (suggested  in  Mr. 
Roberts's  question),  Mr.  Gladstone  stated  that  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council  (the  Earl  of  Crewe)  is  advised  that 
"  to  schedule  diachylon  as  a  poison  would  not  mitigate  the 
evil  which  is  complained  of" — i.e.,  the  increasing  practice 
of  women  taking  it  with  a  view  to  producing  abortion. 

Sight-testing  Opticians  Bill. 
In  the  House  of  Lords  on  Thursday,  April  5,  Lord 
Addington  introduced  a  Bill  to  regulate  the  practice  of 
opticians  as  regards  the  testing  of  sight,  and  it  was  read 
a  first  time.  Before  the  House  rose  on  Friday,  April  6, 
no  date  had  been  fixed  for  the  second  reading.  The  Bill  has 
been  referred  to  in  the  G.  &  D.  on  several  occasions,  and 
proposes  to  regulate  the  practice  of  sight-testing  somewhat 
on  the  lines  of  the  Dentists  Act.  The  persons  registered 
under  the  Act  will  alone  be  entitled  to  recover  fees  or 
charges  for  acting  as  sight-testing  opticians.  An  unregis- 
tered person  may  not  use  the  title  "  sight-testing  optician," 
or  take  or  use  any  name,  title,  designation,  addition,  or 
description,  whether  by  means  of  initials  or  letters  placed 
after  his  name  or  otherwise,  implying  that  he  is  registered 
under  this  Act,  or  that  he  is  a  person  especially  qualified  to 
practise  sight-testing  or  testing  sight."  The  penalty  is  put 
at  "not  exceeding  20?."  The  constitution  of  the  Board  of 
Optical  Registration  is  laid  down  in  Clause  7,  and  is  one 
upon  which  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  between  two 
sections  of  the  optical  industry.  In  the  Bill  it  is  to  consist 
of  sixteen  persons — two  elected  by  the  Privy  Council,  two 
by  medical  colleges,  six  by  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company, 
and  six  by  registered  sight-testing  opticians.  There  are 
the  usual  clauses  in  regard  to  the  keeping  of  the  register 
and  for  registering  persons  who  have  practised  sight-testing 
before  the  passing  of  the  Act  if  application  is  made  within 
one  year.  The  time  fixed  is  six  months  for  one  who  has 
tested  sight  on  his  own  account,  and  three  years  for  an 
assistant. 

Vivisection. 

A  Vivisection  Abolition  Bill  has  been  introduced  this  week 
by  Mr.  John  Johnson,  the  member  for  Gateshead.  The 
Bill  would  prohibit  experiments  and  demonstrations  upon 
live  animals.  Under  its  provisions  a  constable,  upon  the 
instruction  of  a  magistrate,  may  confiscate  all  materials 
intended  for  such  demonstrations,  and  order  the  destruc- 
tion, by  a  competent  person  and  in  the  most  painless  manner 
possible,  of  any  animal  experimented  upon.  The  Bill  would 
abolish  the  Cruelty  to  Animals  Act,  1876,  and  repeal  all 
licences  granted  under  it.  Offenders  under  the  Bill  would 
be  liable  to  punishment  in  courts  of  summary  jurisdiction, 
unless  special  appeal  to  the  contrary  should  be  made. 


Limited  Partnerships  Bill. 
This  Bill,  which  Lord  Avebury  has  recently  succeeded 
in  passing  through  the  House  of  Lords,  was  introduced 
into  the  House  of  Commons  on  Tuesday.  Sir  William 
Holland  is  its  sponsor  in  the  Lower  House.  The  Bill 
would  limit  the  liability  of  capitalists  investing  their  money 
in  business  enterprises  to  the  amount  of  capital  so  intro- 
duced. It  is  thought  that  the  Bill  would  have  the  effect  of 
diverting  to  business  purposes  a  considerable  amount  of 
capital  which  is  not  now  actively  employed. 

Vaccination. 

Mr.  John  Burns,  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  has  expressed  his  belief,  in  response  to  a  question 
by  Mr.  J.  Williams  Benn.  that  the  lymph  used  by  public 
vaccinators  is  almost  entirely  that  which  is  issued  gratuit- 
ously by  the  National  Vaccine  Establishment. — Mr.  Arnold 
Lupton  has  precedence  on  Wednesday,  April  25,  for  a 
motion  declaring  "that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
vaccination  ought  no  longer  to  be  obligatory  on  those  who 
regard  it  as  useless  or  dangerous." 

West  African  Medical  Service. 
Mr.  Nolan  is  asking  the  Colonial  Office  Representative 
whether  coloured  medical  men  of  African  origin  or  descent 
are  excluded  from  the  West  African  Medical  Service,  and, 
if  so,  upon  what  grounds. 

Proposed  International  Exhibition  in  London. 
The  Prune  Minister  did  not  lend  any  great  encourage- 
ment to  the  suggestion  put  forward  by  Mr.  Arthur  Fell, 
that  an  international  exhibition  should  be  held  in  London 
in  1908,  but  will  consider  any  evidence  as  to  the  general 
desire  for  such  an  exhibition. 

Working  or  Foreign  Patents. 
Mr.  Lloyd  George,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  on 
Monday,  April  9,  received  a  deputation  from  the  Associated 
Chambers  of  Commerce  and  other  bodies  who  urged  the 
necessity  for  legislation  to  compel  patentees  to  work  their 
patents  in  this  country  instead  of  from  works  abroad.  Sir 
W.  H.  Holland.  M.P.,  introduced  the  deputation,  and  Mr. 
Ivan  Levinstein  was  one  of  the  principal  speakers.  Mr. 
Lloyd  George,  in  reply,  said  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
the  matter  was  one  of  great  urgency,  and  he  entirely  re- 
pudiated the  suggestion  that  it  had  anything  to  do  with  free 
trade  and  protection.  A  patent,  he  said,  is  a  monopoly 
conferred  by  the  State  in  consideration  of  the  extension  of 
industrial  areas  and  the  furtherance  of  employment,  and  if 
the  State  is  not  getting  its  share  of  the  bargain  it  is  entitled 
to  revoke  the  monopoly.  He  desired  information  as  to  where 
the  last  Fatent  Act,  which  embodies  the  principle  of  com- 
pulsory working,  has  broken  down.  After  some  discussion 
it  was  arranged  that  Mr.  Lloyd  George  should  receive  a 
smaller  deputation  to  talk  over  the  matter.  No  legislation 
on  the  subject  can  be  undertaken  this  year,  but  Mr.  Lloyd 
George's  sympathetic  bearing  and  speech  indicated  that  we 
are  within  measurable  distance  of  reform  on  this  subject-. 
It  is  stated  that  the  most  important  manufacturers  of  chemi- 
cals in  Germany  are  prepared  to  establish  factories  in  Eng- 
land if  they  find  it  necessary  either  by  fiscal  or  patent 
reform. 

Indoor  Situations. 
The  Home  Secretarv  has  appointed  a  Ccnunittee  to  inquire 
into  the  working  of'  the  Truck  Acts.  The  Right  Hon. 
Thomas  Shaw.  M.P.,  Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland,  is  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  and  among  the  members  are  Mr. 
E.  A.  Brotherton.  M.P.  for  Wakefield,  and  Mr.  H.  J. 
Tennant.  both  connected  with  chemical  industry.  The 
terms  refer  particularly  to  whether  fines  and  deductions 
from  wages  should  be  prohibited.  The  Committee  is  also 
to  consider  and  report  whether  the  practice  of  shop-assist- 
ants and  certain  classes  of  workpeople  being  lodged  and 
boarded  by  their  employers  gives  rise  to  abuses  needing 
remedy  by  the  extension  of  the  Truck  Acts,  or  by  other 
action'of  the  State.  Correspondence  on  the  subject  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Secretary,  Mr.  T.  E.  Bettany,  at  the 
Home  Office.  Whitehall,  London,  S.W. 


Needle-less  Without  It. — "  A  chemist  without  the  weekly 
copv  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  like  a  tailor  without  a 
needle,"  writes  a  South  African  subscriber  (13/40). 
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Conundrum  Column. 

Last  Week's  Prescription. 

We  repeat  the  French  prescription  given  as  an  exercise  in 
transcription,  together  with  the  translation  : 


several  of  them  qualified  for  prizes.  The  first  prize  is 
awarded  to 

W.  H.  Cole,  c/o  A.  J.  Wells,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist, 
Gloucester, 

whose  transcription  and  translation  are  correct  and  the  card 
neatly  written.  The  following  two  competitors  tie  for  the 
second  prize,  and  will  each  receive  2s.  6d.  : 

V.  Chauffourier,  c/o  W.  Hucklebridge,  Dispensing 

Chemist,  116  Ebury  Street,  London,  S.W. 
Walter  V.  Kelsey,  c/o  Boots,  Ltd.,  Guernsey.  Channel 
Islands. 

The  Poison-bottle  Conundrum 

given  in  the  C.  db  D.  of  March  31  has  not  been  solved, 
although  many  ingenious  attempts  were  made.  The  bottles 
were  intended  to  represent  "strong  liniment  "  [lineament] 
and  "weak  liniment."  The  most  ingenious  answer  comes 
from  a  Brrmingham  reader,  who  makes  them  out  to  be  "  lin. 
ammonite"  and  "lin.  simplex." 

The  Bradford  Puzzle 

is  still  unsolved,  although  many  more  attempts  have  reached 
us.    The  puzzle  must  now  be  considered  insoluble. 


Donner  un  lavement  a  l'Eau  boriquee — Apres  que  l'enfant 
1'aura  rendu — lui  doime-r  au  moycn  d'une  poire — lc  lavement 
Buivant 

Eau   30  gram. 

Sulfate  do  quinine     ...       ...  0.20  eentigr. 

Eau  de  Rabel   q.s.  pour  dissoudre 

F.  s.  a.    [Faites  selon  art] 
The  best  translation  is — 

Give  an  enema  of  boric  acid  solution  ;  after  the  child  has 
discharged  it,  give; — by  means  of  a  pear-shaped  syringe — the 
following  injection  : 

Water   30  grammes 

Sulphate  of  quinine   20  centigrammes 

Rabel's  solution    enough  to  dissolve 

Make  according  to  art. 

The  response  has  been  good,  but  has  apparently  been 
limited  because  the  prescription  was  in  French.  *  Those 
students  who  were  fearful  of  attempting  the  translation 
should  have  studied  the  chapter  on  French  prescriptions  in 
the  "Art  of  Dispensing,"  and  with  the  aid  of  a  French 
dictionary  would  probably  have  been  able  to  give  a  fairly 
accurate  transcription.  Among  the  difficulties  in  the  pre- 
scription was  the  translation  of  "apres  que  l'enfant  l'aura 
rendu."  Naturally  this  is  a  direction  which  needs  to  be  as 
delicately  put  as  possible,  but  there  must  be  no  sacrifice  of 
accuracy  of  expression.  "Returned  it,"  "discharged  it," 
"evacuated  it,"  "has  had  a  motion,"  are  some  of  the  readings 
submitted,  and  it  is  possible  that  there  may  still  remain  a 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  which  expression  is  the  best. 
The  competitor  who  translated  it  "  after  which  the  boy  will 
return  "  had  forgotten  for  the  moment  that  it  is  the  injection 
that  usually  returns.  The  words  "  une  poire"  refer  to  the 
pear-shaped  enema  syringe  or  bottle  used  for  administering 
small  injections.  "Ball  syringe,"  "pear-shaped  india- 
rubber  enema,"  and  "  enema  bottle"  are  some  of  the  trans- 
lations submitted,  which  show  that  the  competitors  knew 
what  is  referred  to  by  "  une  poire."  Two  or  three  read  the 
words  as  "  un  pinceau,"  which  is  incorrect.  Eau  de  Rabel 
is  a  mixture  of  sulphuric  acid  and  alcohol,  coloured  with  red 
poppies,  which  in  similar  form  is  found  in  most  Continental 
Pharmacopoeias.  Information  on  this  point  could  have  been 
gleaned  from  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas"  by  those  who  do 
not  possess  a  Codex.  As  regards  the  letters  "  f .  s.  a.," 
many  of  the  competitors  disregarded  them,  while  others  sub- 
mitted the  following  transcriptions:  "  Faire  selon  art," 
"usage  selon  avis,"  "fiat  secundum  artem  "  ;  but  we  think 
that  "faites  selon  art"  is  best  suited  to  the  case.  Some 
competitors  translated  the  weights  into  English  weights, 
but  this  is  not  necessary  in  view  of  the  fact  that  such  con- 
version could  only  be  approximate  and  that  most  chemists 
keep  a  set  of  metric  weights  at  the  dispensing-counter.  We 
ought  to  add  that  one  competitor  (hors  concours)  translated 
"un  lavement"  by  "a  clyster,"  which  is  perfectly  correct 
but  rather  archaic  in  most  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
We  have  also  to  thank  those  of  our  readers  who  marked 
their  cards  "hors  concours"  for  sending  in  translations; 


practical  "Botes  ano  formulae 

Dr.  Latjser's  Cough-drops. 
An  examination  of  this  preparation  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Institute  at  Dahlem  showed  that  it  is  a  mixture  of  watery 
solution  of  liquorice,   infusion  of  senega,   liq.  amnion, 
anisatus,  and  a  trace  of  free  ammonia. 

Dr.  Lauser's  Stomachic  Powder, 
which  has  a  good  sale  in  Berlin,  has  been  analysed  by  Dr. 
J.  Kochs,  who  reports  it  to  be  a  mixture  of 

Sodium  bicarbonate      ...       ...  30.5 

Sodium  sulphate  ...       ...       ...  7.6 

Magnesium  carbonate   11.5 

Calcium  carbonato    7.6 

Charcoal,  in  fine  powder        ...  7.6 

Ginger,  in  fine  powder   3.8 

Gum  arabic    7.6 

Siberian  castor    2.4 

Bismuth  subnitrato    15.24 

Sodium  chloridi   6.1 

The  powder  is  sold  at  lm.,  2m.,  and  3m.,  and  the  dose  is  a 
teaspoonful.—  Apoth.  Zeit.,  1906,  80. 

Antiseptic  Powtders. 
The  formula  given  herewith  produces  a  toilet-powder 
that  is  well  spoken  of  by  doctors  for  its  antiseptic  pro- 
perties : 

Pulv.  boracis    3'9'- 

Pulv.  alum,  exsicc   ...  Jiss. 

Thymol  is       ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  xj. 

Mentholia    gr.  J 

Phonoli   gr.  vHbs. 

Eucalyptoli    gtt.  x. 

01.  gaultheriee    gtt.  ij. 

Carmini   q.a.  ad  color. 

M.  ft.  pulv. 

For  perspiring  feet  the  following,  used  in  conjunction  with 
a  warm  foot-bath  of  a  weak  solution  of  potassium  per- 
manganate, has  been  found  very  beneficial  : 

Potass,  permangan.    3'ss. 

Pulv.  aluminis       ...       ...       ...  sj. 

Pulv.  cretse  gallica?    Jviss. 

Zinci  oxidi  jiiss. 

Calcii  hydrat.    3'iss. 

M.  ft.  pulv. 

Quince  Toilet-balm. 
An  agreeable  and  inexpensive  toilet -lotion  is  made  as 
follows  : 

Sem.  cydoniae    gr.  lxxij. 

Aquse  3x. 

Glycerini       ...       ...       ...       ...  Jx. 

Aquee  rosse   3XX- 

Macerate  the  quince-seed  in  the  water  for  ten  hours,  add  the 
roso-water,  strain,  and  add  the  glycerin. 
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©enervations  ano  'Reflections. 

By  Xeayser. 


Sentence  Suspended 

for  seven  years.  Lord  Crewe  is  con- 
vinced, "after  very  close  thought  and  consideration,"  that 
the  claim  of  pharmacists  to  the  exclusive  right  to  the  title 
which  they  have  acquired  by  the  statute-defined  method  is  a 
just  one,  and  he  gives  effect  to  his  opinion  by  granting  a 
seven-years'  concession  of  it  to  its  usurpers.  "  It  would  be 
exceedingly  hard,"  he  says,  "that  people  who  had  done 
that " — that  is,  had  appropriated  a  piece  of  property  which 
they  had  never  earned — "  apparently  under  the  sanction  of 
the  law  for  many  years,"  should  now  be  put  to  expense  to 
abandon  what  was  never  theirs  by  any  moral  right.  Most 
delicately  considerate  on  the  part  of  his  Lordship,  assuredly. 
Now  suppose  that  some  poor  druggist  were  to  adorn  his 
breast  with  the  ribbon  of  the  Garter,  or  his  brow  with  a 
strawberry-leaved  coronet ;  he  could  do  so,  I  believe,  with 
the  apparent  sanction  of  the  law — at  least,  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  statute  prohibiting  him.  But  suppose  the  practice 
were  to  spread,  and  suppose  it  came  to  threaten  in  some  way 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  most  noble  dukes  and 
knights ;  the  consequent  Act  of  Parliament  would  be  short 
and  definite,  and  a  plea  for  seven  years'  grace  would  be 
received,  I  imagine,  with  only  derisive  laughter. 

Black  Michael, 

now  sublimed  into  the  Viscount  St.  Aldwyn, 
retains  in  his  peerage  and  sanctity  obvious  traces  of  that 
bitterness  towards  pharmacists  which  he  manifested  when  a 
party  of  Bristol  chemists  went  to  interview  him  two  or  three 
years  ago.  It  was  then  that  he  sarcastically  insisted  on  his 
right  to  be  a  railway  director,  even  though  he  might  not 
know  how  to  drive  an  engine.  His  argument  now  expands. 
Being  a  railway  director  and  employing  engine-drivers  he 
would,  it  may  be  presumed,  claim  the  right  to  describe  him- 
self as  an  engine-driver  if  "he  wished  to  do  so.  At  least  he 
claims  an  analogous  right  for  directors  of  drug  companies 
who  employ  qualified  chemists  and  druggists. 

The  Wholesale  Co-ops. 

do  not  seem  to  be  entering  on  their 
contest  with  the  faithful  P.A.T.A.-ites  with  that  zest  and 
confident  joy  which  itself  half  assures  victory.  The  com- 
munications between  the  wholesale  and  the  retail  stores 
are  tinged  with  the  melancholy  tone  of  the  good  man  who 
has  done  what  he  believes  to  be  right,  but  is  by  no  means 
sure  of  his  reward.  According  to  the  "  Co-operative  News," 
there  are  eighteen  manufacturers  who  refuse  supplies  and 
nineteen  who  have  intimated  their  intention  to  maintain 
previous  relations.  These  figures  may  probably  be  ex- 
plained as  comprising  the  firms  who  have  protected  the 
prices  of  their  products,  and  with  whom  the  Wholesale 
Co-operative  Society  had  accounts.  In  a  manifesto,  in- 
tended perhaps  for  the  eighteen  to  read,  the  Wholesale 
Society  announces  that  it  proposes  to  "match"  in  its  own 
factories  the  goods  it  cannot  buy,  and  guarantees  that  these 
will  be  "not  only  as  effective,  but,  we  have  no  hesitation 
in  asserting,  generally  speaking,  superior  to  those  adver- 
tised." The  cautious  "generally  speaking"  is  a  pretty 
illustration  of  the  mingling  of  hope  and  doubt  which  are 
working  in  the  minds  of  the  co-op.  directors  at  this  junc- 
ture. It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  purchasing  members 
will  be  satisfied  with  the  superior  articles ;  many  of  them 
in  their  ignorance  may  have  got  attached  to  the  commoner 
stuff. 


"A Frank  Discussion" 

is  announced  for  the  Conference  at 
Edinburgh  which  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  So- 
ciety is  to  attend.  Scotch  controversialists  are  not  generally 
squeamish  in  the  expression  of  their  views,  so  that  when 
they  promise  in  advance  to  be  specially  frank,  the  intimation 
is  significant,  if  not  ominous.  The  President,  however, 
carries  with  him  an  inexhaustible  cruse  of  oil  which  may 
be  depended  upon  to  last  through  even  a  couple  of  hours  of 
northern  heckling. 
The  Removal  of  Diachylon 

from  the  B.P.,  as  suggested 
by  the  British  Medical  Association,  might  be  a  mark  of 
medical  displeasure,  but  it  could  have  no  effect  on  the 
abuse  of  the  compound  which  undoubtedly  prevails,  espe- 
cially in  the  Midlands.  Beecham's  pills  are  not  in  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  but  they  are  bought  nevertheless.  The  one 
effective  way  of  stopping  the  sale  of  diachylon  except  for 
legitimate  purposes  is  to  get  it  included  in  Part  1  of  the 
Poisons  Schedule,  and  the  British  Medical  Association 
should  arrange  this  promptly  with  the  Privy  Council.  It 
may  be  a  satisfaction  to  the  latter  body  to  be  assured  that 
from  a  business  point  of  view  the  monopoly  will  not  be 
worth  a  shilling  a  year  to  chemists. 
Medicine, 

which  is  one  of  the  words  prominently  dealt  with 
in  the  new  part  of  the  "  Historical  English  Dictionary," 
might  be  expected  to  offer  some  suggestions  for  a  sub- 
stitute for  "doctor"  among  its  subordinate  appellations. 
There  is  "medic,"  for  instance,  which  had  a  vogue  in  old 
poetry,  but  it  has  caught  on  in  Americanese  as  a  slang  term 
for  medical  students.  "  Medico"  is  good  Italian,  Spanish, 
and  Portuguese,  but  it  has  a  jocular  taint  in  English.  Both 
of  these  terms  are  consequently  disqualified  for  serious  adop- 
tion. As  to  the  word  "medicine"  itself,  the  Dictionary 
disapproves  of  the  generally  received  view  that  the  late  Latin 
"medicina"  was  an  adjective  used  elliptically  with  the 
understood  nouns  "  ars,"  "  officina,"  and  "res."  Its  pro- 
nunciation should  be  disyllabic  in  English.  To  give  it  its  full 
complement  of  vowel  sounds  tends  to  the  pedantic  and 
vulgar.  The  abbreviated  sound  can  be  traced  back  to  the 
fourteenth  century,  and  was  approved  by  Johnson  in  1755. 
But  in  Scotland  and  the  United  States  a  trisyllabic  pro- 
nunciation is  the  prevailing  usage.  Two  of  the  Dictionary's 
earliest  quotations  are  worth  reproducing  for  the  benefit 
of  prescribing  chemists  and  complaining  doctors.  Trevisa 
(1398)  thus  reproves  the  practice  of  dosing  without  thorough, 
diagnosing.    He  saith  : 

Medcyne  maye  ntuer  be  sykerly  take,  yf  the  cause  of  the 

euyll  i.-.  unknowe. 
En  revanche  Paston  (1464)  exclaims  : 

For  Goddys  sake  bs  war  what  medesyns  ye  take  of  any 

fissisyans  of  Loudon. 

Menstruum, 

which  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  pharma- 
ceutical words,  is  treated  in  this  part  of  the  Dictionary. 
It  means  simply  monthly,  and  the  connection  of  this  idea 
with  that  of  a  chemical  solvent  has  been  a  puzzle  to  many 
etymologists.  Richardson,  for  example,  explains  it  by  the 
theory  that  the  action  of  a  solvent  was,  "  as  we  are  told, 
assisted  by  a  moderate  fire  during  the  month  "  !  Dr.  John- 
son's explanation  of  how  it  came  to  acquire  the  meaning  of  a 
solvent,  and  this  is  the  idea  which  has  been  usually  adopted, 
is  that  it  "originated  in  some  notion  of  the  old  chemists 
about  the  influence  of  the  moon  in  the  preparation  of  dis- 
solvents." The  "  H.  E.  D."  tracks  the  development  of  the 
sense  more  exactly.  "Menstruum,"  it  says,  "  was  a 
medireval  Latin  term  used  m  alchemy  to  express  the  belief 
that  the  base  metal  undergoing  transmutation  into  gold 
corresponded  with  the  seed  within  the  womb  which  was 
being  acted  upon  by  the  agency  of  the  menstrual  fluid. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

the  "Sanitas"  Co-,  Elm*, 

Exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
famous  Non'poisonous 

"  SANITAS  "  PREPARATIONS. 

They  also  Make  and  Deal  in 
"Bactox,"  "  Creocide,"  "  Okol,"  "Soldis,"  "  Pinos," 
"Kingzett'a  Patent  Sulphur   Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Snlphugators."  "Formic  Sulphugatora,"  "Formic 
Lamps," 

"Formic   Fumlgators,"   "Formic  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Kingzett'a  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
"Sulphume,"  and  "Burnet's  Smoke  Tests," 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen. 
Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps, 
Eucalyptus  Oil,  and  Permanganate  of  Potash. 
"  Sanitai "  Pamphlet  and  11  How  to  Disinfect "  Book  sent  free, 

THE  "SANITAS "  CO.,  LTD.,   LONDON,  E. 


PATE 

DOG 
CAKES. 

Trade  Terms  of 

SPRATT'S  PATENT,  LTD 

24  &  25  Fenchurch  Street.  LONDON.  E.C. 


G,S-  MUMFORP, 


FARRINCDON  RD., 
LONDON,  E.C. 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

18/  c*. 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/c*| 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

17/el 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/c* 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA) 

18/ 

EPSOM  SALTS.  E.S.S. 
Purified,  Clean,  and  I>ry 

Q/  * 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 

(Li^ht  Colour) 

IK/  * 
->-"/  cwt. 

Finest  Levigated 
"  WH  ITE    EARTH  " 
IToih-t  JiurlMiscs1 

18/0t 

Finest  Compound 
LIQUORICE  POWDER 

/7&/101b. 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/owd 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/io  ,t 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

1/ lb-  | 

2j  per  cent.  Discount   if  Cash  with  Order. 
►E*  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of  London 
(or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs. 
and  upwards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  parcels  delivered  free  on  rail 
London  at  above  prices. 


JEWSBURY  & 
BROWN'S 

MINERAL 


Rankins  Ointment. 

P.A.T.A.,  3d.,  6d.,  and  Is. 

The  Chemists'  Ointment. 

The  only  Effective  Ointment. 
The  Ointment  with  30  years'  reputation. 


IS  A  PART  2  POISON. 

And  may  NOT  be  sold  by  unqualified  dealers. 
Best  terms  and  advertising  matter  from 

RANKIN   &  CO.,  ^rsAT"UT,CAL 

KILMARNOCK,  N.B. 


PATENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 

There  are  many  worrying  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  connection 
with  the  Registration  of  Trade  Marks  and  the  grant  of  Letters  Patent, 
which  members  of  the  Retail  and  Wholesale  Drug  Trade  can  avoid  by 
consulting  an  efficient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  for 
an  inclusive  fee  and  obtain  protection  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
abroad.   Advice  in  the  first  instance  free.   Pamphlets  gratis. 

REGINALD   W.  BARKER. 

6  Ludgate  Hill,  London. 


Ebitodal  Comments. 

Marking  Time. 

Thf,  House  of  Lords  having  risen  last  Friday  for  the  Easter 
recess  there  is  little  new  to  expect  in  regard  to  the  Govern- 
ment Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill.  The  further  amendments 
which  Lord  Crewe  is  to  bring  forward  on  the  report  stage 
are  not  yet  procurable ;  and  as  part  of  our  issue  had  gone  to 
Press  last  week  before  our  report  from  the  House  of  Lords 
came  to  hand,  our  observation  then  to  the  effect  that  the 
time-limit  had  been  fixed  was  potential  rather  than  actual. 
We  note  also  that  the  removal  of  the  sentence  respecting  the 
use  of  titles  and  the  retention  of  the  passage  as  to  offences 
make  the  use  of  titles  by  companies  illegal,  subject  to  the 
proviso  for  old  companies  added  in  Committee.  It  follows 
that  the  offences  under  Sections  15  and  17  of  the  1868  Act 
which  companies  may  commit  are  : 

1.  Selling  poisons  in  a  shop  not  conducted  by  a  qualified 

chemist. 

2.  Keeping  open  shop  for  retailing,  dispensing,  or  com- 

pounding poisons  without  a  qualified  chemist  as  con- 
ductor of  each  shop. 

3.  Taking,  using,  or  exhibiting  the  title  chemist  and  drug- 

gist, or  chemist  or  druggist  (with  exemption  for  com- 
panies existing  before  April  1,  1906). 

4.  Taking,  using,  or  exhibiting  the  title  pharmaceutical 

chemist,  pharmaceutist,  or  pharmacist  (with  exemption 
for  companies  existing  before  April  1,  1906). 

5.  Failing  to  conform  to  the  poisons  regulations. 

6.  Compounding  any   medicines  of  the  British  Pharma- 

copoeia except  according  to  its  formularies. 

7.  Selling  apy  poison  without  labelling  as  required  by 

Section  17. 

8.  Selling  any  Part  1  poison  to  an  unknown  person. 

9.  Selling  any  Part  1  poison  without  entering  in  the  poisons- 

book. 

10.  Dispensing  a  medicine  containing  poison  without  ful- 
filling the  conditions  8  and  9. 

The  last  is  an  existing  disability  which  has  not  been  en- 
forced, but  its  incidence  upon  companies  if  Clause  4  becomes 
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law  is  doubtful.  It  may  also  be  observed  that  under 
Clause  4  carrying  on  the  business  of  a  chemist  without  a 
qualified  chemist  in  each  shop  is  an  offence,  but  carrying  on 
the  business  of  a  chemist  is  not  defined.  It  may  mean  just 
what  the  1868  Act  provides,  or  it  may  mean  more.  This 
would  be  made  clear  by  the  sub-clause  which  we  suggested. 
The  "Saturday  Eeview "  of  April  7  devoted  a  leader 
("Chemists  and  Quacks")  to  the  two  Bills  now  before 
Parliament.  In  the  course  of  it  our  contemporary 
remarks  : 

Of  the  two  that  of  the  Society  is  somewhat  more  con- 
cerned with  preventing  the  sale  of  poisons  by  unqualified 
persons.  This  was  to  be  expected  of  a  professional  body 
like  the  Society,  which  has  the  power  of  conferring  the  right 
to  deal  in  poisons  or  make  up  medicinal  prescriptions  on 
persons  of  due  knowledge  and  skill.  Perhaps  it  will  be 
found  advisable  to  consolidate  the  two  Bills  and  to  include 
the  more  stringent  clauses  of  the  Society's  Bill  relating  to 
persons  qualified  to  prepare  prescriptions  or  sell  poisons  in 
that  of  the  Government.  The  subject  is  rather  complicated 
by  the  fact  that  there  are  certain  poisonous  preparations, 
chiefly  used  for  agricultural  or  horticultural  purposes,  such 
as  sheep-dips  and  weed-killers  and  insect-destroyers,  and 
mostly  in  the  country  where  duly-qualified  chemists  and 
druggists  are  not  so  easily  accessible  as  they  are  in  towns. 
An  exception  here  is  probably  necessary.  But  it  is  well 
known  that  many  other  poisonous  preparations  are  sold  in 
shops  selling  miscellaneous  goods.  They  can  be  obtained 
under  pretences  of  various  kinds  as  if  for  ordinary  domestic 
purposes,  cleaning,  or  dyeing,  or  for  vermin  destruction  ; 
and  many  of  the  suicides  among  the  poorer  classes  are_  due 
to  the  facility  with  which  such  poisons  can  be  obtained. 
Carbolic  acid  and  oxalic  acid  are  very  commonly  used  for 
poisoning  by  poor  people,  yet  these  are  included  in  the  sub- 
stances which  druggists  alone  can  sell.  .  .  .  Probably  the 
monopoly  of  sale  of  all  poisonous  substances  cannot  be  given 
to  chemists ;  and  the  Bills  will  not  do  much  to  render  the 
means  of  suicide  more  difficult  to  obtain  than  they  are  at 
present.  There  remains  the  danger  of  medicinal  prescrip- 
tions being  prepared  by  unskilful  persons ;  and  so  far  as  the 
Bills  prevent  the  unqualified  from  having  anything  to  do 
with  poisons  made  up  in  medicine  they  will  be  of  use.  Den- 
tists and  chemists  are  in  the  same  kind  of  difficulty  in  one 
respect.  The  skill  of  making  up  prescriptions  may  be  com- 
pared with  the  skill  of  performing  dentistry  operations  

The  chemist  can  at  least  prevent  anyone  but  a  duly  qualified 
person  making  up  prescriptions.  But  some  thirty  years  ago 
the  chemists  found,  as  the  result  of  an  action  brought  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  against  a  limited  company,  that  the 
Companies  Acts  gave  an  opportunity  for  a  company,  which, 
of  course,  as  such  was  not  a  qualified  person,  to  prepare  pre- 
scriptions as  well  as  to  sell  poisons.  The  House  of  Lords 
held  that  a  company  employing  a  properly  qualified  person 
could  do  whatever  such  a  person  could  do ;  and  this  has 
been  a  severe  blow  to  the  chemists.  The  House  of  Lords 
decision  was  given  with  great  doubt;  and  it  would  have 
been  better  if  it  had  been  the  other  way. 

The  "Review"  then  proceeds  to  treat  the  dentist  question 
more  in  detail,  and  points  out  that  in  law  and  medicine 
"covering"  is  prevented,  while  in  pharmacy  and  dentistry 
"the  'cover'  enables  the  company  to  employ  inferior 
assistants." 

It  would  bo  for  the  good  of  the  public  if  all  who  undertake 
to  operate  in  any  way  on  the  human  body  were  under  as 
strict  professional  rules  as  the  members  of  the  legal  profes- 
sion. Every  member  of  every  company  and  firm  ought  to 
have  the  responsibilities  and  the  status  of  an  individual 
member  and  have  no  right  as  a  mere  business  man  to  the 
profits.  .  .  There  ought  to  be  some  means  by  which,  within 
the  defined  limits  of  their  art,  regular  practitioners  should 
be  regularly  authorised  to  practise  it.  The  object  is  to 
establish  professional  privileges  only  so  far  as  they  serve  the 
public  good. 

These  observations  naturally  point  to  the  principle  of  the 
Government  Bill  requiring  every  chemist's  shop  to  be  in 
charge  of  a  qualified  chemist ;  and  our  contemporary,  without 
clearly  expressing  it,  goes  that  stage  further  which  requires 
the  controlling  head  of  the  business  to  be  qualified  in  that 
business  as  by  law  demanded.  This  means  the  qualified 
director. 

[Since  the  foregoing  was  written  the  draft  regulations  as 
to  poison  licences  have  been  issued.   See  p.  557.] 


Sight-testing  Opticians. 

The  Bill  regulating  the  practice  of  sight-testing  pre- 
pared by  the  General  Optical  Board  has  been  read  a  first 
time  in  the  House  of  Lords.  The  clause  which  makes  pro- 
vision for  registering  sight-testing  opticians  limits  it  to 
those  who  have  "  bond  fide  continuously  for  not  less  than 
six  months  next  before  the  passing  of  this  Act  practised  on 
his  own  account  sight-testing."  Thus  it  may  happen  that 
a  chemist  may  have  passed  the  whole  of  the  Spectacle- 
makers'  and  the  British  Optical  Association's  examinations, 
but  if  for  the  last  six  months  before  the  passing  of  the 
Act  he  has  not  fulfilled  the  stringent  condition  cited  above 
he  cannot  be  registered;  and  yet,  curiously  enough,  if  a 
man  passes  a  sight-testing  examination  after  the  passing 
of  the  Act  he  can  be  registered  without  being  in  practice. 
This  clause  should  be  modified  in  the  interests  of  those  who 
have  already  passed  optical  examinations.  Clause  7  is  one 
upon  which  there  has  been  much  difference  of  opinion.  It 
is  proposed  in  this  clause  that  the  Board  of  Optical  Registra- 
tion shall  consist  of  sixteen  persons,  two  elected  by  the 
Privy  Council,  two  by  the  Royal  Colleges,  six  by  the  S.M.C., 
and  six  by  the  registered  sight-testing  opticians.  The 
representation  given  to  the  opticians  might  with  advantage 
be  increased  unless  some  proviso  could  be  inserted  that  the 
S.M.C.  representatives  must  be  registered  opticians.  At 
present  six  amiable  and  obliging  representatives  may  be 
sent  by  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company,  but  they  may  be 
quite  ignorant  of  optics  or  sight-testing,  and  that  would 
hardly  conduce  to  the  speedy  conduct  of  business.  Doubt- 
less the  Spectacle-makers'  Company  would  take  every  care 
to  appoint  such  of  their  members  as  have  some  optical 
knowledge ;  but  it  is  easy  to  see  what  an  incubus  such  a 
phalanx  would  be  if  the  Company  returned  to  its  slumbers 
of  but  fifteen  years  ago,  and  appointed  members  without 
regard  to  their  fitness,  but  merely  because  they  happened 
to  be  liverymen  of  the  Company.  The  Central  Board  have 
also  power  to  decide  "as  to  the  proper  title  or  titles  to 
designate  fitly  the  practice  of  sight-testing  opticians."  This 
is  rather  wide,  as  the  Board  would  be  given  the  power  to 
reserve  such  simple  titles  as  "  spectacle-fitter,"  "  optician," 
"  spectacle-optician,"  "  eye-tester,"  etc.  Registered  persons 
are  to  be  charged  a  fee  of  not  exceeding  a  pound  a  year  for 
registration ;  this  would  ensure  an  income  to  the  Board,  but 
the  rights  of  opticians  who  may  not  be  burning  with  en- 
thusiasm at  the  prospect  of  being  regulated  do  not  receive 
much  consideration.  Perhaps  when  the  Bill  has  been  con- 
sidered by  parliamentarians  it  may  assume  a  different  aspect 
on  the  points  we  have  noted. 


Self-drugging. 

The  "Medical  Magazine"  in  the  April  issue  commences 
a  series  of  articles  on  "  Self-drugging  :  A  Grave  Social 
Peril,"  and  states  that  succeeding  articles  will  "present 
the  opinions  of  eminent  members  of  the  profession  in  regard 
to  it."  We  do  not  doubt  that  it  is  a  matter  upon  which 
medical  men  are  prepared  to  write  at  great  length,  but  we 
think  they  will  need  some  more  evidence  to  make  their 
case  good  than  is  given  in  the  opening  article.  In  our  con- 
temporary a  goodly  array  of  pious  opinions  is  presented,  but 
the  facts  given  to  support  them  are  meagre  in  the  extreme. 
Thus  it  is  remarked  that 

The  reason  why  many  physicians  are  so  cautious  in  ad- 
ministering drugs  is  due  both  to  the  prevailing  abuses  of 
them  and  also  to  the  limitations  of  our  knowledge,  but  we 
look  forward  to  the  time  when  every  drug  of  recognised 
action  will  be  duly  appreciated  and  prescribed  in  the  certain 
knowledge  of  its  scope  and  operation  in  the  arena  of 
diseased  metabolism. 
From  this,  we  are  told,  "it  becomes  at  once  apparent  how 
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dangerous  and  monstrous  a  practice  it  is  which  gives  into 
the  hands  of  those  who  have  no  knowledge  the  powers  of 
self-administration,  and  this  with  regard  to  practically 
almost  any  drug  in  the  Pharmacopoeia."  The  writer  then 
refers  to  the  ease  with  which  poisons  of  "the  intoxicant 
and  soporific  group  "  can  be  obtained,  and  gives  thyroid 
extract  as  an  example  of  another  class  of  drugs  "which 
have  effects  quite  as  marked  and  even  more  disastrous  .  .  . 
yet  thyroid  extract  is  purchased  in  large  quantities  by 
hundreds  of  persons  as  a  supposed  cure  for  obesity."  The 
looseness  of  this  statement  as  evidence  cannot  but  strike  an 
unbiased  mind  as  disastrous  to  any  argument  founded  upon 
it.    The  "chief  sources  of  clanger"  are  thus  given  : 

1.  The  ease  with  which  poisonous  remedies  can  be  bought 
at  stores  and  such-like  places,  and  more  especially  when  the 
substances  so  purchased  are  dispensed  in  bulk  with  labels 
bearing  plain  directions  in  English  as  to  the  drug  itself, 
the  diseases  for  which  it  should  bo  used,  the  dosage,  etc. 
2.  The  prescription  by  medical  men  of  articles  similarly 
dispensed,  thereby  enabling  the  patient  and  his  friends  to 
ask  for  the  same  drug  or  drugs — the  Latin  prescription 
being  neglected.  3.  The  want  of  control  of  physicians  over 
their  prescriptions,  which,  though  written  in  Latin,  are 
presented  over  and  over  again  and  made  up  by  chemists. 

The  "Medical  Magazine"  has  here  a  fine  field  for  its 
energies  in  missionary-work  among  medical  men.  It  cer- 
tainly seems  as  though  the  art  of  prescribing  and  writing 
prescriptions  needs  reviving  ;  but  surely  one  would  not  limit 
the  sale  of  drugs  to  a  body  of  men  who,  according  to  our 
contemporary,  are  so  careless  in  their  prescribing  and  know 
so  little  of  the  use  of  drugs.  The  spread  of  knowledge  in 
regard  to  the  use  of  drugs  is  only  one  effect  of  the  progress 
of  education,  and  generalities  as  to  the  evils  of  self-drugging 
are  not  likely  to  contribute  much  to  altering  a  state  of 
things  that  the  general  public  consider  advantageous. 

Diachylon  not  to  be  Scheduled. 

That  is  the  decision  of  the  Earl  of  Crewe  as  at  present 
advised.  Obviously  his  Lordship  needs  further  advice,  and 
we  hope  the  British  Medical  Association's  Council  and  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  will  not  let  the  matter 
drop  because  his  Lordship's  advisers  think  that  scheduling 
will  not  mitigate  the  evil.  The  present  advice  is  rather 
encouraging  to  sellers  of  diachylon,  and  perhaps  a  little  dili- 
gence in  pushing  the  sale  of  it,  with  consequent  increase  in 
the  number  of  deaths  from  lead-poisoning,  would  stimulate 
his  Lordship's  advisers  to  take  a  broader  view  of  the  matter. 
They  seem  to  be  afraid  of  offending  somebody ;  surely  it 
cannot  be  unqualified  vendors  ? 

"  Corrasa  Compound." 

There  is  considerable  activity  just  now  in  advertising 
"  Corrasa  Compound,"  and  chemists  are  receiving  frequent 
applications  to  make  up  the  recipe  which  the  philanthropic 
advertiser  sends  to  those  who  answer  his  advertisement. 
The  prescription  has  been  given  in  the  C .  <t-  D.  more  than 
once;  last  time  on  September  30,  1905.  p., 555.  It  will  save 
a  chemist's  time  if  he  will  inform  his  customer  that  the 
prescription  is  a  cipher  one,  and  is  never  intended  to  be  com- 
pounded except  by  the  advertiser,  who  charges  a  rather  stiff 
price  for  the  mixture.  The  game  is  an  old  one,  but  many 
people  help  to  play  it,  with  the  child-like  simplicity  that 
has  characterised  a  great  section  of  the  human  race  from 
time  immemorial. 

B.P.C.  in  Debt. 

The  recent  publication  of  a  general  index  to  the  "Year- 
book of  Pharmacy  "  has  somewhat  embarrassed  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference.  The  index 
cost  200?.  more  than  was  estimated,  and  only  120  copies 
have  been  sold,  these  at  less  than  half  the  cost  price.  The 
Executive  have  issued  a  circular  to  those  who  subscribed 


to  the  Index  calling  their  attention  to  the  facts,  and  the 
least  that  these  can  do  is  to  pay  the  difference,  while  others 
are  subscribing  sums  up  to  5/.  to  put  the  financial  condition 
quite  straight.  It  is  a  thousand  pities  that  so  useful  a  body 
as  the  B.P.C.  should  have  to  appeal  for  funds,  but  the  same 
thing  has  happened  with  similar  bodies  in  other  countries. 
Many  of  our  readers  can  assist,  either  by  helping  to  clear  out 
the  stock  of  indexes  at  7s.  6d.  per  copy,  or  sending  their 
cheques  to  wipe  off  the  deficit  to  the  Hon  Treasurer,  Mr. 
John  C.  Umney,  50  Southwark  Street,  London,  S.E. 

Medical  and  Dentists'  Registers. 

The  Medical  Register  and  the  Dentists'  Register,  which 
have  just  been  published  by  Spottiswoode  &  Co.  (10s.  6d. 
and  3s.  M.  respectively),  afford  food  for  reflection  to  phar- 
macists insomuch  as  the  registers  chronicle  the  growth  of 
the  two  professions.  In  the  case  of  the  Medical  Register 
the  average  number  of  names  for  the  last  five  years  is  37,915, 
while  the  new  register  contains  the  record  number  of 
59.060  names,  against  38.492  in  the  previous  year.  The 
Dentists'  Register  contains  the  names  of  4,653  persons, 
against  4,734  in  1905.  The  decline  is  accounted  for  by  a 
diminution  of  170  names  of  persons  registered  on  their  own 
declarations  that  they  were  in  bond-fide  practice  of  dentistry 
at  the  passing  of  the  Dentists  Act,  1878.  Whether  this  is  a 
healthy  sign  depends  upon  the  point  of  view,  professional 
or  public,  from  which  it  is  regarded.  The  registers  contain, 
in  addition  to  the  names  of  practitioners  in  medicine  and 
dentistry,  the  various  Acts  of  Parliament  which  govern  the 
professions,  including  part  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1902,  and 
the  Medical  Act  (1886)  Amendment  Act,  1905. 

Who  is  to  Blame? 

Mr.  W.  J.  Leggett,  ex-Secretary  of  the  P.M.V.  and  Drug- 
stores Association,  writes  in  regard  to  the  report  of  the 
meeting  held  in  Leeds  last  week.  He  is  surprised  that  our 
report  stated  that  the  feeling  was  strongly  against  him.  He 
says  quite  the  opposite  was  the  case.  Our  reporter  is  a 
careful  and  unprejudiced  man,  who  is  not  at  all  disposed  to 
misrepresent  facts.  Mr.  Leggett  also  sends  us  a  copy  of 
correspondence  between  him  and  the  Leeds  Section  of  the 
Association,  which  he  has  had  printed  for  circulation.  It 
contains  some  interesting  facts  in  regard  to  the  Association's 
funds  and  the  costs  of  the  Rankin's  ointment  cases.  It 
appears  from  this  that  there  is  50/.  in  a  Leeds  bank,  and  the 
costs  of  the  cases  to  the  Association  was  178/.  It  was  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Huntrods  (President)  to  levy  21.  2s.  per 
member  in  order  to  meet  this  bill,  but  Mr.  Leggett  thought 
21s.  to  25s.  would  do,  and  that  100/.  could  be  got  together 
in  a  week.  These  figures  indicate  that  the  Association 
numbers  less  than  a  hundred  members,  of  whom  thirty-three 
are  in  Leeds.  This  is  an  important  revelation,  for  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Association  appear  not  to  know  exactly 
what  its  strength  is,  and  it  is  as  well  that  the  fact  should  be 
made  public,  seeing  that  Government  Departments  have  on 
occasions  preferred  the  counsel  of  this  body  as  against  that 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  which  (1) 
stands  for  a  subscribing  membership  of  about  six  thousand, 
and  (2)  is  the  statutory  body  representing  (a)  the  public 
interests,  and  {b)  over  sixteen  thousand  registered  chemists. 
The  success  of  Mr.  Leggett's  concern  shows  what  personal 
persistence  can  do,  and  the  whole  matter  is  a  lesson  which 
the  pharmaceutical  authorities  should  not  forget.  Revert- 
ing to  the  appeal  case,  we  note  that  the  decision  to  instruct 
the  Association's  solicitors  to  brief  counsel  was  unanimously 
agreed  to  at  a  meeting  held  at  Leeds  on  January  18,  1905, 
when  twenty  Leeds  members  were  present  among  others, 
Mr.  Huntrods  being  in  the  chair  and  Mr.  Leggett  acting 
as  Secretary. 
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Zhc  Week's  poisonings. 


EIGHT  fatalities  by  poisoning  have  been  recorded  since 
our  last  report,  four  being  misadventures.  One  of  the 
misadventures  occurred  at  Warrington,  where  laudanum 
was  taken  in  overdose  by  John  Lloyd,  an  engineer.  De- 
ceased had  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  a  mixture  containing 
laudanum  for  fifteen  years. — At  an  inquest  held  at  Chelsea 
on  April  6,  on  William  Evelyn  Osborn,  artist,  who  was 
found  dead  in  bed,  the  medical  evidence  showed  that  death 
was  due  to  the  inhalation  of  chloroform.  The  widow 
stated  that  deceased  was  addicted  to  the  chlorodyne-habit 
for  insomnia.  John  Charles  Wright,  chemist,  36  Cheyne 
Walk,  said  the  deceased  frequently  bought  goods  of  him, 
principally  chloroform.  He  had  sold  him  quantities  from 
one  tablespoonful  up  to  six,  deceased  stating  that  he  was 
using  it  to  dissolve  beeswax  to  make  an  etching  solution. 
Witness  always  labelled  it  "  Poison."  The  last  sale  was 
on  the  day  prior  to  his  death,  when  deceased  bought  3  oz. 
Eventually  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  death  from 
misadventure. — Andrew  Henderson,  a  Hull  Corporation 
official,  died  by  misadventure,  from  poisoning  by  morphine 
and  chloral  hydrate. — The  fourth  misadventure  occurred 
at  Woolwich,  where  Reuben  Millington,  two  years  old, 
drank  a  solution  of  caustic  potash  his  father  had  been 
using.  Richard  White  (55),  a  window-cleaner,  living  in 
Hoxton,  poisoned  himself  with  oxalic  acid.  John  Smith, 
an  Aylesbury  builder,  committed  suicide  by  taking  carbolic 
acid.  Llewellyn  B.  Roberts,  an  inmate  of  Banning  Heath 
Asylum,  managed  to  get  hold  of  a  bottle  of  carbolic  lotion, 
a  quantity  of  which  he  drank,  and  died  as  a  result.  After 
a  murderous  attack  on  his  wife  with  a  chopper,  Charles 
Merritt  (70),  a  Westminster  marble-polisher,  swallowed 
hydrochloric  acid,  which  he  had  bought  at  an  oil-shop  the 
previous  day  for  use  in  his  work,  and  died  in  the  infirmary 
the  next  day. 


3nformation  Mantco. 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  and  the  "C.  &  D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  43  Cannon  Street,  London  E.C.),  will  be  esteemed. 

11/55.    Makers  of  "  Phicl." 

7/4.    Who  stocks  Eskay's  Albumenised  Food  in  London  ? 
253/6.    Machine  for  packing  ounce  packets  of  Epsom 
salts. 

12/34.  What  are  "  Pyrogenium,"  its  therapeutics  and 
price  ? 

15/71.  Where  can  Ballatone's  Anthralgonicon  be  ob- 
tained ? 

12/8.  Makers  of  capsules  of  brandy,  or  capsules  capable 
of  holding  brandy. 

13/12.  Makers  of  P.O. P.  postcards  that  can  be  sold  at 
2s.  6d.  per  hundred. 

15/66.  Where  can  "  Cream  Softening  "  be  obtained  ?  It 
is  a  proprietary  softener,  used  in  the  textile  industry. 

16/17.  Where  can  "  Zomol  "  be  obtained?  It  is  a  scale 
preparation  of  meat-extract  said  to  be  used  in  tuberculosis. 


Medicine  for  Sailors.— Sir  George  Vyvyan,  Deputy- 
Master  of  Trinity  House,  in  a  recent  speech  suggested  im- 
provements in  the  medical  requirements  of  the  mercantile 
marine.  In  passenger-ships,  as  the  "British  Medical 
Journal  "  points  out,  the  owners  in  their  own  interests  go 
far  beyond  the  Board  of  Trade  requirements,  and  the 
medical  provisions  are  of  a  fairly  satisfactory  character. 
But  for  the  average  "tramp"  the  provision  "is  far  from 
adequate,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  regulations  could  be 
vastly  improved,  for  the  contents  of  medicine-chests  are  for 
the  most  part  out  of  date,  and  the  surgical  appliances  are 
antiquated.  The  "  B.M.J."  suggests  that  nearly  everything 
at  present  ordered  in  the  way  of  drugs  to  be  contained  in  a 
ship's  chest  should  be  abolished,  and  remedies  already  com- 
pounded and  in  compressed  form  should  be  substituted. 


Ibome^maoe  Galenicals. 

By  Matthew  H.  Stiles,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 


IN  this  paper,  read  to  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and 
Chemical  Society  on  April  5,  the  author  commenced  by 
deploring  the  modern  practice  for  retail  pharmacists  to  pur- 
chase galenical  preparations  from  wholesale  manufacturers, 
and  he  pointed  out  in  general  terms  the  advantages  to 
retailers  and  their  apprentices  of  the  older  plan.  He  did 
not  pretend  in  his  paper  to  cover  the  whole  ground  of 
galenical-manufacture,  and  first  dealt  with  appliances 
necessary  in  some  cases,  then  with  the  preparations  them 
selves.  In  what  follows  we  give  his  remarks  practically  in 
full. 

Distilled  Watbr. 
By  means  of  a  small  automatic  still,  which  was  cheaply 
and  simply  made,  this  article  is  easily  produced  at  a  com- 
paratively low  cost.  The  boiler  used  by  the  author  is  formed 
from  a  20-lb.  oil-of-lemon  copper,  the  top  of  which  was 


Water-still. 

taken  off  and  replaced  with  a  flat  sheet  of  copper.  Ihe 
vessel  inverted  forms  a  boiler  with  a  flat  bottom.  Leading 
from  the  top  of  this  is  a  fairly  large  block-tin  tube  con- 
nected by  a  screw-joint  with  a  condenser  consisting  of  a 
block-tin  worm  in  a  small  copper  vessel.  The  condenser  has 
two  overflow  pipes,  the  narrower  one  delivering  hot  water 
into  a  small  automatic  feeding-cistern  connected  with  the 
boiler.  The  level  of  water  in  the  latter  is  kept  constant  by 
an  overflow  pipe  in  the  feeding-cistern,  and  by  means  of  a 
tap  the  supply  of  hot  water  to  this  feeding-cistern  can  be 
so  arranged  that  the  rate  oniy  slightly  exceeds  the  amount 
required  to  maintain  the  level  in  the  boiler.  This  regula- 
tion is  important  if  the  fullest  efficiency  is  to  be  secured. 
The  inflow  of  cold  water  to  the  condenser  should  also  be  so 
arranged  that  the  distillate  produced  is  sensibly  warm. 
With  due  care  it  may  be  obtained  quite  free  from  ammonia. 
The  following  figures,  obtained  from  a  careful  trial,  show 
the  capacity  of  the  still  and  its  cost  of  working  : 

The  maximum  consumption  of  gas  was  30  ft.  per  hour, 
and,  starting  at  this  rate  with  cold  water,  distillation  began 
in  seven  minutes;  in  one  hour  126  oz.  came  over.  The  gas 
was  then  lowered  to  20  ft.  per  hour,  and  in  the  second  hour 
92  oz.  of  water  was  obtained.  It  was  then  noticed  that  cold 
water  was  flowing  through  the  condenser  rather  too  fast. 
This  was  corrected,  and  in  the  third  hour  94g  oz.  of  water 
was  collected,  the  product  being  sensibly  warm. 

The  sectional  sketch  gives  a  good  idea  of  the  still  and  its 
arrangement.  Another  home-made  still,  also  adapted  from 
a  20-lb.  oil-of-lemon  copper,  is  used  for  the  preparation  of 
aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia,  and  serves  admirably  to  pro- 
duce 2  gals,  at  a  time.  In  making  this  it  is  well  not  to 
push  the  distillation  too  far — indeed,  there  is  an  advantage 
in  not  collecting  the  last  18  oz.  In  this  case  a  corre- 
sponding amount  of  distilled  water  should  be  used  for 
effecting  the  solution  of  the  ammonium  carbonate  and 
ammonia.  The  author  employs  Howards*  specially  purified 
ammonia  and  carbonate,  and  obtains  a  most  satisfactory 
preparation.  The  object  of  not  pushing  the  distillation 
so  far  is  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  an  objectionable  con- 
stituent in  the  oil  of  nutmeg  being  carried  over,  as  this 
detracts  from  the  flavour,  appearance,  and  aroma  of  the 
finished    product.     There  is  also  no  need  to  heat  the 
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ammonia  solution  to  the  temperature  indicated,  as  a  very 
gentle  warmth  is  sufficient. 

Recovery  of  Spirit  from  Marcs. 

The  cost  of  making  many  tinctures  and  similar  prepara- 
tions may  be  appreciably  reduced  by  adopting  the  system 
of  recovering  the  spirit  in  a  modified  still  kept  for  this 
purpose.  _  The  trouble  of  pressing  is  avoided,  and  also  the 
loss  of  spirit  connected  therewith.  The  author's  apparatus 
is  a  simple  modification  of  that  suggested  by  Mr. 
F.  C.  J.  Bird  in  1895.  It  takes  a  charge  of  about  1J,  lb. 
of  raw  material  at  a  time. 

In  the  accompanying  sketch  a  is  the  condenser  and  b  the 
water-bath  and  container.  The  latter  consists  of  a  shallow 
circular  vessel  18  in.  in  diameter  and  3£  in.  in  total  depth— 
the  lower  section,  forming  the  water-bath,  being  2  in.  deep, 


Sfirit-recovery  Still. 

and  the  upper  one  (b),  serving  as  the  tray  for  the  reception 
of  the  tincture-marc,  1^  in.  deep.  There  is  an  opening  at 
the  side,  furnished  with  a  spout,  for  the  introduction  of 
water  and  for  the  exit  of  steam. 

The  condenser  has  a  total  depth  of  6  in.,  the  apex  of  the 
cone  being  12  in.  and  its  base  3£  in.  below  the  edge  of  the 
water-section.  The  condensing-chamber  (a)  has  a  f-in. 
tube  running  entirely  round  it,  and  a  channel  is  formed  by 
soldering  on  to  this  tube  a  hoop  of  metal  slightly  sloped  in- 
wards at  its  upper  edge.  The  two  ends  of  the  tube  are 
blocked  where  they  meet,  and  just  within  one  end  a  short 
tube  connects  it  with  the  water-section  immediately  above 
it.  Just  within  the  other  end  a  longer  tube,  communicating 
with  the  water-supply,  is  attached  in  like  manner.  An 
overflow  pipe  for  the  water-section  is  placed  near  the  upper 
edge,  and  a  tap  for  drawing  off  the  water  when  not  required 
is  inserted  near  the  base  of  the  cone.  The  water  is  thus 
made  to  traverse  the  entire  length  of  the  bottom  of  the 
collecting  channel  before  it  enters  the  upper  section.  The 
apparatus  is  mounted  on  a  substantial  gas-furnace,  and  per- 
forms its  work  in  a  most  efficient  manner.  During  the  pro- 
cess the  joint  between  the  upper  and  lower  sections  is  closed 
by  luting.  The  depth  of  the  condensing-chamber  might 
have  been  reduced  with  advantage  so  as  to  bring  the 
material  operated  upon  nearer  the  surface  of  the  condensing- 
cone. 

Percolation'. 

Probably  the  most  important  department  of  work  in  con- 
nection with  the  preparation  of  galenicals  is  that  involved 
in  the  production  of  tinctures.  With  very  few  exceptions, 
those  included  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  may  be  made  by  per- 
colation, ensuring  greater  uniformity,  more  perfect  exhaus- 
tion, and  considerable  saving  of  time.  The  exceptions  are 
orange,  lemon,  and  squill,  which  require  simple  maceration 
and  pressure ;  and  aloes,  asafetida,  compound  benzoin, 
kino,  tolu,  and  ammoniated  guaiacum,  which,  after  a  pre- 
liminary maceration,  may  with  advantage  be  transferred  to 
a  percolator  and  finished  off  by  displacement. 

The  author  prefers  a  percolator  of  a  slightly  conical 
shape,  and  has  a  series  of  three  glass  and  three  zinc  with 
capacities  running  from  1  pint  to  4  gals.  The  larger  are  of 
zinc  and  the  smaller  of  glass.  The  smallest  is  made  of  a 
paraffin-lamp  chimney,  the  end  being  plugged  with  a  per- 
forated cork  or  rubber  bung,  and  the  top  covered  with  a 
tight-fitting  metal  cap  or  a  boxwood-top  cork.    The  largest 


glass  percolator  is  the  York  Glass  Co.'s  displacement- 
apparatus  with  an  improved  upper  section.  This  percolator, 
suggested  by  the  author,  is  much  longer  and  tapers  more 
gradually  than  the  standard  shape.  The  same  rule  as  to 
form  should  apply  to  the  large  zinc  percolator,  which,  for 
a  2- ft.  length,  should  have  the  upper  end  about  double  the 
diameter  of  the  lower  one.  In  the  latter  case  a  circle- 
mouthed  earthenware  jar  forms  the  receiver,  with  a  large 
rubber  washer  interposed  where  the  supporting  flange  of 
the  percolator  rests  on  the  mouth  of  the  jar.  This  lessens 
both  the  risk  of  breakage  and  the  loss  by  evaporation.  For 
closing  the  lower  end  of  the  percolator  there  is  nothing 
better  than  lint,  and  upon  this  about  an  inch  of  sand  may  be 
placed. 

No  specific  directions  can  be  given  about  packing,  so 
much  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  drug  and  degree  of 
fineness  of  the  powder,  as  well  as  upon  the  alcoholic  strength 
of  the  menstruum.  As  a  general  rule,  the  stronger  the 
alcohol  used,  the  more  tightly  may  the  solid  ingredients  be 
packed.  After  the  powder  has  been  uniformly  moistened 
with  the  specified  amount  of  alcohol,  and  a  short  time 
allowed  for  absorption,  it  should  be  packed  in  the  percolator 
in  accordance  with  the  judgment  of  the  operator.  An 
amount  equivalent  to  about  a  depth  of  an  inch  may  be 
introduced  at  a  time  and  carefully  rammed  before  another 
lot  is  added.  When  all  is  packed,  sufficient  alcohol  to 
moisten  the  powder  without  actually  starting  percolation 
should  be  passed  over  it.  It  is  well  to  make  a  note  of  tho 
amount  required  in  each  case,  as  it  saves  future  trouble. 
After  allowing  ten  to  twenty-four  hours  for  the  alcohol 
thoroughly  to  permeate  the  powder  and  to  bring  its  solid 
constituents  into  a  condition  in  which  they  can  readily  be 
displaced,  the  process  of  percolation  is  started  by  the 
addition  of  more  alcohol.  To  avoid  disturbing  the  powder 
when  pouring  on  the  liquid,  the  force  of  the  fall  should  be 
broken  by  directing  the  stream  on  to  the  instrument  used 
for  ramming  the  powdered  drug  in  packing.  This  rammer 
consists  of  a  disc  of  stout  sheet  brass  2  in.  in  diameter, 
soldered  to  the  end  of  a  fin.  brass  tube  about  2  ft.  long. 

Percolation  should  be  allowed  to  go  on  slowly,  for  rapid 
percolation  cannot  under  ordinary  conditions  be  efficient. 
The  process  should  be  continuous,  except  in  some  special 
cases  where  there  is  much  soluble  matter  and  the  marc 
requires  a  certain  amount  of  readjustment  at  intervals,  as 
in  the  preparation  of  tincture  of  myrrh. 

The  recovery  of  spirit  by  pressure  or  by  distillation  must 
be  left  to  the  discretion  or  to  the  convenience  of  the  operator, 
but  in  any  case  an  additional  amount  of  alcohol  representing 
the  average  loss  in  working  should  be  passed  through  the 
percolator  and  made  to  do  its  work  of  exhaustion.  This 
plan  was  first  recommended  some  thirty-five  or  more  years 
ago  by  the  late  Mr.  A.  F.  Haselden  ;  but  the  author  prefers 
to  use  sufficient  alcohol  to  produce  the  full  measure  of  perco- 
late, and  then  transfer  the  marc  at  once  to  the  recovery-still, 
and  draw  off  the  alcohol.  When  the  quantity  operated  upon 
is  too  small  to  make  a  charge  for  the  still,  it  is  placed  in  a 
well-corked  jar  and  saved  until  there  is  sufficient  to  work 
upon. 

Notes  on  a  Few  Typical  Tinctures. 
Tincture  of  Myrrh.— Although  directed  in  the  Pharma- 
copoeia to  be  prepared  by  maceration,  this  tincture  may  be 
very  efficiently  and  conveniently  made  by  percolation.  A 
deviation  from  the  ordinary  method  of  packing  is  necessary 
in  order  to  avoid  the  liability  to  blocking  during  tho  process. 
Working  with  2  lb.  of  myrrh  in  No.,  20  powder,  the  stratum  of 
sand  should  first  be  moistened  with  spirit,  then  about  an  inch 
of  myrrh  introduced  and  this  also  moistened,  gently  tapping 
it  with  the  rammer  into  position.  If  too_  moist— and  it  may 
rapidly  become  so  under  the  solvent  action  of  the  spirit — a 
little  more  myrrh  is  added,  and  then  a  little  more  spirit,  and  so 
on  until  the  whole  of  the  myrrh  is  placed  in  the  percolator 
and  has  been  uniformly  moistened.  Percolation  is  then 
allowed  to  proceed  with  about  a  quart  of  spirit,  and  when  this 
has  all  passed  through  the  marc  is  gently  tapped  to  re-pack  it 
uniformly,  and  another  quart  of  spirit  poured  on  it.  This  is 
repeated  until  a  gallon  of  spirit  has  been  used,  the  marc  being 
each  time  slightly  pressed  to  render  tho  packing  of  the  drug 
uniform  after  the  removal  of  tho  soluble  resin.  When  the 
fluid  ceases  to  pass,  the  percolate  is  measured,  and  the  de- 
ficiency is  made  up  by  passing  an  equivalent  quantity  of  spirit 
through  the  marc.  Working  with  the  quantity  above  men- 
tioned in  a  glass  percolator,  the  author  found  that  it  required 
an  additional  7  oz.  of  spirit  to  produce  1  gal.   The  marc  was 
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then  placed  in  the  special  still,  and  16i  oz.  of  78-pcr-cent. 
alcohol  was  obtained  from  it. 

Tincture  of  Catechu  is  prepared  in  a  similar  manner  to 
tincture  of  myrrh. 

Compound' Tincture  of  Cardamoms. — For  the  percolation- 
process  the  stoned  raisins  are  macerated  in  successive  portions 
of  water  until  exhausted,  care  being  taken  not  to  exceed  the 
amount  required  for  diluting  the  alcohol  to  the  proper 
strength.  This  method  of  working  is  convenient',  there  is 
less  loss  than  by  the  official  process,  and  the  result  is  unexcep- 
tionable. In  a  3-gal.  batch  an  excess  of  60-per-ccnt.  alcohol 
amounting  to  34^  oz.  was  required  to  produce  the  full  measure 
of  percolate.  The  recovered  spirit  measured  36  oz.,  and  had  a 
strength  equivalent  to  59  per  cent.  An  estimation  of  the  total 
extractive  gave  6.4  grams  in  100  c.c.  (Southall's  standard  =  6.5.) 

Compound  Tincture  of  Benzoin. — In  finishing  this  tincture  it 
is  more  economical  to  pour  off  the  clear  portion  after  sub- 
sidence, then  transfer  tire  dregs  to  a  small  percolator,  dis- 
placing the  tincture  with  alcohol  until  the  required  volume  is 
produced. 

Compound  Tincture  of  Cinchona. — In  preparing  the  aro- 
matic tincture  for  a  2-gal.  batch  of  this,  9  pints  and  11  oz.  of 
70-per-cent.  alcohol  was  required  to  produce  1  gal.  of  per- 
colate, and  30  oz.  of  69.5-per-cent.  alcohol  was  recovered  from 
the  marc. 

Tincture  of  Opium. — For  a  4-gal.  batch  the  percolate  ob- 
tained with  a  mixture  of  1  gal.  of  90-per-cent.  alcohol  and 
1  gal.  of  water  measured  with  the  pressing  (and  in  this  case  it 
is  better  to  press)  3£  oz.  short  of  the  2  gals,  required.  The 
spirit  recovered  from  the  marc  had  an  alcoholic  strength 
of  48.5  per  cent.,  and  weighed  15|  oz.  In  making  this  tincture 
the  author  digests  the  sliced  drug  with  sufficient  water  to  well 
cover  it  in  an  open  jar  placed  in  a  water-bath.  It  is  frequently 
stirred  and  the  digestion  continued  until  the  opium  is 
thoroughly  disintegrated.  The  water  is  then  made  up  to 
i  gal.,  an  equal  volume  of  spirit  added,  and,  after  standing  a 
few  hours,  it  is  transferred  to  the  percolator. 

Essence  of  Ginger  (B.P.  1885).— This  tincture  furnishes  a 
very  favourable  example  of  this  plan  of  treatment,  as  the 
proportion  of  drug  to  finished  product  is  large,  and  more  com- 
plete exhaustion  is  thereby  obtained. 

Tincture  of  Cinchona  is  also  with  much  advantage  treated 
in  the  way  indicated. 

Liquid  Extract  of  Cascara  Sagrada.— In  making  this  the  pro- 
cess of  the  Pharmacopoeia — a  great  improvement  upon  its  pre- 
decessor—is  closely  followed.  After  the  preparation  has  been 
made  up  to  the  required  measure,  it  is  set  aside  for  a  week  or 
two,  the  clear  portion  syphoned  off,  and  the  dregs  turned  on 
to  a  moistened  filter.  When  all  the  liquid  has  passed  through, 
the  sediment  is  washed  with  water  until  the  original  measure 
is  restored. 

_  Liquid  Extract  of  Ergot.— A  slight  deviation  from  the  offi- 
cial process  is  made  in  connection  with  this  preparation,  per- 
colation, as  with  cascara  sagrada,  taking  the  place  of  macera- 
tion. The  finishing-off  is  done  in  the  same  way  as  for  cascara 
sagrada. 

Sweet  Essence  of  Senna.— This  is  an  old  preparation  for 
which  there  is  not  now  so  much  demand  as  formerly.  It  may 
conveniently  be  made  as  follows  : 

Senna  in  No.  5  powder    5  lb. 

Golden  syrup    ...   30  oz\ 

Essence  of  ginger    2  oz. 

Alcohol  (90-per-cent.)    8oz' 

Oil  of  senna   40  minims 

Oil  of  coriander   16  minims 

Oil  of  cinnamon    8  minims 

Vt  ater   a  sufficiency 

Pour  3  quarts  of  water  at  120°  F.  upon  the  senna  in  an  open  jar 
mix  well,  and  allow  to  stand  for  four  hours  ;  then  transfer  to  a  per- 
colator and  percolate  with  cold  water  until  the  drug  is  exhausted 
iT\6  the  flrst  *  gal-  of  Percolate>  evaporate  the  remainder  to  a 
small  bulk,  add  the  reserved  portion,  and  continue  the  evaporation 
until  the  product  measures  1  quart.  To  this,  when  cool,  add  the 
essential  oils  dissolved  in  the  alcohol,  and  the  essence  of  ginger.  Set 
aside  for  twelve  hours,  filter  through  paper  (previously  moistened 
and  well  drained),  and  wash  the  filter  with  water  until  the  filtrate 
measures  50  fl.  oz. ;  to  this  add  the  treacle  and  mix. 

The  manufacture  of  preparations  of  this  character  is  better 
clone  in  cold  weather,  as  in  the  warm  summer  months  there 
is  a  risk  of  change  in  the  liquids  unless  the  process  is  quickly 
conducted.  The  early  and  stronger  percolates  should  be 
reserved  until  the  weaker  ones  have  been  sufficiently  concen- 
trated, thus  avoiding  the  possibility  of  injury  through  undue 
exposure  to  heat. 

Concentrated  Infusions. 
Much  has  been  said  in  times  past  for  and  against  these 
preparations,  probably  more  against  than  for.  The  author 
is  of  opinion  that  in  most  cases  a  carefully  prepared  con- 
centrated infusion  is  an  excellent  substitute  for  a  fresh  one, 
and  in  some  cases  is  more  uniform  and  reliable.  The  methods 
of  working  may  be  classed  under  three  heads  : 


1.  Cold  maceration  and  pressure  with  or  without  subse- 
quent evaporation. 

2.  Hot  maceration  combined  with  percolation,  and  subse- 
quent evaporation. 

3.  Cold  percolation. 

As  examples  of  the  first  group  he  cited  gentian  and  calumba ; 
of  the  second  buchu  and  senega  ;  and  of  the  third  quassia  and 
rose. 

Concentrated  Compound  Infusion  of  Gentian  (for  2  gals.) : 


Fresh  lemon-peel,  finely  minced   4  lb. 

Gentian-root,  cut  small    2  lb. 

Orange-peel,  cut  small    2  lb. 

Rectified  spirit    J  gal 

Water      ..    a  sufficiency 


Macerate  the  lemon-peel  in  the  spirit  for  at  least  a  month.  Cover 
the  gentian  and  orange-peel  with  1  gal.  of  cold  water  and  let  them 
macerate  for  twelve  hours,  occasionally  stirring,  and  press  out  the 
liquid.  Macerate  the  marc  in  1  gal.  of  water  for  six  hours,  and  again 
press.  Macerate  a  third  time  with  sufficient  water  to  yield  with  the 
previous  pressings  1|  gal.,  adding  each  pressing  to  the  lemon  tincture 
and  peel.  Let  the  whole  stand  for  a  week,  shaking  every  day,  then 
strain,  press,  and  make  up  to  2  gals.  ;  if  necessary,  by  passing  water 
to  represent  the  deficiency  over  the  maro  and  again  pressing. 

The  product  is  excellent ;  it  keeps  splendidly,  and  is  a 
thoroughly  satisfactory  substitute  for  the  fresh  infusion.  The 
process  is  an  original  one,  and  has  been  used  by  the  author 
for  nearly  thirty  years.  It  is  quite  possible  that  a  good  article 
might  be  made  by  using  less  lemon-peel  and  less  alcohol — say, 
2i  lb.  to  3  lb.  of  the  former  and  20  per  cent,  by  volume  of  tho 
latter — for  the  preparation  is  supersaturated  with  lemon,  and 
also  contains  more  alcohol  than  tho  usual  run  of  commercial 
concentrated  infusions.  In  carrying  out  this  process  he  finds 
it  an  advantage  to  work  on  a  case  of  lemons  at  a  time,  buying 
them  when  they  arc  cheap,  mincing  the  peel  and  putting  it 
into  bottles  in  weighed  quantities,  covered  with  sufficient 
rectified  spirit  to  keep  it.  One  bottle  is  always  kept  ready 
with  the  full  amount  of  spirit  added. 

Concentrated  Infusion  of  Calumba: 

Calumba-root   4  lb. 

Rectified  spirit   32  oz. 

Water   a  sufficiency 

Macerate  the  root  for  six  hours  with  3  quarts  of  water,  stirring 
occasionally,  then  pour  off  the  liquid,  slice  the  root  thinly,  return  it 
to  the  liquid,  again  macerate  for  two  hours,  and  press.  Repeat  the 
process  for  three  hours  with  J  gal.  of  water,  and  again  press; 
macerate  a  third  time  with  §  gal.  of  water,  and  press.  Mix  the 
pressings,  set  aside  for  six  hours,  carefully  pour  or  syphon  off  three- 
fourths  of  the  liquid,  add  the  rectified  spirit  to  the  remainder,  and 
evaporate  that  which  is  passed  off  until,  with  the  reserved  portion, 
it  measures  1  gal. 

The  representatives  of  the  second  group  require  a  dif- 
ferent treatment,  for  here  we  have  a  series  of  hot  infusions 
and  subsequent  concentration. 
Concentrated  Infusion  of  Buchu  : 

Buchu-leaves,  slightly  broken    2  lb. 

Rectified  spirit   1  pint 

Boiling  water  a  sufficiency 

Infuse  the  leaves  for  one  hour  in  a  covered  wide-mouthed  stone  jar, 
with  1  gal.  of  the  water,  then  tie  a  piece  of  strainer  over  the  opening 
and  turn  the  jar  upside  down  in  a  funnel  placed  in  another  jar ;  when 
the  marc  has  been  well  drained  repeat  the  process  twice  with  3  quarts 
of  water  each  time.  Evaporate  the  second  and  third  infusions  to 
about  1  quart,  add  the  first,  and  continue  the  evaporation  until  the 
liquid  measures  60  oz.  when  cold;  then  add  the  rectified  spirit 
gradually. 

An  improvement  on  this  would  be  to  adopt  the  recent  sug- 
gestion of  Farr  and  Wright,  and  bring  up  the  aroma  with 
tincture  of  buchu:  10  oz.  of  a  tincture  prepared  with  rectified 
spirit  might  with  advantage  take  the  place  of  10  oz.  of  spirit. 
The  drug  would  then  bo  more  fairly  represented  both  as 
regards  its  mucilaginous  and  aromatic  constituents. 


Concentrated  Infusion  of  Senega  : 

Senega-root,  in  coarse  powder    2  lb. 

Rectified  spirit    16  oz. 

Boiling  water   4  pints 


Moisten  the  powder  with  part  of  the  water,  transfer  to  a  perco- 
lator furnished  with  a  tap,  add  the  remainder  of  the  water,  and  infuse 
for  two  hours  ;  then  drain  off  and  set  aside  the  infusion.  Repeat  the 
process  with  4  pints  more  hot  water,  drain  off  and  set  aside  ;  then 
displace  with  warm  water  slowly  until  a  total  percolate  of  12  pints 
has  been  obtained.  Evaporate  the  second  and  third  lots  to  a  small 
bulk,  add  the  portion  first  reserved,  and  continue  the  evaporation 
until  the  product  measures  64  oz. ;  to  this  add  the  rectified  spirit, 
and  make  up  to  4  pints  with  water. 

The  members  of  the  third  group  are  prepared  by  cold 
percolation. 


Concentrated  Acid  Infusion  of  Hoses: 

Rose-leaves,  in  No.  20  powder    1  lb. 

Dilute  sulphuric  acid    8  oz. 

Rectified  spirit   18  oz. 

Water    54  oz. 


Moisten  the  powder  with  16  oz.  of  the  liquids,  previously  mixed, 
pack  in  a  glass  percolator,  set  aside  for  twelve  hours,  then  displace 
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Quassia,  in  No.  30  powder 
Rectified  spirit 
Water   


slowly,  washing  the  marc  with  an  extra  20  oz.  of  the  above  liquids, 
and  a'fterwards  with  water  until  the  product  measures  4  pints. 

Concentrated  Infusion  of  Quassia: 

  12Joz. 

  1 1  pint 

  a  sufficiency 

Mix  the  powder  witli  1  pint  of  water,  transfer  to  a  percolator,  and 
displace  slowly  with  water  until  the  product  measures  130  oz.  ;  to 
this  add  the  rectified  spirit. 

Vinegar  of  Ipecacuanha. — A  preparation  having  the  B.P. 
strength  may  bo  readily  prepared  as  follows : 

Ipecac. -root,  in  No.  30  powder    1  lb. 

Rectified  spirit   32  oz. 

Glacial  acetic  acid    8  cz. 

Mix  the  spirit  and  acid,  and  with  4  oz.  of  the  mixture  moisten  the 
powder,  and  pack  (not  too  tightly)  in  a  glass  percolator,  adding  as 
much  more  of  the  menstruum  as  the  powder  will  absorb.  Set  aside 
for  thirty-six  hours,  and  then  percolate  slowly  with  the  remainder 
of  the  liquid,  and  afterwards  with  water  until  10  pints  of  percolate 
is  obtained.  Assay  this,  and  dilute  with  a  mixture  of  acid,  spirit, 
and  water  to  the  B.P.  standard. 

Alcock's  method  of  assay  is  recommended,  with  the  follow- 
ing preparatory  treatment : 

Evaporate  on  a  water-bath  75  c.c.  to  10  c.c,  cool,  add  15  c.c. 
of  spirit,  wash  the  dish  with  a  little  water,  add  the  washings  to 
the  bulk,  and  make  the  whole  measure  30  c.c.  in  an  hour  filter  : 
20  c.c.  of  the  filtrate  will  represent  50  c.c.  of  the  liquid  for 
assay.  Proceed  now  in  accordance  with  Alcock's  instructions, 
finally  adjusting  the  strength  to  the  B.P.  standards  as  regards 
alkaloids,  alcohol,  and  acid. 

Confection  of  Senna. — Few  retail  pharmacists  nowadays 
prepare  confection  of  senna,  and  yet  with  ordinary  care  and 
attention  a  much  more  satisfactory  article  can  be  made  than 
bought,  and  the  saving  in  cost  is  considerable.  The  author 
makes  10  lb.  at  a  time,  following  the  B.P.  directions  until  the 
pulp  is  passed  through  the  sieve.  The  pulp  is  then  turned  into 
an  cvaporating-pan  on  a  water-bath,  the  extract  of  liquorice 
added,  and  when  this  is  dissolved,  the  senna,  coriander,  and 
sugar,  previously  mixed  and  sifted.  Loaf  sugar  in  rather 
coarse  powder  is  used.  It  is  more  convenient  to  mix  in  the 
senna  and  coriander  when  diffused  through  the  sugar  than 
otherwise.  A  double  Pharmacopoeia  quantity  produces  10  lb. 
of  confection  of  nice  consistence. 

Syrup  of  Iodide  of  Iron  may  conveniently  be  made  by  a 
slight  modification  of  the  B.P.  process  as  follows: 

Iron  wire    J  oz. 

Iodine    726  grains 

Distilled  water    2  oz. 

Syrup   18J  fl.  oz. 

Digest  the  iron  and  iodine  with  the  water  until  the  interaction  is 
complete  ;  then  raise  to  the  boiling-point.  Boil  the  syrup-  in  a  flask 
until  it  has  lost  1  oz.  in  weight ;  into  this  filter  the  iodide-of-iron 
solution  while  hot,  washing  the  containing1  vessel  and  the  filter  with 
hot  water  until  the  product  when  cold  measures  1  pint. 

Syrup  of  Orange-floicer  may  be  made  in  small  quantities  in 
the  same  manner  by  boiling  13^  fl.  oz.  of  syrup  until  it  has  lost 
2  oz.  in  weight,  then  adding  2  oz.  of  orange-flower  water  when 
somewhat  cooled. 

Syrup  of  Lemon. — The  B.P.  formula  for  this  syrup  leaves 
much  to  be  desired.  An  expeditious  method  of  making  it  is 
as  follows : 

Tincture  of  lemon    5  oz. 

Citric  acid,  in  powder    2  oz. 

Syrup  to  21  pints 

Dissolve  the  citric  acid  in  the  tincture,  strain  through  cotton,  and 
mix  with  the  syrup. 

It  is  easily  and  quickly  made  without  heat,  and  the  strength 
fairly  corresponds  with  that  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  prepara- 
tion. 

Syrup  of  Tolu. — Farr  and  Wright's  formula  ("  Phar. 
Forms.,"  p.  685)  was  quoted. 

Syrup  of  Buckthorn. — Although  this  syrup  is  not  now  official 
it  is  still  frequently  sole] ;  the  formula  given  in  the  1867 
Pharmacopoeia  lacks  precision,  and  the  following  one  is  much 
more  satisfactory  : 

Buckthorn  juice    2  pints 

Sugar    3  fb. 

Essence   of   ginger   6  drachms 

Oil  of  pimento  10  minims 

Rectified  spirit    2J  oz. 

Evaporate  the  juice  to  25  oz.,  set  aside  for  twelve  hours,  and  filter. 
In  the  filtrate  dissolve  the  sugar  by  heat,  strain,  and  make  the  result- 
ing syrup  weigh  4  lb.  10  oz.  To  "this,  when  cool,  add  the  pimento, 
ginger,  and  spirit,  previously  mixed. 

This  list  of  preparations  could  have  been  very  much  ex- 
tended, but  sufficient  has  been  said  to  indicate  the  methods 
which  may  conveniently  be  followed  in  any  ordinary 
establishment  where  the  principal  will  take  an  active  interest 
in  the  work,  and  this  must  be  so  if  satisfactory  results  are 
to  be  obtained. 
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NOTTINGHAM  SECTION. 

AT  the  recent  annual  meeting  of  this  Section  held  at  the 
Victoria  Hotel,  Nottingham,  the  following  officers  were 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year  :  Chairman,  Mr.  J.  M.  C. 
Paton  ;  Vice-chairman,  Mr.  J.  T.  Wood  ;  Hon.  Treasurer, 
Mr.  8.  J.  Pentecost ;  Committee.  Messrs.  L.  Archbutt,  S.  F. 
Bui-ford,  F.  J.  R.  Carulla,  R.  M.  Caven,  D.Sc,  F.  S. 
Kipping.  F.R.S.,  H.  S.  Garry.  J.  Golding,  J.  O'SuIlivan, 
O.  Quibell,  G.  J.  Ward,  and  J.  White;  Hon.  Secretary, 
Mr.  S.  R.  Trotman,  M.A. 

A  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  H.  S.  Garry,  C.A.,  on  the 
Depreciation  of  Plant  and  Machinery, 
a  subject  which  perhaps  appeals  to  no  class  more  forcibly 
than  to  those  connected  with  chemical-industries.  Depre- 
ciation is  that  wastage  of  capital  invested  in  plant  and 
machinery  which  is  as  much  a  working-expense  as  the  labour 
which  operates  it.    In  dealing  with  the  estimated  life  of 
plant,  the  value  after  its  period  of  usefulness  has  expired  will 
be  found  to  be  greater  when  of  a  general  than  when  of  a 
special  character.    In  like  manner,  when  dealing  with  the 
plant  as  a  whole  to  assess  the  annual  provision  for  deprecia- 
tion, such  considerations  greatly  affect  the  issue  according  to 
the  character  of  the  plant.  There  are  two  extreme  methods  of 
valuation  :  (1)  To  assume  an  average  percentage  rate  cover- 
ing the  whole  plant  of,  say,  5  to  7£  per  cent,  on  the  book- 
value  ;  (2)  the  individual  valuation  of  each  machine  and 
the  writing-off  of  the  difference.    The  author  considers  both 
these  methods  faulty,  and  advises  the  classification  of  the 
plant  and  machinery  into  (1)  motive-power — boiler,  engines, 
etc. ;  (2)  prime  movers — shafting,  pulleys,  and  transmitters; 
(3)  proce  ss-plant — fixed,  wearable,  and  loose  ;  (4)  accessory — 
railway  trucks,  weighing-machines,  travellers,  cranes,  and 
the  like.    Having  obtained  the  totals  by  summation  of  the 
values  in  appropriate  columns,  a  separate  rate,  based  on 
experience,  in  respect  to  deterioration,  etc..  can  be  applied  to 
each  class  of  plant.    With  fair  working  a  depreciation  of 
7-^  per  cent,  per  annum  seems  sufficient  for  boilers,  engines, 
etc.,  although  some  authorities  require  as  much  as  12£  per 
cent.    Shafting,  pulleys,  and  the  like  have  a  high  residual 
value,  so  that  5  per  cent,  is  sufficient — a  rate  that  makes 
ample  allowance  for  renewals.    The  deterioration  of  fixed 
process-plant  is  generally  small,  and  may  be  met  by  a  rate 
of  2j  per  cent.,  not  allowing  for  obsolescence.    The  rate  for 
wearable  and  loose  process-plant  must  depend  on  the  nature 
of  the  process.  Accessory  plant  having  also  a  high  residual 
value,  a  rate  of  5  per  cent,  will  suffice  for  deterioration  and 
renewal.  The  importance  of  the  question  as  affecting  income- 
tax  cannot  be  overestimated.     The  rate  of  depreciation 
allowed  differs  considerably  in  different  places.     Thus  in 
Leicester  engineers  are  allowed  7^  per  cent,  on  the  full  value, 
while  the  rate  in  Cardiff  is  only  5  per  cent,  on  the  diminished 
value.     It  is  to  be  noted  as  evidence  of  the  increasing 
interest  taken  in  the  subject  that  whereas  in  the  year  1893-94 
the  depreciation  allowances  were  only  4.109,207/..  they  have 
steadily   increased   until    in    1902-3   they   have  reached 
12.707.580/. 


MANCHESTER  SECTION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Section  was  held  at  the  Grand 
Hotel  on  April  6,  Dr.  G.  H.  Bailey  in  the  chair.  Mr.  K.  E. 
Markel  was  elected  Vice-Chairman.  Mr.  J.  Hiibner,  Secre- 
tary ;  committee.  Messrs.  H.  Benfey,  H.  Levinstein,  K.  E. 
Markel,  H.  N.  Morris,  and  W.  J.  Pope ;  auditors.  Dr.  A.  K. 
Miller  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Clanahan. — Mr.  J.  J.  Royle  read  a 
paper  on  "  The  Mechanics  of  Water-softening." 


YORKSHIRE  SECTION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Section  was  held  at  the  Queen's 
Hotel,  Leeds,  on  April  9.  Professor  Potter  occupied  the 
chair.  Mr.  F.  W.  Branson  was  elected  to  act  as  chairman 
for  the  forthcoming  year,  and  Mr.  T.  Fairley  was  re-elected 
Hon.  Secretary.  A  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Dibdin. 
of  London,  on  "Recent  Improvements  in  the  Biological 
Treatment  of  Sewage." 
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A MEETING  was  held  at  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly, 
W.,  on  Thursday,  April  5,  the  chair  being  taken  by 
the  President,  Professor  Meldola.  After  the  reading  of  the 
minutes  and  other  formal  business,  it  was  announced  that 
the  Council  had  at  its  afternoon  meeting  accepted,  on  behalf 
of  the  Society,  a  Berzelius  medal  cast  in  selenium  presented 
by  Mr.  John  Spiller.  This  is  said  to  be  the  second  medal  of 
the  kind  so  far  made. 

The.  first  paper  was  contributed  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Perkin, 
sen.,  and  dealt  with 

New  Magnetic  Rotation  Apparatus. 
This  apparatus  embodies  all  the  numerous  improvements 
the  author  has  from  time  to  time  invented  for  securing  more 
accurate  determinations  of  the  magnetic  rotations  of  organic 
compounds.  The  most  important  modification  consists  in 
the  substitution  of  a  specially  designed  helix  of  copper  wire 
for  producing  the  magnetic  field  in  place  of  the  large  iron 
armatures  formerly  employed.  The  helix  is  constructed  of 
thin  copper  wire,  and  weighs  2,000  lb.  It  is  enclosed  in  a 
hollow  cylinder,  constructed  of  iron  of  high  magnetic  per- 
meability. This  cylinder  has  a  radius  of  about  1£  ft.,  and  is 
about  1  ft.  high ;  so  that  the  whole  apparatus,  which  was 
made  by  Cromptons,  of  Chelmsford,  is  very  compact.  Space 
is  provided  at  the  centre  of  the  helix  for  the  insertion  of  the 
observation-tubes  and  the  attachment  of  the  optical  appara- 
tus.   Dr.  Perkin  also  described 

A  New  Sodium-lamp, 
consisting  of  a  Bunsen  burner  of  the  ordinary  pattern, 
through  the  air-aperture  of  which  passes  a  small  copper  tube 
carrying  a  current  of  oxygen.  The  oxygen-coal  gas  flame 
produced  by  the  burner  impinges  on  a  small  platinum  boat 
containing  sodium  chloride,  which  volatilises,  giving  an  in- 
tensely yellow  flame.  The  burner  may  also  be  used  for  pro- 
ducing green  or  red  light  by  the  use  of  thallium  or  lithium 
chloride  in  place  of  sodium  chloride. — In  the  course  of  the 
discussion  on  these  two  papers  Dr.  Armstrong  mentioned 
that  Dr.  Perkin  joined  the  Society  in  1856,  the  same  year  in 
which  he  discovered  mauve,  and  congratulated  the  Fellows 
on  the  fact  that  Dr.  Perkin  is  as  original  and  inventive  as 
ever  after  fifty  years  of  work. 

The  Rusting  of  Iron 
was  the  subject  of  the  next  paper,  which  was  read  by  Dr. 
Moody.  He  showed  that  when  a  piece  of  cleaned  iron  is 
placed  in  a  glass  tube  containing  water  and  exposed  to  the 
action  of  air,  previously  freed  from  carbon  dioxide,  rusting 
only  occurs  at  the  corners  of  the  iron  which  are  in  contact 
with  the  glass,  and  if  the  iron  be  carefully  insulated  by 
attaching  small  blobs  of  paraffin  at  its  corners  no  rusting 
occurs.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  iron  be  exposed  to  the 
action  of  air  containing  carbon  dioxide  under  the  same  con- 
ditions, it  rapidly  forms  a  layer  of  rust.  The  results,  the 
author  claimed,  finally  establish  the  validity  of  Grace- 
Calvert's  view  that  carbonic  dioxide  is  the  principal  agent 
in  effecting  the  rusting  of  iron  under  ordinary  conditions. 
That  ferrous  carbonate  is  actually  formed  in  the  rusting  of 
iron  was  demonstrated  to  the  Fellows  by  the  addition  of  a 
portion  of  the  black  pulverulent  matter,  which  is  usually 
found  under  the  superficial  red  coat  of  heavily  rusted  iron, 
to  some  dilute  acid,  when  a  brisk  effervescence  took  place. 

Dr.  Moody's  paper  gave  rise  to  a  lengthy  discussion,  in 
which  Drs.  Jowett  and  Goulding,  who  have  been  associated 
with  Professor  Dunstan  in  the  formulation  of  the  "hydro- 
gen-peroxide theory  of  rusting,"  joined.  The  sense  of  the 
meeting  seemed  to  be  that  Dr.  Moody's  experiment  was  a 
crucial  one. 

The  last  paper  read  was  on  the  determination  of  carbon  in 
soils,  by  Mr.  A.  D.  Hall,  Director  of  the  Rothamstead 
Station. 


Business  Cbanges. 

Bute's  Cash  Drug-stores  have  opened  at  580  Commer- 
cial Road  East,  E. 

Dr.  Charles  Forshaw,  dentist,  has  removed  from  West- 
gate,  Bradford,  to  20  Otley  Road. 


Mr.  A.  H.  Holden,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  removed 
his  business  from  Eldon  Street  to  7  Wellington  Street, 
Barnsley. 

Messrs.  E.  P.  Guest,  Ltd.,  have  purchased  the  stock  and 
goodwill  of  the  business  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Thompson, 
chemist,  at  105  High  Street,  Brentwood. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Senior,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Exeter, 
has  acquired  the  business  at  15  St.  Margaret's  Street, 
Canterbury,  formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  A.  B.  Withers. 

Messrs.  W.  Fox  &  Sons,  of  Bethnal  Green  Road,  E., 
etc.,  have  acquired  the  business  carried  on  by  the  late  Mr. 
W.  W.  R.  Cooper,  chemist  and  druggist,  at  151  Hoxton 
Street,  N. 

Mr.  A.  Marsland,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Harpurhey, 
has  purchased  the  business  at  87  Stamford  Street,  Cock- 
brook,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  J.  C. 
Crompton,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Messrs.  Raphael,  Wheway  &  Redfern,  Ltd.,  manufac- 
turing opticians,  77  Clerkenwell  Road,  London,  E.C.,  have 
taken  over  the  business  of  Mr.  C.  Williams  of  189a  Lower 
Clapton  Road,  N.E.,  mathematical-instrument  and  drawing- 
scale  maker.  Mr.  Williams  will  still  superintend  the 
manufacturing  department,  but  communications  regard- 
ing the  business  should  be  addressed  to  77  Clerkenwell 
Road,  E.G. 


flDarriaoe. 


Scott — Russell. — At  St.  Mark's,  Hamilton  Terrace, 
London,  on  April  9,  by  the  Rev.  Canon  Boot,  Vicar  of 
St.  George's,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Alexander  Scott,  D.Sc, 
F.R.S.,  director  of  the  Davy-Faraday  Research  Laboratory, 
to  Agnes  Mary,  daughter  of  William  James  Russell,  F.R.S., 
of  34  Upper  Hamilton  Terrace,  N.W. 


Bcatbs. 


Barton. — At  Brighton,  on  April  5,  Mr.  Henry  Barton, 
chemist  and  druggist,  aged  eighty-three.  Mr.  Barton  was 
the  last  of  two  brothers  who  were  in  business  at  17  King's 
Road,  Brighton,  as  Barton  Brothers.  Mr.  Henry  Barton 
retired  from  the  retail  in  1893,  and  had  devoted  him- 
self to  the  manufacture  of  the  specialities  with  which  his 
name  had  long  been  associated.  His  death  was  from  shock 
to  the  system,  due  to  a  broken  thigh  which  resulted  from  a 
fall  some  time  ago.  Mr.  Barton  had  been  connected  with 
the  Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy  from  its  foundation 
in  1861.  The  funeral  took  place  on  April  10,  a  wreath  being 
sent  by  the  Association.  Many  of  the  local  chemists 
attended  ;o  pay  their  respects  to  an  old  colleague. 

Johnson. — At  his  residence,  Ince  Hall.  W'igan,  Alder- 
man Richard  Johnson,  J. P.,  aged  fifty-three.  Alderman 
Johnson  was  known  to  many  in  the  drug-trade  as  the 
strenuous  President  for  many  years  of  the  National  Union 
of  Mineral-water  Manufacturers.  He  once  stood  as  Liberal 
candidate  for  the  Ince  division  of  Lancashire. 

Shenton. — Many  of  the  older  pharmacists,  in  the  North 
of  England  especially,  will  learn  with  regret  of  the  death 
at  Southport,  on  March  30,  of  Mr.  Thomas  Shenton,  for- 
merly a  member  of  the  firm  of  Beatson  &  Co.,  glass-bottle 
manufacturers,  Rotherham. 

West. — At  Stretford,  Manchester,  on  March  28, 
Frederick  Marshall  West,  chemist  and  druggist,  fifth  son 
of  Mr.  Thomas  West,  aged  thirty. 

Whyte. — At  Viewfield,  Grattan  Place,  Fraserburgh,  on 
April  9,  Mr.  Joseph  Allan  E'owlie  Whyte,  chemist  and 
druggist,  aged  forty-eight.  Mr.  Whyte,  who  died  suddenly 
from  heart-failure,  was  the  son  of  a  farmer  at  Tyrie.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  served  as  an  assistant  in  a  large  drug- 
store in  London.  Thereafter  Mr.  Whyte  commenced  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  at  New  Deer,  and  nineteen  years 
ago  he  went  to  Fraserburgh,  where  he  carried  on  business 
in  Broad  Street.  Nine  years  later  he  removed  to  High 
Street. 
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Winter  Session  of  Cbemtets'  Xocal  associations. 


Mr.  Chaplin. 


Association  Presidents. 

Mr.  John  Henry  Chaplin,  the  new  President  of  the  Wake- 
field Chemists'  Association,  is  identified  with  one  of  the  in- 
teresting pharmacies  in  Eng- 
land. The  business  of  Messrs. 
Chaplin  &  Son,  60  Westgate, 
Wakefield,  was  founded  in 
1793,  and  formerly  belonged  to 
Mr.  T.  W.  Gissing,  father  of 
the  late  George  Gissing,  the 
eminent  novelist,  who  was  born 
in  the  house  attached  to  the 
pharmacy.  The  present  head  of 
the  business,  John  Lambert 
Chaplin  (father  of  the  Presi- 
dent), is  one  of  the  oldest  phar- 
maceutical chemists  in  England 
still  actually  engaged  in  retail 
pharmacy.  The  names  of  thoso 
whose  diplomas  are  under  100 
are  : 

Joseph  Barnabas  French,  Mel- 
bourne, Vic,  No.  3. 
Benjamin  Horatio  Paul,  Lon- 
don, No.  9. 
John  Smith,  South  Lambeth, 
London,  No.  31. 
Kicnard  Stringer  Starkic,  Strand,  London,  No.  46. 
lliomas  Trask,  South  Lambeth,  London,  No.  61 
John  Lambert  Chaplin,  Wakefield,  No.  62. 
Uetavius  Corder,  Norwich,  No.  86 
William  Walker  Urwick,  Sidcup,  No.  90 
James  Stocken,  London,  No.  97. 
This  small  band  of  veterans  have  passed  their  pharma- 
^nd  wo  /^V0-!  J-H,  Chaplin  was  born  in  Colchester, 

and  wont  to  Yorkshire  in  1871,  entering  his  father's  business  as 
an  apprentice  in  1875  for  eighteen  months.  For  three  vear 
thereafter  he  was  an  improver  with  the  late  W.  B.  Salisburv 
of  Leicester.    During  parts  of  1880-81  he  studied  at  Blooms^ 

M0SysSq  To  tn?  WrUnrS  a!'the  .subJccts  a  time  when 
Messrs.  F.  C.  J.  Bird,  J.  O.  Braithwaite,  W.  Elborne,  David 

SclXT'  W  lUlam  FArkfe  ancl-  Eobcrt  Wri^ht  ™re  at  the 
in t  il  ™1P;YSed  th\Mln0*  '»  Octob°r  1880  and  the  Major 
Mr  t  r<  e  lm  Spent,  a  year  or  so  in  his  native  t°wn  with 
Mr.  J.  C.  Spenstone,  and  returned  to  Wakefield  in  1883  owing 
to  severe  illness.  On  his  recovery  ho  associated  himself  with 
his  father  in  the  conduct  of  the  business.  Hitherto  he  l  as 
taken  part  in  local  pharmaceutical  matters,  chiefly  as  d  vi 
sional  secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  representa- 
tive of  his  Association  on  the  West  Riding  Federation 

Guildford  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  April  4,  Mr 
Taylor  (Woking)  in  the  chair.  The  evening  was  spent  in 
discussing  the  two  Pharmacy  Bills. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

At  the  meeting  held  on  April  5  twelve  members  were  pre- 
Mr.  J.  T.  Cart,  B.Sc,  read  a  paper,  illustrated  by 
"  Colloidal  Solutions." 


sent, 
experiments,  on 


Oldham  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  April  10  when 
the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  was  discussed,  with  special 
reference  to  the  C.  &  D.  suggestions  regarding  amendment 
of  the  Poisons  Schedule. 


Harrogate  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  on  April  5,  Mr.  Davis  (President)  in 
the  chair.  The  Government  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill,  the 
Jr. A.  I. A.  and  Co-ops,  and  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  & 
Co.  s  prices  were  discussed,  resolutions  being  passed  in 
regard  to  them  in  the  same  terms  as  at  other  association 
meetings. 

Association  of  Women  Pharmacists. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  5  Endsleigh  Street,  London  on 
Wednesday,  April  4  (by  kind  permission  of  Mrs.  Cla'rke- 


Keer,  President  of  the  Association).  Miss  M.  E.  Buchanan 
(Vice-President)  was  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  good  attend- 
ance of  members,  who  listened  with  interest  to  an  address 
given  by  Mrs.  Freke  on  "  Women  Pharmacists  in  Business." 
The  paper  was  followed  by  a  brisk  discussion. 


Blackpool  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Palatine  Hotel  on  April  6,  at 
9  p.m.,  the  President  (Mr.  Sankey)  in  the  chair.  There  were 
also  present  Messrs.  Boothroyd,  Turver,  Mayson,  Huddart, 
Johnson,  and  Laurie.  The  Pharmacy  Bill  and  P.A.T.A. 
and  Co-ops.  were  discussed,  and  the  usual  resolution  was 
passed.  As  regards  Easter  hours  of  closing,  it  was  decided 
that  there  should  be  this  week  and  next  no  Wednesday  half- 
day,  then  to  follow  winter  arrangement  of  closing  until 
tradesmen's  holiday. 


Stockport  Chemists'  Association, 

A  Meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday,  April  4,  Mr.  J.  F. 
Royse  (President)  in  the  chair.  Messrs.  Wilson,  Watson, 
Nicholson,  Riach,  Dunlop,  and  Orrell  were  also  present. 

The  Secretary. — The  resignation  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Hick  was 
accepted  with  regret,  and  he  was  thanked  for  his  services. 
Mr.  W.  P.  Orrell  was  appointed  Secretary  in  his  place. 

Pharmacy  Bills. — In  a  general  conversation  the  wish  was 
strongly  expressed  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  would 
use  every  endeavour  to  retain  the  title. 

P.A.T.A. — Regret  was  expressed  at  the  action  of  those 
proprietors  who  had  left  the  P.A.T.A. 

It  was  decided  that  the  letter  re  direct  representation  of 
pharmacy  in  Parliament  be  left  over  until  the  next  meeting. 


Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Queen  Hotel,  Huddersfield,  on 
Tuesday,  April  10,  the  President  (Mr.  Walshaw)  in  the 
chair. 

The  Correspondence  read  included  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Gadd  re  direct  representation  of  pharmacy  in  Parliament. 
It  was  considered  that  there  is  no  immediate  necessity  for 
action  in  the  matter. 

Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill. — The  President  commented 
on  the  main  provisions  of  this  Bill,  which  was  on  the  whole 
considered  a  fairly  good  one. 

Complimentary  allusion  was  made  to  the  pleasure  which 
had  been  provided  by  Mr.  Cuff  in  his  recent  lecture  in  the 
interests  of  the  Chemist-Opticians'  Association,  the  mem- 
bership of  which  would  be  augmented  from  the  Hudders- 
field district. 


Scarborough  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Albemarle  Hotel,  Scarborough, 
on  April  3,  at  9  p.m.  The  President  (E.  R.  Cross)  took  the 
chair,  and  there  were  also  present  Messrs.  H.  Chapman,  G. 
Whitfield,  Kirby,  E.  Chapman,  W.  R.  Eyre,  R.  M.  Hill,  A. 
Sandy,  W.  A.  Senior,  Whitney,  and  R.  Gilchrist  (Secre- 
tary). After  discussion,  it  was  decided  that  direct  repre- 
sentation of  chemists  in  Parliament  is  not  desirable.  It  was 
decided  that  the  following  resolution  be  sent  to  all  firms 
who  have  withdrawn  from  the  P.A.T.A.  : 

The  Scarborough  Chemists'  Association,  which  represents 
all  the  district  of  the  town  and  district,  expresses  its  regret 
that  you  have  withdrawn  your  allegiance  from  the  P.A.T.A., 
and  trusts  you  will  reconsider  your  decision. 
Also  to  congratulate  the  P.A.T.A.  on  the  stand  taken  up. 
It  was  agreed  to  send  the  following  resolution  to  Messrs. 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  : 

The  Scarborough  Chemists'  Association  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  present  minimum  retail  prices  of  your  various  pre- 
parations are  not  satisfactory ;  and  trusts  that  the  increase 
of  many  of  the  prices  indicated  in  your  recent  price-list  is 
indicative  of  more  liberal  terms  to  the  retailer. 

The  Government  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  was  discussed, 
and  the  Secretary  was  authorised  to  write*  to  the  local  M.P.s, 
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putting  the  views  of  the  Association  before  them,  when  the 
Bill  comes  into  the  House  of  Commons. 


Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association- 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  156  King  Street,  Yarmouth, 
on  Thursday,  April  5.  The  President  (Mr.  Harvey  Palmer) 
was  in  the  chair,  and  nearly  a  full  muster  of  members  was 
present.  A  report  on  the  past  year's  work  was  read  by  the 
Secretary,  which,  with  balance-sheet,  was  adopted.  For 
the  coming  year  Mr.  Harvey  Palmer  was  unanimously  re- 
elected President,  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Richmond  was  reappointed 
Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  The  new  committee  will 
consist  of  Messrs.  Male,  Hill,  and  Shearman.  A  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  was  accorded  the  retiring  officers. 


Hartlepools  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  West  Hartlepool, 
on  Tuesday,  April  3.  It  was  unanimously  decided  to  send 
the  following  resolution  to  all  those  firms  who  had  with- 
drawn from  the  P.A.T.A.  : 

The  members  of  the  Hartlepools  and  District  Chemists' 
Association  regret  that  you  have  withdrawn  your  allegiance 
from  the  P.A.T.A.,  and  hope  you  will  reconsider  your 
decision;  and  until  you  rejoin  we  shall  discourage  the  sale 
of  your  preparations  as  far  as  possible,  and  must  decline  to 
exhibit  or  distribute  your  advertising-matter. 

Direct  Parliamentary  representation  was  also  discussed. 


Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  April  5,  at 
58  King's  Road,  Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson,  F.C.S.,  in  the  chair. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill  was  discussed  and  the  latest  news 
reported  by  the  President.  The  hope  was  expressed  that 
members  would  take  no  action  likely  to  be  detrimental  to 
the  good  work  being  done  by  the  representatives  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society. 

P.A.T.A. — It  was  thought  desirable  to  comply  with  the 
request  of  the  Teesside  Association  and  support  them  by 
asking  those  members  who  had  withdrawn  from  the 
P.A.T.A.  to  reconsider  their  decision  and  join  again. 

It  is  proposed  to  hold  an  outing  about  midsummer,  the 
arrangements  for  which  will  be  duly  reported  by  the 
committee. 


East  Sussex  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Edinburgh  Hotel,  St.  Leonards- 
on-Sea,  on  April  5,  Mr.  John  Smith,  President,  in  the 
chair. 

The  principal  business  of  the  meeting  was  an  address  by 
Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gadd  on  "  Pharmacy  and  Parliament," 
but  the  manuscript  has  not  reached  us  in  time  for  treatment. 
After  it  there  was  a  discussion,  and  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted  : 

1.  That  the  attention  of  local  M.P.s  be  drawn  to  the  Bill, 
and  to  ask  their  support  in  the  elimination  of  Clause  2 ;  and 
that  in  Clause  4  the  necessary  words  be  added  to  prevent 
companies  taking  the  title  of  "  chemists."  In  Clause  6  that 
the  poisons  there  mentioned  should  be  sold  in  proper  con- 
tainers only. 

2.  That  this  Association  affirms  the  principle  of  direct 
representation  in  Parliament,  and  guarantees  a  subscription 
of  2s.  bd.  per  member  annually,  and  approves  tho  admini- 
stration of  the  funds  by  a  board  of  trustees  appointed  at  a 
meeting  of  the  subscribers. 


West  Ham  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  Earlham  Hall,  Forest  Gate,  on 
Thursday,  April  5,  Mr.  Harold  Mitchell  (President)  in  the 
chair. 

Correspondence  was  read  from  the  Leyton  District 
Council  and  the  Corporation  of  West  Ham  with  respect  to 
amending  the  early-closing  petition  ;  also  from  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue,  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Federation  (re  Parliamentary  representa- 
tion), and  the  Teesside  Chemists'  Association  (re  P.A.T.A. 
and  Co-ops.). 

Subscriptions.— Mr.  Savage  proposed  that  a  time-limit 


should  be  fixed  for  the  payment  of  these — viz.,  the  second 
Thursday  in  May.  This  would  effect  a  saving  in  postage.— 
The  Secretary  confirmed  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Savage. — Mr. 
Potter  proposed  as  an  amendment  that  October  should  be 
the  month  instead  of  May. — Neither  of  the  propositions 
was  seconded,  and  the  matter  dropped. 

Optics. — Mr.  Bunker  then  gave  a  lecture  on  "The 
Chemist-Optician  of  To-day,"  with  demonstration  on  sight- 
testing.  In  this  he  dealt  with  the  relationship  between  the 
chemist-optician,  the  oculist,  and  the  medical  man,  and  gave 
a  brief  demonstration  on  practical  sight-testing  as  required 
by  the  examination  of  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company. 
This  was  much  appreciated  by  the  members. — The  President 
tendered,  on  behalf  of  the  Association,  its  most  hearty  con- 
gratulations to  Mr.  Matthews  for  his  success  at  the  recent 
election  to  the  District  Council.  The  President  also  wished 
to  draw  the  attention  of  members  to  the  extra  meeting  that 
is  to  be  held  on  April  26  to  discuss  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy 
Bill. 


Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
Society. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Montgomery  Hall,  Sheffield,  on 
Thursday,  April  5,  Mr.  A.  Russell  Fox  (President)  in  the 
chair.  There  were  also  present  Messrs.  P.  Carr,  J.  G. 
Jackson,  F.  W.  Whitworth,  A.  Preston,  Clark,  J.  Hull, 
H.  Antcliffe,  and  H.  G.  Williams  (Hon.  Secretary). 
Sale  of  Diachylon. 
The  President  referred  to  the  two  deaths  which  had  re- 
cently occurred  in  the  city  through  the  use  of  diachylon,  and 
urged  that  their  responsibility  did  not  end  with  the  labelling 
of  the  drug  as  "poison."  They  should  press  for  it  to  be 
scheduled,  and  scheduled  in  the  first  part,  so  that  it  would 
have  to  be  entered  in  the  register  and  signed  for  and  wit- 
nessed. They  had  a  responsibility  in  dealing  with  these 
substances,  and  he  thought  this  would  be  the  only  deterrent 
which  would  be  of  real  use.  Mr.  Fox  then  called  upon  Mr. 
M.  H.  Stiles  to  read  his  paper  on 

Home-made  Galenicals. 
This  is  printed  on  p.  571.  It  elicited  a  brief  discussion. 
The  President  remarked  from  experience  that  Mr.  Stiles's 
modification  of  the  York  Glass  Co.'s  percolator  is  an  im- 
provement. He  moved  a  vote  of  thanks,  which  Mr. 
Antcliffe  seconded. — Mr.  P.  Carr,  as  an  old  apprentice  gf 
Mr.  Stiles's,  testified  to  the  value  of  the  methods  in  use  in 
his  pharmacy,  and  he  himself  in  his  own  business  faithfully 
followed  Mr.  Stiles's  formulae  for  making  infusions,  etc. — 
Mr.  Whitworth  and  Mr.  Jackson  also  spoke,  the  latter 
hoping  that  the  paper  would  be  printed  in  the  trade  Press  in 
extenso,  in  order  that  they  might  have  a  full  opportunity 
of  studying  the  methods. — Mr.  Stiles,  in  replying,  said  that 
he  had  been  connected  with  pharmacy  for  forty-five  years, 
and  the  paper  was  practically  the  outcome  of  his  experience 
during  that  period. 


Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  April  6,  at  Mr. 
Flander's  house,  Mill  Road,  Mr.  H.  F.  Cook  in  the  chair. 
A  discussion  was  opened  by  Mr.  Greensmith  on 

The  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill. 
Mr.  Greensmith  went  through  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  one  by 
one,  taking  particular  objection  to  the  licensing  clause.  He 
also  pointed  out  that  a  modification  is  desirable  in  the  com- 
pany clause,  so  that  the  name  of  the  qualified  chemist  em- 
ployed by  a  company  should  be  given  on  the  label.  Mr. 
Greensmith  said  that,  speaking  generally,  the  Bill  will 
draw  a  boundary  line  which  will  enable  the  public  to  dis- 
criminate between  qualified  chemists  and  drug-stores,  and 
on  this  account  efforts  should  be  made  to  get  as  many  poisons 
put  into  the  schedule  as  possible.  The  qualified  chemist 
will  have  the  full  control  of  the  sale  and  dispensing  of 
poisons.  The  scope  of  the  unqualified  dispenser  will  be  very 
limited,  and  therefore  the  enactment  may  be  looked  forward 
to  with  a  certain  amount  of  satisfaction  by  the  trade. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Campkin  joined  in  the  discussion,  and  told  the 
meeting  of  the  steps  taken  by  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  to  get  amendments  made  in  the  Govern- 
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ment  Bill.  The  Bill  recognised  that  the  term  "chemist" 
represents  an  individual  qualification  on  all-fours  with  the 
title  of  "doctor."  Referring  to  the  licensing  clause,  Mr. 
Campkin  said  it  is 

understood  that  licences  will  not  be  given,  even  in  the  entire 
absence  of  chemists  from  the  locality,  to  any  vendors  of  food 
of  any  description  He  believes  it  will  be  found  that  few 
localities  have  not  a  chemist  within  easy  distance,  and  that 
if  such  chemists  arc  prepared  to  enlarge  their  assortment  of 
agricultural  and  horticultural  preparations  the  supply  will 
remain  in  chemists'  hands. 

The  meeting  ended  by  passing  a  resolution  of  thanks, 
moved  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Peck  and  seconded  by  Mr.  B.  S.  Camp- 
kin,  to  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  their 
efforts  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  chemists  and  the 
public  generally,  and  offering  help  in  bringing  about  the 
desired  results. 

Leicester  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  Winn's  Cafe,  Leicester,  on  Tuesday, 
April  3,  Mr.  W.  Rowe  (President)  in  the  chair.  There  were 
also  present  Messrs.  Avery,  Burford,  Bowler,  Blockley, 
Crookhall,  Clear,  Cleaver,  Crofts,  Foreman,  Gibson,  Hind, 
Hearnshaw,  Ireland,  Lewis,  Martin,  Marfitt  (Hon.  Secre- 
tary), McCreath,  Peberdy,  Rodhouse,  Thirlby,  and  Ward. 

Unqualified  Traders. — The  Secretary  reported  that  he 
had  investigated  the  extent  of  the  existence  of  unqualified 
traders  in  drugs,  etc.,  in  the  town,  and  after  discussion  on 
the  subject,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Crookhall,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Burford,  it  was  decided  to  appoint  the  President,  the 
Secretary,  and  Mr.  Hearnshaw  to  form  a  deputation  to  wait 
upon  the  local  Medical  Association,  pointing  out  the  facts  of 
the  situation. 

Disinfectants. — It  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Marfitt, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Avery,  and  decided  that  the  President, 
with  Mr.  Burford,  be  deputed  to  wait  upon  the  Sanitary 
Committee  of  the  Town  Council,  pointing  out  the  danger 
that  exists  in  the  Corporation  supplying  free  disinfectants 
in  any  sort  of  bottles  the  public  like  to  bring,  instead  of  in 
proper  "poison"  bottles.  It  was  mentioned  that  even 
sterilised-milk  bottles  are  sometimes  taken,  and  that  the 
disinfectant  supplied  being  of  a  milk-like  nature  in  appear- 
ance, it  is  a  serious  state  of  affairs. 

Early  Closing. — Considerable  discussion  followed  on 
this  matter,  and  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that  the  chemists 
of  the  town  close  their  shops  on  Thursdays  at  2  p.m.  for  the 
remainder  of  the  day,  commencing  on  Thursday,  April  19. 
Also  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Foreman,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Ward,  it  was  agreed  that,  where  possible,  chemists  should 
close  not  later  than  8.30  p.m.,  Saturdays  excepted. 

The  P.A.T.A.  and  Co-ops.  was  discussed,  and  a  com- 
munication from  the  Teesside  Association  was  allowed  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

A  Pharmacy  Bills'  discussion  was  postponed. 

Mr.  McCreath  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Association. 


Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Royal  Institution,  on  Thursday, 
April  5,  the  President  (Mr.  Prosper  H.  Marsden,  F.C.S.) 
in  the  chair.  A  new  and  interesting  feature  was  the  pre- 
sence of  two  fully  qualified  Liverpool  lady  pharmacists,  and 
in  extending  a  welcome  to  these  visitors  Mr.  Marsden 
thought  he  was  the  first  President  of  the  Association  whose 
lot  it  was  to  do  this. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  J.  L.  Clayton  offering  the  Association  Bentley  and 
Trimen's  "  Medicinal  Plants,"  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Clayton  for  his  donation  was  unanimously  carried. 

Mr.  P.  H.  Jones  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Association. 

A  report  on  the  recent  dinner,  which  showed  that  it  had 
been  a  financial  success,  was  read  by  Mr.  Harry  Martin. 

Dr.  Symes,  in  opening  a 

Debate  on  the  Pharmacy  Bills, 
said  it  was  necessary  to  consider  them  broadly,  and  he 
wished  to  say  in  the  first  place  he  held  no  brief  for  com- 
panies. He  looked  at  the  position  of  pharmacy  as  it  now 
stands.  First,  there  is  the  qualified  chemist  carrying  on 
business  alone  or  jointly  with  another  qualified  person,  and 
this  was  the  typical  condition  of  things  which  extended 


largely  throughout  the  country  when  the  Pharmacy  Act 
passed.  Then  there  is  the  man  carrying  on  business 
(probably  a  young  man)  with  very  little  capital,  not  trad- 
ing entirely  on  his  own  capital.  Thirdly,  there  are  outside 
companies  who  have  been  carrying  on  old-established  busi- 
nesses with  the  facilities  of  limited  liability.  Then  there 
are  companies  who  had  grafted  on  a  chemist's  business, 
and  these  are  looked  on  as  usurpers.  There  is  also  a 
class  of  men  who  are  not  registered,  but  are  so-called  drug- 
gists, carrying  on  a  heavy  drysaltery  business.  There  is 
a  growing  feeling  that  an  effort  should  be  made  to  limit  the 
number  entering  the  calling,  but  this  is  very  undesirable, 
as  it  would  only  increase  the  class  of  such  persons  as  dry- 
salters.  Dr.  Symes  then  read  extracts  from  Lord  Crewe's 
Bill,  taking  it  clause  by  clause,  and  announced  that  a  time- 
limit  of  seven  years  for  the  use  by  existing  companies  of 
chemists'  titles  was  proposed.  He  thought  companies 
should  not  be  allowed  to  use  the  title  on  opening  new  branch 
shops.  He  also  thought  the  dispensing  of  medical  prescrip- 
tions would  go  through.  In  concluding  he  referred  to  the 
Poisons  Schedule,  and  suggested  that  preparations  contain- 
ing strychnine  in  minute  quantities — say,  less  than  one- 
thousandth — should  be  placed  in  the  second  part  of  the 
schedule.  The  use  of  the  word  "  poison  "  in  a  case  like  this 
weakens  the  value  of  the  word,  in  his  opinion. 

The  President  thought  the  Government  Bill  an  excellent 
one,  though  it  did  not  give  all  that  was  required.  It  should 
be  supported  as  much  as  possible. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham  thought  the  qualification  of  the  em- 
ployer far  more  essential  than  that  of  the  assistant.  Regard- 
ing registration,  if  introduced  in  the  way  the  Society  pro- 
posed in  the  Pharmacy  Bill  he  considered  it  would  be  most 
harmful.  If  registration  without  qualification  was  estab- 
lished, there  was  nothing  to  prevent  stores  from  saying 
"  registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1906."  If  vendors  of 
agricultural  poisons  say  they  are  licensed  to  sell  these  poisons 
there  is  no  claim  that  they  are  chemists,  but  if  allowed  to 
say  "  registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Act"  they  will  be  in  a 
very  strong  position.  He  thought  the  Society  should  aim  to 
draw  up  the  Poisons  Schedule  on  a  thoroughly  sound  basis, 
and  there  should  be  some  definition  of  the  term  "poison." 
He  had  no  doubt  the  dispensing  of  prescriptions  would  be 
granted. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Percival,  in  supporting,  thought  of  the  two 
Bills  he  preferred  the  Government  one.  The  Council's  Bill 
seemed  to  him  very  involved,  and  he  particularly  instanced 
Clause  6,  which  he  declared  to  be  beyond  his  powers.  If  it 
is  to  legalise  the  use  of  the  title  "chemist"  by  companies 
carrying  on  business  before  April  1,  it  is  very  unfortunate. 
He  protested  against  the  sale  of  packed  poisons  under 
licence  without  qualification. 

Messrs.  J.  Hocken.  J.  H.  Robinson,  and  H.  Martin 
having  spoken,  Dr.  Symes,  in  replying,  acknowledged  the 
help  of  Mr.  Edward  Evans,  who  had  used  his  influence  with 
Lord  Crewe,  having  called  upon  him  with  Mr.  R.  A.  Robin- 
son. 


(3a5Cttc. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Clark,  W.,  an  I  Woolley,  E.  J.,  Wellingborough,  North- 
amptonshire, general  medical  practitioners. 

Cockran,  C.  H.,  and  Dearie,  &..  Cavershani,  Oxfordshire, 
surgeons. 

Hessom,  E.  E..  and  Bidlake,  I...  Redhill,  Reigate,  and 

Horley,  Surrey,  dental  surgeons. 
McCarthy,  J.  McC,  and  Bekenn,  S.  J.,  St.  George's, 

Salop,  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Todd,  D.  F.,  and  Wallace,  H.  X.,  Sunderland,  general 

medical  practitioners. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudication. 

McCulloch,  Frederick  James,  Wisbech,  Cambridge,  dental 
surgeon. 

The  Orange  River  Colony's  imports  of  drugs,  chemicals  and 
dye-stuffs  during  February  amounted  in  value  to  6.438?..  of 
which  733?.  was  South  African  produce. 
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Xcoal  "Reports. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Dodd's  Drug-stores. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Friday,  April  6,  Mr.  Eve, 
K.C.,  again  mentioned  the  case  of  Jefferson  Dodd,  Ltd.,  and 
others  v.  Dodd's  Drug-stores.  He  stated  that  his  learned 
friend  Mr.  Micklem,  K.C.,  appeared  for  the  defendants. 
More  evidence  had  been  filed,  but  he  (Mr.  Eve)  had  not  yet 
had  an  opportunity  of  looking  at  it.  Subject  to  his  Lord- 
ship's approval,  the  motion  had  better  stand  over  till  next 
sittings.  Plaintiffs  considered  this  a  rather  serious  case, 
having  regard  to  the  health  of  the  Metropolis. 

Photo-films. 

The  case  of  the  Adhesive  Dry-mounting  Co.,  Ltd.  v.  the 
Adherent  Film  Co.,  was  mentioned  to  Mr.  Justice  Keke- 
wich  in  the  Chancery  Division  on  Wednesday,  April  11. 
Counsel  said  it  was  an  action  brought  against  the  defendant 
company  to  restrain  them  from  the  infringement  of  two 
letters  patent,  and  it  had  been  arranged,  subject  to  his 
Lordship's  sanction,  that  the  motion  should  stand  over  until 
April  30.— His  Lordship  assented  to  this. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Orange-quinine  Wine. 
At  Stockport  on  April  5,  the  Stockport  Co-operative  Society 
were  summoned  for  selling  orange-quinine  wine  which  was 
entirely  devoid  of  quinine.  On  behalf  of  the  society  it  was 
stated  that  the  wine  was  bought  as  "  orange-quinine  wine," 
a  warranty  being  received  with  it.  The  Bench  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  society  had  been  deceived,  and  simply 
ordered  them  to  pay  the  costs. 

Iron  Oxide. 

At  Chippenham  on  April  5,  Mr.  William  Couch,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Market  Place,  Chippenham,  was  summoned 
tor  selling  iron  oxide  which  contained  not  more  than  20  parts 
of  peroxide  of  iron,  16  parts  of  water,  54  parts  of  sulphate  of 
lime,  and  at  least  10  parts  of  alumina,  etc.,  instead  of  bO  per 
cent,  of  peroxide  of  iron  combined  with  about  10  per  cent,  of 
water.  Mr.  Couch  stated  in  his  evidence  that  he  took  over 
the  drug  from  his  predecessor  and  was  not  aware  that  it  was 
not  of  the  proper  quality.  It,  was  a  drug  that  was  not  in 
great  demand.  The  Bench  said  they  did  not  regard  the  case 
as  a  serious  one,  and  decided  that  defendant  must  pay  the 
costs. 

Camphorated  Oil. 
At  West  Hartlepool  on  April  9,  Mr.  Arthur  William  Wal- 
burn  chemist  and  druggist,  was  summoned  for  selling 
camphorated  oil  containing  only  11.3  per  cent,  of  camphor 
Evidence  of  purchase  having  been  given  Mr.  Walburn 
explained  that  his  oil  was  frozen  through  being  misplaced 
by  a  boy,  and  stated  that  when  he  told  the  woman  who 
purchased  it  for  the  inspector,  she  said  she  must  wait  until 
she  got  the  oil.  She  said  a  doctor  required  it,  and  that 
someone  was  seriously  ill.  Then  the  witness  weighed  out 
the  proportion  of  camphor  and  oil,  and  made  actually  about 
10  oz.  The  state  of  the  oil  was  such  that  the  camphor  would 
not  properly  combine  with  it,  but  he  did  his  best  with  it, 
and  when  he  gave  the  bottle  to  the  woman  he  apologised  to 
her  for  the  state  of  the  oil.  Mr.  Smith,  for  defendant, 
urged  that  the  oil  was  not  sold  to  the  prejudice  of  the  pur- 
chaser. The  Bench  considered  the  charge  proved,  and 
imposed  a  penalty  of  20s.  and  costs. 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre. 
At  the  Nottingham  Guildhall  on  April  9,  Mr.  John  Whit- 
worth,  chemist  and  druggist,  102  Goldsmith  Street,  Not- 
tingham, was  summoned  for  selling  sweet  spirit  of  nitre 
deficient  in  ethyl  nitrite  to  the  extent  of  28  per  cent. 
Fraudulent  intention  was  not  alleged  by  the  prosecution, 
the  opinion  of  the  city  analyst  (Mr.  S.  R.  Trotman)  being 
that  the  nitre  had  come  to  the  condition  in  which  it  was 
supplied  as  the  result  of  careless  storing.  Mr.  J.  W.  Briggs, 
who  appeared  for  the  defence,  contended  that  his  client 
had  taken  proper  precautions  and  that  the  deficiency  was 
caused  through  the  liquid  coming  into  contact  with  the  air 


after  the  purchase  had  been  made.  Mr.  Briggs  also  pointed 
out  the  extreme  difficulty  of  keeping  sweet  nitre.  The 
Magistrates  imposed  a  fine  of  5s.,  with  22s.  costs. 

At  the  same  Court  on  April  10,  Mr.  James  Lord,  chemist 
and  druggist,  trading  as  Hulme  &  Co.,  of  55  Upper  Parlia- 
ment Street,  Nottingham,  was  summoned  for  selling  5  oz. 
of  sweet  nitre  deficient  in  ethyl  nitrite  to  the  extent  of 
20  per  cent.  In  his  evidence  the  city  analyst  said  if 
ordinary  precautions  were  taken  as  regarded  the  proper 
storing  and  enclosing  of  sweet  nitre,  very  little  deteriora- 
tion or  evaporation  would  take  place,  though  he  admitted  it 
was  impossible  to  keep  it  so  as  to  retain  its  full  proof 
strength.  The  Magistrates  were  satisfied  there  was  no 
fraudulent  intention,  and  defendant  was  fined  Is.,  with  24s. 
costs. 


County  Court  Cases. 

No  Case. 

At  Bow  County  Court  last  week,  Joseph  Henry  Chandler,  of 
74  Plashet  Lane,  Upton  Park,  sued  the  Vinolia  Co.,  Ltd., 
for  211.  2s.,  20/.  being  damages  for  alleged  illegal 
distraint.  The  plaintiff  is  an  undischarged  bankrupt,  and 
the  distraint  was  for  11.  5s.  6d.,  which  Chandler  asserted 
was  owing  by  Carter  &  Co.,  who  formerly  occupied  his  pre- 
mises. Judge  Smyly,  K.C.,  stopped  the  case,  and  found  for 
the  Vinolia  Co.,  with  costs. 

A  Chemist  Sued. 
In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  April  6,  before  Deputy- 
Judge  Horton  Smith,  K.C.,  in  the  case  of  Currie,  Thomson 
&  Co.  v,  Buckley,  the  plaintiffs  sought  to  enforce  payment  of 
61.,  due  from  the  defendant,  a  chemist,  at  11  Earl's  Court 
Road,  S.W.  Plaintiffs  said  that  the  debt  was  for  india- 
rubber  goods.  The  defendant  had  pai^  'ZL,  and  wrote  to  say 
he  would  pay  the  balance  on  May  6.  The  Court  allowed  an 
adjournment  to  see  if  the  defendant  paid. 

Touting  at  Exhibitions. 
At  the  Clerkenwell  County  Court  on  April  6,  before  Judge 
Edge,  Walter  Clarke,  a  Bedfordshire  farmer,  answered  a 
summons  issued  by  a  North  London  firm  of  cattle-drink 
manufacturers  for  21.,  for  cattle-drinks  supplied.  The  evi- 
dence of  the  defendant  showed  the  part  that  whisky  plays  in 
getting  orders,  and  although  defendant  denied  that  he  had 
ordered  the  drinks,  the  Court's  order  was  that  he  has  to  pay. 

Claim  for  Commission. 
At  the  Brentford  County  Court  on  April  3,  before  Judge 
Howland  Roberts,  Messrs.  Athawes,  Son  &  Co.,  of  the 
Market  Place,  Acton,  sued  Mr.  Martin  and  Mrs.  B.  Martin, 
of  68  Grove  Park  Terrace,  Chiswick,  for  51.  10s.,  commis- 
sion on  the  sale  of  a  business  at  Ealing.  Mr.  Warren,  who 
appeared  for  the  plaintiffs,  said  that  when  the  officer  of  the 
court  went  to  serve  the  summons  he  was  told  there  was  no 
one  of  the  name  at  the  house,  and  that  Mr.  Butson  lived 
there.  He  asked  that  the  Judge  would  allow  the  words 
"otherwise  John  Butson''  to  be  placed  after  the  male  de- 
fendant's name,  and  his  Honour  agreed.  The  particulars  of 
the  sale  of  the  business,  known  as  the  South  Ealing  Drug 
Stores,  at  6  King's  Parade,  South  Ealing,  were  detailed  by 
the  purchaser,  Mr.  Arthur  Armitage,  chemist  and  druggist, 
and  were  substantially  the  same  as  the  evidence  given  in 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  February  24  (p.  295).  After 
hearing  Mr.  John  Butson,  his  Honour  said  the  case  seemed 
to  turn  on  the  credibility  of  the  male  defendant.  He  would 
have  to  give  judgment  against  Mr.  Martin,  otherwise  John 
Butson.  Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  Mrs.  B.  Martin  had 
written,  saying  the  business  was  hers,  and  that  she  was  not 
present  in  court,  or  represented,  and  that  the  relations 
between  Martin  or  Butson  and  Mrs.  Martin  were  extra- 
ordinary, there  would  also  have  to  be  judgment  against  the 
female  defendant. 


"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas. — "  On  the  publication  of  the 
latest  edition  of  your  work  '  Pharmaceutical  Formulas '  I 
obtained  a  copy,  and  wish  to  state  with  what  pleasure  and 
profit  I  have  read  its  delightfully  written  pages.  I  know 
of  nothing  better  to  keep  a  chemist  from  degenerating  into  a 
penny-in-the-slot  machine;  it  has  the  rare  merit  of  stimulat- 
ing thought,  the  hints  and  explanations  of  the  principles  em- 
bodied in  the  various  groups  of  formulae  being  most  in- 
teresting."   So  writes  a  London  chemist  (245/50). 
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Bankruptcies  ano  failures. 


Re  Francis  William  Bidie  (trading  as  F.  Bidie  &  Co.),  3  and 
4  Horninglow  Road  and  20  Station  Street,  Burton-on-Trent. 
Chemist  and  Druggist. — The  following  aro  among  the 
creditors:  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  London  (19/.); 
Blyton,  Astley  &  Co.,  Manchester  (15/.) ;  Bourne,  Johnson  & 
Co.,  London  (14/.)  ;  Boord  &  Son,  London  (21/.)  ;  Edwards  & 
Co.,  London  (22/.) ;  Baiss  Bros.  &  Stevenson,  Ltd.,  London 
(10/.);  Daniel.  Derbv  (10/.);  Grossmith  &  Co.,  London 
(20/.);  Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hirst,  Leeds  (46/.);  Holbrook,  Ltd., 
Aston  (14/.);  Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co.,  Manchester  (55/.); 
T.  Howard  Lloyd  &  Co.,  Leicester  (10/.) ;  Taylor  &  Co.,  Liver- 
pool (23/.);  H.  A.  Ollivant,  Basford  (125/.);  Wyleys,  Ltd., 
Coventry  (23/.);  Tyler  &  England,  London  (10/.);  W.  Riley, 
Burton-on-Trent  (10/.). 

Re  George  Beall,  20  Grove  Park  Terrace,  Harrogate,  late 
Thorne  Road,  Doneaster,  late  Chemist,  etc. — The  statement 
of  affairs  filed  in  this  case  shows  gross  liabilities 
37.898/.  6s.  10(7.,  of  which  2,395/.  18s.  Id.  is  unsecured,  and 
the  available  assets  are  estimated  to  realise  7,192/.  13s.,  thus 
disclosing  a  surplus  of  4,796/.  15s.  Id.  The  receiving  order  was 
made  on  the  debtor's  petition  on  March  19,  and  from  the  Offi- 
cial Receiver's  report  it  appears  that  the  debtor  from  1871  to 
1877  carried  on  the  business  of  a  chemist  at  Hull,  having 
started,  ho  states,  with  100/.  capital,  and  realising  from  the  sale 
of  the  business  a  sum  which,  after  payment  of  debts,  left  a 
balance  of  1.250/.  He  ascribes  his  failure  to  becoming  liable 
for  the  debts  of  two  of  his  sons,  who  were  unfortunate  in 
certain  building  operations  at  Leeds  and  Sheffield. 

Re  Joseph  Allan  Fowlie  Whyte,  81  High  Street,  Fraser- 
burgh, Chemist  and  Druggist.— In  the  Peterhead  Sheriff  Court 
on  April  6,  this  debtor  was  examined  under  a  petition  for 
cessio.  Mr.  Whyto  stated  that  he  started  business  on  his  own 
account  in  Broad  Street,  Fraserburgh,  nineteen  years  ago. 
He  had  then  150/.  belonging  to  himself,  and  he  got  20/.  from 
his  wife.  He  did  well  in  Broad  Street,  but  he  had  to  remove 
to  48  High  Street.  He  also  did  well  for  some  time  at  the 
last-mentioned  place,  but  a  competitor  offered  9/.  more  for 
the  rent  of  the  shop,  and  witness  was  turned  out  of  it.  For  a 
year  after  that  he  was  engaged  in  the  confectionery  business. 
He  then  got  a  shop  at  72  High  Street,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  81  High  Street, 
where  he  had  carried  on  business  as  a  chemist  for  the  past  six 
years.  For  the  last  two  years  his  business  had  not  been  very 
successful.  He  had  some  book-debts,  but  he  would  not  put 
anything  upon  them.  The  statement  of  affairs  showed  assets  to 
be  95/.  and  liabilities  152/.  Mr.  S.  McDonald,  solicitor, 
Fraserburgh,  was  appointed  trustee.  [Mr.  Whyte  has  since 
cued.] 

Re  George  Augustus  Deans,  trading  as  G.  A.  Deans  &  Co., 
Cape  Town,  Maitland,  and  Ferndale,  Chemist— The  joint 
trustees  of  this  estate  (Messrs.  H.  J.  Kinley  and  H.  Evans) 
presented  their  report  at  the  third  meeting  of  creditors,  held 
at  Cape  Town  on  March  9.  The  report  stated  that  liabilities 
were  given  at  2.000/.  2s.  5c7.,  and  estimated  assets  1,372/.  6s  2cZ 
One  offer  received  was  that  of  the  bondholder,  who  is  willing 
to  take  the  whole  as  a  going  concern,  in  full  settlement  of  his 
claim,  amounting  to  550/.  A  second  offer  of  350/.  for  one  of 
the  businesses  was  under  consideration.  As  the  businesses  are 
not  being  carried  on  at  a  profit,  the  trustees  are  advertising 
the  same  for  sale,  but  in  the  event  of  no  satisfactory  offers 
being  received,  the  trustees  would  recommend  that  the  dis- 
posal of  the  same  be  left  to  their  discretion  ;  the  trustees  being 
anxious  in  the  present  bad  state  of  things  to  avoid  a  sale  by 
public  auction  if  possible.  Debtor  started  business  in  Mait- 
land in  1901,  and  after  about  three  months  opened  another 
business  in  Burg  Street,  with  a  partner,  under  the  stylo  of 
"Righthouse  &  Deans."  The  firm  subsequently  acquired 
another  business  in  Long  Street.  The  Burg  Street  business 
did  not  pay,  and  was  closed  up,  after  which  the  partnership 
was  dissolved.  Another  partnership  was  entered  into,  but 
that  also  was  unsuccessful.— It  was  resolved  that  the  report 
and  recommendation  contained  therein  be  adopted,  and  that 
the  further  administration  of  the  estate  bo  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  trustees. 

Re  Percival  W.  C.  Trick,  Salisbury  House.  London  Wall, 
E.G.,  Chemist  and  Druggist— On  Tuesday  this  debtor 
attended  before  Mr.  Registrar  Linklater,  at  the  London 
Bankruptcy  Court,  for  public  examination,  upon  accounts 
showing  debts  3,413/.  18s  8(7.,  against  assets  296/.  5s.  Ques- 
tioned by  Mr.  E.  S.  Grey,  Official  Receiver,  the  debtor  said  he 
was  a  qualified  chemist  and  druggist.  Having  acted  as 
manager  of  a  business,  he,  in  June  1901,  took  premises  at 
London  Wall  and  carried  on  business  with  moneys  advanced 
by  his  mother,  now  a  creditor  for  2,669/.  The  rent  was  435/. 
per  annum,  and  the  profits  were  never  sufficient  to  cover  the 
expenses,  to  which  fact,  combined  with  trade  depression,  he 
ascribed  his  failure.  Throughout  his  trading  had  been 
carried  on  at  a  loss,  and  the  money  borrowed  from  his  mother 


had  really  provided  him  with  the  means  of  living.  He  spent 
700/.  in  fitting  up  the  shop,  and  took  a  four-years'  tenancy. 
Salisbury  House  was  then  a  new  building,  and  contained  a 
large  number  of  offices.  Witness  accordingly  anticipated 
doing  a  large  business  with  the  clerks  employed  in  the  build- 
ing, but  the  offices  let  very  slowly,  and  the  custom  did  not 
come  in  fast  enough  to  admit  of  any  profit.  The  depression 
i'i  S'ock  Exchange  business  had  also  affected  the  trading. — 
The  examination  was  concluded. 


1Rcw  Companies  anb  Company  IRcws. 

Alexander  Hole,  Junior,  &  Co.,  Ltd.— Registered  in  Edin- 
burgh. Capital  50.000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire 
the  business  carried  on  under  the  name  of  Alexander  Hope, 
Junior,  &  Co.,  at  Anchor  Chemical-works,  Garngad  Road. 
Provanmill,  Glasgow,  and  elsewhere,  and  to  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  manufacturing  and  analytical  chemists,  dealers  in 
chemical  and  other  substances,  etc.  Mr.  W.  G.  Johnston, 
105  Garngad  Road,  Glasgow,  manufacturing  chemist,  is  the 
first  director. 

Stanger's  Treatment  for  Gout  and  Rheumatism,  Ltd. — 
Capital  100/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business 
of  bath-proprietors,  etc.  The  first  subscribers  are  :  Lieut. 
C.  B.  Gosset,  5  Egcrton  Gardens,  S.W.,  Indian  Army; 
Captain  F.  J.  Gosset,  Cavalry  Club,  Piccadilly,  W.,  Royal 
Berkshire  Regiment  ;  G.  Jones,  25  Wathen  Road,  Leamington 
Spa,  masseur;  F.  J.  Cope,  Hazelmcre,  Upper  Walthamstow, 
stationer;  W.  Curtis,  54  York  Terrace,  Regent's  Park,  N.W., 
engineer;  W.  Rampling,  9  Longley  Street,  Bermondsey,  S.E., 
stationer;  and  F.  Nursey,  264  St.  Paul's  Road,  Highbury, 
stenographer. 


Parke's  Drug-stores,  Ltd..  announce  the  payment  of  the 
dividend  for  the  half-year  ending  March  31  on  the  preference 
shares  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  less  income-tax. 

J.  &  J.  Yardley  &  Co.,  Ltd. — As  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  has 
appointed  receivers  and  managers  of  this  concern,  it  is  well  to 
note  that  it  is  in  no  way  connected  with  Messrs.  Yardley  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  perfumers  and  soapmakers,  Carpenter's  Road,  Strat- 
ford, London,  E. 

Spratt's  Patent,  Ltd. — Owing  to  the  decease  of  Mr.  Beet- 
ham  Batchelor,  chairman  of  the  company,  Mr.  Robert  Baelz 
(a  director)  has  been  appointed  chairman,  and  resigns  the 
chairmanship  of  Spratt's  Patent  (America),  Ltd.,  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Stephen  Wingrove,  director  and  manager  of  Spratt's, 
Patent,  Ltd.  There  is  no  present  intention  of  appointing  a 
new  director. 

Singleton  &  Cole,  Ltd. — The  report  for  the  year  ended 
January  27  states  that  the  net  profits  for  the  year,  after 
making  payment  of  interest  on  debentures  and  provision  for 
bad  and  doubtful  debts,  discounts,  and  depreciation,  amount 
to  7,878/.  This,  added  to  the  balance  brought  forward  from 
last  year,  makes  a  total  of  12,417/.  An  interim  dividend  at  the 
rate  of  5  per  cent  per  annum  for  the  first  six  months  was  paid 
in  September  last,  and  the  directors  now  recommend  a  divi- 
dend for  the  second  six  months  at  the  rate  of  7  per  cent,  per 
annum,  leaving  a  balance  of  5,217/.  to  be  carried  forward. 


H>ceos  of  Hrranoemcnt. 


Porter,  Walton,  4  Queen  Street,  Ulverston,  Pharmaeeutiea 
Chemist.  Trustee,  Attain  Porter,  Brookland  House, 
Whitehaven,  accountant.  Dated  April  6;  filed  April  9. 
Liabilities  unsecured,  3,126/.  7s.  3'/.  ;  estimated  net  assets, 
1,000/.  The  following  arc  scheduled  as  creditors:  Hough- 
ton's, Ltd.,  London  (11/.)  ;  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  London 
(31/.) ;  Singleton  &  Cole,  Birmingham  (10/.)  ;  Evans  Sons 
Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd..  Liverpool  (18/.)  ;  Kodak,  Ltd., 
Liverpool  (12/.);  W.  Allen,  Manchester  (11/.);  Boydell 
Bros.,  Manchester  (10/.)  ;  J.  Player  &  Sons,  Nottingham 
(10/.) ;  Newton,  Chambers  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Thorncliffe  (14/.)  ; 

B.  A.  Porter,  Whitehaven  (1,185/.)  ;  A.  Porter,  White- 
haven (1,270/.);  J.  Mitchell,  Whitehaven  (24/.);  Bleasdale, 
Ltd.,  York  (46/.). 

Slocock,  Arthur  Oliver,  161  Manchester  Road,  Heaton 
Chapel,  Chemist  and  Druggist.  Trustee,  Arthur  Johnson, 
54  Deansgate,  Manchester,  accountant.  Dated  April  3 ; 
filed  April  9.  Liabilities  unsecured,  676/.  3s.  2c7.  ;  esti- 
mated net  assets,  170/.  The  creditors  include  the  follow- 
ing: Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  London  (13/.);  E.  Hender- 
son. Ltd.,  London  (11/.) ;  J.  Timpson  &  Co.,  London  (13/.)  ; 

C.  Wells,  Leicester  (35/.)  ;  T.  Howard  Lloyd  &  Co.,  Leices- 
ter (26/.) ;  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  Liverpool 
(80/.);  Ayrton,  Saunders  &  Kemp,  Ltd.,  Liverpool  (34/.); 
Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co..  Manchester  (11/.) ;  J.  Quilliam 
&  Co.,  Manchester  (17/.) ;  G.  Carr  &  Co.,  Sheffield  (10/.). 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
w^ald  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted, 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  April  u. 

THE  approaching  Easter  holidays  have  interfered  with 
business  this  week  and  changes  in  values  are  few. 
Among  drugs,  the  price  of  chamomiles  has  been  advancing 
almost  daily,  owing  to  extreme  scarcity,  and  Russian  ergot 
has  been  dealt  in  largely  for  shipment.  Senega  is  a  little 
cheaper  owing  to  arrivals,  and  easier  prices  would  be 
accepted  for  slippery-elm  bark  and  bayberry.  Menthol  and 
peppermint  oil  are  firmer  with  a  fair  consuming  demand. 
In  chemicals  citric  acid  is  again  a  trifle  firmer;  tartaric  acid 
is  easy,  and  has  not  been  affected  by  the  movement  in  citric. 
Quinine  is  quite  inactive,  and  bromides  are  unaltered. 
Quicksilver  is  steady,  but  quiet.  The  following  table  gives 
the  principal  alterations  of  the  week  : 


Higher 


Antimony 
Chamomiles 
Cream  of  tartar 
Soda  nitrate 


Firmer 


Citric  acid 
Coconut  oil 
Cod-liver  oil 
Menthol 
Oxalic  acid 
Peppermint  oil 


Easier 


Bayberry 

Pepper 

Pimento 

Quinine  (sec-hands) 
Senega 

Slippery-elm  bark 


Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  April  11  : — Refined  camphor  is  firm  at  880m. 
per  100  kilos.,  and  menthol  at  18|m.  per  kilo.  Antimony  is 
advancing. 

Bergen,  April  10,  9.20  p.m.  : — The  total  catch  of  cod  for 
the  whole  of  Norway  since  the  beginning  of  the  season 
amounts  to  33,300.000,  against  28,900,000  for  the  corre- 
sponding week  of  last  year.  The  yield  of  oil  is  now 
26,938  barrels,  against  21,326  barrels  in  the  same  week  of 
1905.  The  market  has  a  rising  tendency,  and  the  lowest 
price  now  quoted  on  the  Bergen  market  for  finest  new  non- 
congealing  Lofoten  oil  is  59s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

A  fairly  good  and  steady  all-round  demand  for  both  n.ain 
and  miscellaneous  products  is  being  experienced  in  the  heavy- 
chemical  market,  while  values  remain  on  the  whole  firm  and 
without  fluctuations  of  moment.  Export  business  is  heavier, 
and  towards  the  end  of  the  month  is  likely  to  show  an  appre- 
ciable increase. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  rather  quiet,  and  although  nomin- 
ally unchanged  from  recent  figures,  its  position  is  somewhat 
uncertain. 

Green  Copperas  is  in  good  general  request  and  steady  in 
value.  Best  Lancashire  makes  37s.  6d.  to  40s.  per  ton,  f.o.b. 
Liverpool ;  Welsh  lis.  to  12s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails,  in  bulk. 

Magnesium  Salts  are  steady  at  unchanged  rates,  and  in 
fairly  good  request.  Sulphate  (Epsoms)  60s.  to  62s.  6d.  per 
ton,  chloride  62s.  bd.  to  67s.  bd.  per  ton,  and  carbonate  37s.  bd. 
to  40s.  per  cwt. 

Zinc  Salts  continue  on  the  firm  side,  and  are  a  shade  higher. 
Sulphate  crystals  7/.  5s.  to  7?.  10s.  per  ton ;  chloride,  100°  Tw. 
solution,  11.  5s.  to  11.  10s. 

Lead  Compounds  are  in  fair  request,  and  steady  at  late 
advanced  figures.  White  acetate  26?.  10s.,  brown  acetate  22/., 
nitrate  27?.  per  ton,  Glasgow — all  less  2£  per  cent. 

Sulphocyanides  are  without  improvement  either  in  demand 
or  value.  Potassium,  Id.  to  ls4d.  per  lb. ;  ammonium,  95  per 
cent.,  b^d.  to  6|c?.  ;  barium,  95  per  cent.,  Z$d.  to  3^(7. 

Recovered  Sulphur  continues  on  the  scarce  side,  and  is 
firmly  maintained  at  5?.  10s.  to  51.  15s.  per  ton. 


The  Quait;r's  Foreign  Trade. 

The  Board  of  Trade  returns  for  March  show  that  our 
foreign  commerce  continues  to  expand  in  a  most  satisfactory 
VoQvnn£w  The. imports  reached  53,270,000?.,  an  increase  of 

'  ■  wliilo  the  exports  rose  to  31,651,000?.,  a  gain  of 
6.580,000?.  With  the  figures  now  published  the  results  for  the 
first  quarter  of  the  current  year  arc  available,  and  these  show 
to^l  \S? Tc-asc  of  14'674-80^-  in  imports  and  an  advance  of 
lt.Ubt.45dl.  in  exports.  Our  purchases  of  raw  materials  for 
manufacturing-purposes  show  a  substantial  increase  both  for 
the  month  and  the  quarter  ended  March.  Out  of  the  total 
increase  of  4,287,000?.  in  March  3,755,000?.  came  under  this 
„h™'™le  for  the  three  months  raw  materials  accounted  for 
9.596,000?.  of  the  increase  of  14,674,800?.  Among  exports 
'"'l""^n,tU-CCLg00,ds  ar?  represented  by  an  increase  of 
d,  (17,0001.  in  March,  while  for  the  quarter  manufactures  ac- 
counted for  10  827,000?.  Both  imports  and  exports  of  chemicals 
during  March  were  less,  by  44,487?.  and  22,241/.  respectively 
n/,UL?,n  0  three  months  w<3  have  increases  of  31,616?.  and 
94,466?.  respectively.  There  were  increases  last  month  in  the  im- 
p?  sm!  bloaching-powder  (568  cwt.),  boracite,  borate  of  lime 
etc.  (24  264  cwt,),  brimstone  (3,439  cwt.),  coal-products  not 
dyes  (742  cwt.),  cream  of  tartar  (87  cwt),  and  muriate  of 
ammonia  (490  cwt.)  ;  and  among  the  articles  showing  a  decline 
were  glycerin  (3,417  cwt.),  saltpetre  (1,026  cwt.),  soda  com- 
pounds (12,303  cwt)  sulphuric  acid  (11,560  cwt.).  tartaric  acid 
(526  cwt.),  and  "all  other  kinds"  35,246?.  An  important  in- 
crease last  month  under  the  head  of  "drugs"  is  one  of 
212  108  oz  (6,440?.)  in  the  imports  of  "quinine  and  quinine 
V  i.  , ,   ,    ■      ,e,xPorts  of  similar  goods   declared  as 

British  during  March  rose  from  30,920  oz.  to  84,615  oz 
and  tor  the  three  months  the  total  amounts  to  238,991  oz.  a 
gain  ot  124,705  oz.  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of  1905 
Hne™Tme£*ted  ,medrlcines  were  exported  to  the  value  of 
130,003?.,  the  values  for  the  quarter  being  390,144?.  or  31  658? 
more  than  last  year. 


Acid,  Citric,  is  again  firmer,  the  makers  having  sold  at 
Is.  Id.  for  English,  and  for  foreign  Is.  5±d.  has  been  paid 
and  refused,  Is.  6d.  being  quoted. 

Acid,  Oxalic,  is  id.  dearer  at  3£t7.  to  3^7.  per  lb.  net. 

Acid,  Tartaric,  is  unaltered  at  ll\d.  to  ll±d.  for  English 
on  the  spot,  and  lOfflf.  for  foreign. 

Antimony  is  at  a  famine  price,  the  market  for  Japanese 
crude  having  advanced  a  further  61.  per  ton  to  62?.  10s., 
spot,  after  60?.  had  been  paid.  For  forward  shipment  busi- 
ness has  been  done  at  52?.  10.?.,  but  557.,  c.i.f.,  was  subse- 
quently quoted.    Regulus  has  advanced  to  907.  to  957. 

Bromides.— The  position  is  unaltered.  On  the  spot 
American  make  of  guaranteed  B.P.  quality  can  be  had  at 
lid.  per  lb.  net.  Cheap  offers  for  April-May  shipment 
appear  to  have  been  withdrawn,  and  the  lowest  price  quoted 
is  10^f7.,  c.i.f.,  from  second  hands. 

Calabar  Beans. — In  Liverpool  eighteen  bags  Grand 
Bassa,  ex  quay  and  in  store,  sold  part  at  2d.  per  lb. 

Camphor  is  firm  but  quiet,  with  small  sales  of  Japanese 
refined  tablets  at  4s.  spot  for  small  sizes. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Although  the  higher  rate  of  export- 
duty  came  into  force  on  April  1,  tops  are  still  obtainable  at 
4.s.  and  sittings  at  3s.  9d.,  as  fair  quantities  were  shipped 
to  London  in  anticipation  of  the  duty. 

Chamomiles  are  advancing  daily,  business  having  been 
done  on  the  spot  at  from  115s.  to  120s.  for  new,  and  at  from 
97s.  to  100s.  for  old  flowers. 

Cinchona. — The  bark  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam 
on  May  3  will  consist  of  5,954  packages  Ledgeriana  and 
hybrid  ;  also  291  cases  and  886  packages  Succirubra,  and 
14  packages  South  American  bark,  making  a  total  of  7,145 
packages.  There  will  also  be  offered  61  bales  Java  coca- 
leaves,  also  five  cases  of  Ceylon.  The  stock  of  bark  in 
Amsterdam  in  first -hands  on  April  10  amounted  to  5,153 
packages  Government  and  13,612  packages  private  bark, 
these  figures  including  the  quantity  to  be  offered  at  auction. 
The  tone  of  the  Amsterdam  bark-market  is  somewhat 
firmer. 

Cloves. — At  auction  Penang  in  cases  were  bought  in  at 
Is.  4r7.  for  fine  bright,  and  Is.  Ic7.  for  good.  Small  Ceylon 
in  cases  sold  at  6^(7. ;  fair,  7j(7. ;  good,  85c?.  to  8|t7. ;  and 
fine,  9(7.  to  9gf7.  A  small  business  has  been  done  for  de- 
livery, including  700  bales  for  March-May  at  6^d.  to  6-fgd., 
but  the  market  closes  quiet  to-day  at  6^(7.,  sellers  of  Zanzibar. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  firmer  at  267.  spot  for  guaranteed 
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Cream  of  Tartar  is  firmer  at  78s.  6(7.  per  ewt.  for  98-per- 
cent, and  75s.  for  95-per-cent.  powder. 

Ergot. — Most  of  the  cheap  offers  from  Russia  now  appear 
to  be  "bluff,"  as  in  several  instances  when  offers  have  been 
wired  out  the  seller  has  raised  his  limit.  A  large  c.i.f.  busi- 
ness has  been  clone,  however,  at  from  10Jk7.  per  lb.,  and 
upwards,  but  now  Is.  1^(7.  net,  c.i.f.,  appears  to  be  the 
lowest.  On  the  spot  Is.  2(7.  to  Is.  3d.  has  been  paid  for 
Russian,  and  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  8d.  for  Spanish. 

Ginger. — At  auction  small  native  cut  Cochin  was  bought 
in  at  45s.,  and  limed  Japan  at  25s.  ;  a  few  Jamaica  sold  at 
62s.  to  69s.  for  fair  to  good  washed,  and  60s.  for  common. 
Privately  a  fair  business  has  been  done  in  small  and  medium 
native  cut  at  45s.  Japan  for  April-June  shipment  has  been 
sold  at  23s.  6(7.,  c.i.f.,  and  in  Liverpool  113  bags  Sierra 
Leone  sold  at  27s.  6d.  per  cwt.  in  transit. 

Gum  Arabic. — A  good  business  has  been  done  in  Soudan 
gums  at  firmer  prices,  and  fair  half-hard  sorts  are  now 
fully  worth  25s.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — In  Liverpool  the  sales  include  Jamaica  at 
22s.  6d.  and  Pile  I.  Chilian  at  25s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Lime-juice. — Good  raw  Jamaica  is  quoted  Is.  3d.  per  gal. 

Lycopodium  is  now  thought  to  be  at  its  lowest,  being 
quoted  Is.  10^(7.  per  lb.  net. 

Menthol. — Firm.  At  the  close  of  last  week  some  fifty 
cases  of  outside  brands,  including  Suzuki  and  Yazawa,  sold 
at  from  8s.  4i(7.  to  8s.  6d.  spot,  but  sellers  now  ask  8s.  7^(7 . 
spot,  and  for  Kobayashi  8s.  9c/.  is  quoted,  at  which  small 
sales  have  been  made,  while  for  arrival  8s.  9(7.,  c.i.f.,  has 
also  been  paid. 

Morphine. — Makers  report  a  fair  demand  at  the  lately 
reduced  prices. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
April  7  that  there  is  little  to  report  about  the  fishing  for 
the  week  ending  that  day,  as  the  weather  throughout  has 
been  stormy,  and  fishing  in  the  Lofoten  districts  has  been 
rendered  impossible.  The  storms  were  so  violent  that 
several  sailing-ships  went  ashore  even  in  the  harbours.  In 
these  circumstances  many  of  the  fishermen  have  settled 
their  accounts,  in  order  to  leave  by  the  first  opportunity. 
Still,  in  the  most  western  places  it  is  expected  that  some 
fishing  will  be  carried  on  even  after  Easter.  Fishing  at 
Sondmore  has  been  very  poor  throughout  the  week,  and  in 
Finmarken  the  weather  has  been  very  bad.  Fishing  at  the 
latter  centre  has,  however,  barely  opened,  and  only  few 
fishermen  have  arrived.  The  market  for  cod-liver  oil  is 
very  firm,  and  prices  have  advanced  2s.  per  barrel  during 
the  week.  This  rise  is  caused  more  by  want  of  oil  for 
immediate  shipment,  and  quotations  for  shipment  must  still 
be  maintained  at  58s.,  f.o.b.  In  London  the  higher  range  of 
prices  now  asked  by  agents  and  the  proximity  of  the  holidays 
have  checked  business.  Sales  of  finest  new  have  been  made  at 
63s.,  c.i.f.,  but  the  range  of  quotations  is  from  66s.  to 
67s.  6d.  nominal,  according  to  brand,  and  there  are  second- 
hand sellers  at  several  shillings  less. 

Oil,  Olive. — A  firm  tone  characterises  the  Italian  olive- 
oil  market.  This,  however,  is  due  less  to  an  active  demand 
from  abroad  than  to  a  persistent  home  inquiry  which  quickly 
absorbs  all  arrivals  and  prevents  prices  from  declining. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Firmer  for  Japanese  dementholised, 
fair  sales  of  which  were  made  at  the  close  of  last  week  at 
4s.  5d.  to  4s.  6d.  spot  for  outside  brands,  but  holders  now 
ask  4s.  7-J,(7.,  Kobayashi  brand  being  quoted  4s.  9d.  spot, 
and  paid;  while  for  shipment  4s.  Qd.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 
Advices  in  regard  to  American  oil  continue  very  strong,  and 
higher  prices  are  expected  for  tin  oil,  good  brands  of  which 
are  quoted  lis.  to  lis.  3(7.  spot,  and  for  shipment  lis.  6d., 
c.i.f.  A  cable  to  hand  on  Monday  confirms  the  damage  to 
the  plants  and  reports  large  buying  in  the  West. 

Opium. — Quiet,  with  small  sales  of  manufacturing  kinds 
at  full  values.  Persian  is  unchanged  at  from  17s.  6d.  to  18s. 
per  lb. 

Smyrna,  March  30. — The  sales  this  week  amount  to  34  cases 
as  follows :  Six  cases  current  t.q.  selected  and  14  cases  Kara- 
hissar  t.q.  for  U.S.A.,  five  cases  extra  t.q.  for  England,  four 
cases  common  current  t.q.  for  France,  and  four  cases  extra 
Karahissar  for  France.  It  is  difficult  to  obtain  rich  qualities, 
but  lower  qualities,  on  the  contrary,  are  easy  to  procure,  and 
sellers  anxious  to  make  progress.  Buyers,  however,  gener- 
ally turn  their  attention  to  stuff  of  11£  per  cent,  to  12  per  cent., 


and  owing  to  exhausted  stock  of  these  rich  grades  much 
business  has  been  lost.  The  general  impression  is  that  prices, 
viz.  7s.  4(7.  to  8s.  for  rich  grades,  will  be  well  maintained, 
although  poorer  stuff  may  bo  offering  freely  at  even  a  shilling 
cheaper. 

Smyrna,  March  31.-  The  sales  during  the  past  fortnight 
amount  to  36  cases  current  t.q.  at  the  parity  of  bs.bd.,  18  cases 
Karahissar  t.q.  at  6s.  2d.,  and  nine  cases  choice  Karahissar  at 
7.s.  5(7.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  European  ports.  The  market  closes  firm 
for  good  qualities  with  few  sellers,  while  for  current  and 
ordinary  grades  slight  concessions  would  have  to  be  made  in 
order  to  realise.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna^  amount  to  1,481 
cases,  against  4,437  cases  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
year,  and  during  the  month  of  March  143  cases  were  sold. 
Apart  from  the  above  transactions  an  important  order  for 
"  Chikinti,"  containing  a  minimum  of  9  per  cent,  morphine, 
was  received  from  the  Far  East,  but  it  could  not  bo  executed, 
as  there  were  only  six  cases  of  this  description  for  sale.  As 
regards  the  growing  crop,  information  from  the  growing 
districts  is  to  the  effect  that  the  weather  is  very  favourable  at 
the  moment. 

A  monthly  report,  dated  from  Smyrna,  March  31, 
states  that  the  sales  amount  to  120  cases,  50  of  which  have 
been  taken  for  the  U.S.A.  and  the  balance  for  England  and 
the  Continent.  The  weather  continued  favourable  throughout 
the  month,  but  some  reports  from  one  or  two  districts  do  not 
give  a  very  glowing  account  of  their  plantations.  It  must 
also  be  borne  in  mind  that  we  have  at  least  ten  weeks  before 
us  before  the  crop  arrives  at  maturity,  and  during  this  period 
much  may  happen  to  lessen  this  year's  outturn.  Market  closes 
firm  for  all  extra  and  selected  material,  but  for  lower  grades 
sellers  would  be  willing  to  make  concessions.  The  arrivals  in 
Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  1,481  cases,  against  4,420  at  same 
period  last  year,  and  in  Constantinople  to  1,387,  against  2,754 
in  1905.  The  stock  in  first  and  second  hands  is  2,328  cases, 
against  3,996  last  year,  and  in  Constantinople  380,  against 

I,  148  cases. 

Pepper. — At  auction  Singapore  was  bought  in  at  5|(7.  for . 
greyish ;  fine  Ceylon  sold  at  5§(7.  to  5§(7.  Privately  prices 
are  easier  to  arrive  at  5g(7.  for  Singapore  for  March-May 
shipment.  White  Singapore  partly  sold  at  7g(7.  for  fair, 
and  to  arrive  March- April  has  been  sold  in  quantity  at  Id., 
c.i.f.,  and  April-June  at  7-^(7.  to  7(7. 

Pimento  easier  at  auction,  fair  partly  selling  at  2-^d.  to 
2fd. 

Quicksilver. — Quiet  but  steady   at   from  77.    4s.  to 

II.  5s.  per  bottle. 

The  imports  during  March  amounted  to  5,586  bottles, 
against  10,288.  15.234,  and  10,916  bottles  at  the  corresponding 
periods  of  1905-4-3,  and  the  imports  for  the  quarter  now 
amount  to  5.691  bottles,  against  15,320,  16.085,  and  20.918 
bottles  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  1905-4-3 ;  exports 
during  March  were  789.  against  1.320,  and  for  the  quarter  tho 
exports  amount  to  8,376  bottles,  against  6.571  bottles  in  1905. 
The  average  price  during  March  was  11.  5s.  6(7.,  against 
11.  12s.  6(7. 

Quinine. — The  firmer  tone  noted  last  week  has  not  been 
maintained,  inasmuch  as  there  are  now  sellers  in  second- 
hands  at  8|(7.  for  good  German  sulphate.  Business  has, 
however,  been  extremely  small. 

Sarsaparilla. — A  few  bales  of  grey  Jamaica  are  still  ob- 
tainable at  2.s.  6(7.  per  lb.,  Guatemala  at  Is.  2d.,  and  Vera 
Cruz  on  the  spot  at  5§(7.  net. 

The  exports  from  Honduras  from  July  1904  to  July  1905 
amounted  in  value  to  2,6657.,  against  3,2747.  for  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  1903-04. 

Senega. — Small  sales  have  been  made  at  2s.  6(7.  net,  but 
2s.  5(7.  will  now  buy. 

Shellac. — The  spot  demand  has  been  quiet  at  from  185s. 
to  188s.  for  ordinary  to  fine  TN ;  the  values  of  good  and 
fine  orange  descriptions  ranging  from  207s.  6(7.  to  217s.  6(7. 
A.C.  Garnet  is  quoted  177s.  6d.,  spot,  and  G.A.L.  167s.  6(7. 
to  170s.,  spot.  Futures  have  been  inactive;  May  delivery 
being  quoted  sellers  at  190s.  and  buyers  at  188s. 

Slippery  Elm  has  been  weaker  of  late  owing  to  lack  of 
demand  :  4(7.  net  would  readily  buy  in  quantity,  and  for 
selected  in  5-lb.  bundles  9(7.  is  wanted. 

Soda  Nitrate  has  advanced  a  further  3(7.  per  cwt..  to 
lis.  9(7.  for  refined  and  lis.  3(7.  for  ordinary. 

Turmeric— Small  sales  of  good  bright  Madras  finger 
have  been  made  at  25s.,  and  ordinary  split  Cochin  bulbs  at 
7s.  6(7.    Bengal  is  steady  at  14s.  6(7..  all  spot. 

Wax,  Japan.— Steady  on  the  spot  at  57s.  6(7.  for  good 
squares,  and  for  arrival  small  sales  have  been  made  at 
52s.  9(7.,  c.i.f. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.-Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.     All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
Publication  of  letters  does  not  imply  our  agreement  with  the 
arguments  or  approval  of  the  statements  therein.    If  queries 
are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.    We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can  only 
answer  on  subjects  presumably  of  interest  to  our  readers 
generally.    Letters  received  after  the  early  posts  on  Wednes- 
day cannot  as  a  rule  be  dealt  with  in  the  current  week's  issue. 
BUSINESS  INFORMATION. — We  have  very  full  records  of 
the  makers  or  agents  for  articles  and  products  connected 
with  the  chemical  and  drug  trades,  and  supply  information 
respecting  them  by  post  to  inquirers.     Inquiries  regarding 
any  articles  which  cannot  be  traced  in  this  manner  are  in- 
serted under  "  Information  Wanted." 


A  Bad  Borrower. 
Sir, — As  we  hear  that  a  gentleman  is  borrowing  money 
from  our  friends  on  the  ground  of  an  alleged  contract  with 
us,  we  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers  who 
may  be  approached  in  this  way  will  refuse  to  lend  money  or 
cash  cheques,  and  also  communicate  with  us  immediately. 
Yours  faithfully, 

Howards  &  Sons,  Ltd. 
Stratford,  near  London,  E.,  April  10. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Eppers. 
Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers  who  have 
had  a  similar  experience  to  the  following  would  communi- 
cate with  me.  Mr.  C.  C.  Eppers,  who  represents  the  Auto- 
matic Powder  Folding  Co.,  Ltd.,  whose  address  is  at 
74  Tranquil  Vale,  Blackheath,  S.E.,  induced  one  of  our 
members  to  cash  a  cheque  which  has  turned  out  to  be  worth- 
less. Our  member  is  unable  to  hear  of  Mr.  Eppers'  present 
whereabouts,  and  a  representative  of  the  Chemists'  Defence 
Association,  who  visited  74  Tranquil  Vale  on  April  10, 
found  the  place  closed,  and  was  informed  by  neighbours 
that  Mr.  Eppers  had  gone  away. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  Johnston, 
Secretary  Chemists'  Defence  Association. 
184  Temple  Chambers,  E.G. 

P.M.V.  and  Drug-stores  Association. 
Sir, — As  a  supplement  to  your  abridged  report  of  our 

meeting  at  Manchester  last  week  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will 

publish  the  following  : 

The  meeting  was  entirely  private.  I  was  unaware  of  the 
reporter's  presence  until  my  attention  was  drawn  to  the  fact. 
Councillor  M.  Whittaker,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  business, 
moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Association  be  tendered  to 
Mr.  Lcggett  for  his  past  services.  This  was  seconded  by 
Mr.  Machin  Chambers  (Bolton)  and  supported  by  the  Presi- 
dent, who  said  that  he  deeply  regretted  the  past  friction. 
No  one  had  had  a  better  opportunity  of  knowing  the  vast 
amount  of  work  Mr.  Lcggett  had  done  in  the  past  than  he 
had  ;  whether  that  work  was  in  the  right  or  wrong  direction 
he  was  not  prepared  to  say.  The  resolution  was  unani- 
mously carried.  The  President  suggested  that  Mr.  Leggctt 
be  enrolled  as  an  honorary  member,  which  was  agreed  to. 
The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman  concluded  the 
meeting. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Leeds,  April  10.  W.  Huntrods. 

Amending  Lord  Crewe's  Bill. 
Sir, — The  acknowledgment  on  the  part  of  Lord  Crewe, 
of  the  injustice  of  companies  using  chemists'  titles,  is  a 
distinct  gain,  but  we  must  have  much  more  than  this  before 
chemists  can  support  this  Bill.  If  it  is  forced  through  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  in  the  face  of  emphatic  pretest  from 
the  pharmaceutical  world,  there  will  be  no  abatement  of  the 
fight.  Companies'  men  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
fight  has  gone  on  for  ten  years,  but  they  may  be  quite  sure 
it  will  go  on  for  ten  years  more,  unless  chemists  can  now 
get  some  measure  of  justice.    This  is  a  fact  which  Lord 


Halsbury  recognises,  and  it  must  be  brought  home  to  the 
Government.  If  the  Government,  however,  is  willing  to 
look  at  the  whole  case  more  from  a  chemist's  point  of  view, 
and  less  from  the  companies',  there  are  elements  in  this 
Bill  which  might  be  made  the  framework  of  a  measure  that 
might  bring  lasting  peace.  For  instance,  the  concession  on 
the  titles  point  might  be  amplified.  Seven  years  is  too  long 
a  period  to  allow  companies  to  give  up  that  which  the 
Government  acknowledges  does  not,  in  justice,  belong  to 
them.  The  period  ought  to  be  reduced  to  three  or  five 
years,  and  meantime  companies  formed  after  April  1.  1906. 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  use  these  titles,  nor  ought  old 
companies  to  be  allowed  to  use  them  in  the  case  of  new 
branches  opened  after  that  date.  The  spread  of  an  acknow- 
ledged injustice  ought  to  be  stopped  at  once,  and  itself 
eliminated  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  In  short,  it  ought 
to  be  isolated,  and  dealt  with  just  as  we  deal  with  an  out- 
break of  small-pox.  Then  I,  like  "  Xrayser."  have  always 
placed  the  utmost  importance  on  the  qualified-director  point. 
On  this  point  we  ought  to  be  absolutely  firm.  Unless  these 
companies  are  controlled  from  top  to  bottom  by  qualified 
men  there  will  not  be  peace.  In  the  interests  of  public 
health  and  qualified  men  alike,  this  is  absolutely  necessary. 
Three  years  might  be  allowed  for  existing  companies  to 
adapt  themselves  to  the  director  clause.  There  are,  of 
course,  a  few  men  of  the  Black  Michael  type  who  oppose 
this,  but  in  the  House  of  Commons  I  believe  we  shall  find  a 
majority  in  favour  of  it,  and  we  must  appeal  to  that 
majority.  We  must  not,  after  a  ten-years'  war,  after 
securing  a  large  number  of  supporters  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  after  securing  the  sympathy  of  the  people 
generally,  lay  down  our  arms  on  any  terms.  The  terms 
must  be  just  and  reasonable.  Again,  something  ought  to 
be  done  in  the  direction  of  confining  dispensing  to  the  hands 
of  qualified  men.  At  present,  I  believe,  over  50  per  cent, 
of  the  dispensing  in  this  country  is  done,  not  only  by  un- 
qualified people,  but  by  people  who  have  practically  no 
knowledge  of  drugs.  This  is  the  soil  which  has  been  so 
fertile  in  accidents,  some  of  which  have  come  to  light,  but 
many  of  which  are  never  found  out.  This  is  an  almost 
incredible  state  of  matters,  and  ought  not  to  be  tolerated 
in  any  civilised  country.  The  section  dealing  with  agricul- 
tural poisons  might  also  be  modified.  As  a  whole  it  con- 
stitutes retrograde  legislation  of  a  most  pernicious  kind, 
and  has  been  introduced  against  the  direct  protest  of  the 
Coroners'  Society,  medical  societies,  and  every  body  of  men 
which  has  expert  knowledge  on  the  subject.  There  is  no 
real  necessity  for  it.  It  may  lead  to  a  more  extensive  use 
of  poisonous  preparations  (which  is  what  the  promoters  have 
in  view),  it  will  inevitably  lead  to  more  careless  handling 
of  them,  to  the  great  danger  of  many  who  have  nothing  to 
do  with  these  transactions,  but  it  will  not  cheapen  them. 
This  section  of  the  Bill  is  one  in  which  the  people  generally 
are  more  interested  than  chemists  are,  and  were  it  not  for 
our  duty  to  the  people  we  might  well  let  it  pass.  In  the 
interests  of  public  safety,  the  whole  power  of  licensing 
unqualified  dealers  ought  not  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
local  authorities.  Some  limit  ought  to  be  put  in  the  Bill. 
It  might  do  if  we  said  no  unqualified  dealer  must  be  licensed 
in  any  town  or  village  in  which  there  are  three  or  more 
chemists'  shops  open.  This  would  at  least  confine  unquali- 
fied dealing  in  poisons  to  the  rural  districts,  where  the 
danger  would  not  be  quite  so  great  as  it  would  be  in  con- 
gested and  busy  centres.  Should  this  Bill  become  law,  with 
modifications  somewhat  on  the  above  lines,  I  think  we 
might  enter  on  a  term  of  peace  in  pharmacy,  and  as  such  a 
Bill  would  for  ever  blast  the  aspirations  of  the  great  mul- 
titude of  unqualified  men  who  are  now  in  the  pharmaceutical 
field,  the  section  dealing  with  the  curriculum  ought,  in  my 
opinion,  to  be  pushed  through  as  it  is.  If  these  companies 
must  exist,  and  have  qualified  men,  let  them  have  good  men 
and  pay  for  them. 

Dumfries.  James  Reid. 

Window-shows. 

Sir, — An  advertisement  appeared  in  the  "Daily  Mail" 
inviting  canvassers  to  write  for  particulars  "  How  to  make 
a  fortune."  A  customer  who  employs  a  number  of  men  to 
take  out  samples,  etc.,  answered  it,  and  received  the  en- 
closed letter  in  reply.  He  brought  it  in  for  us  to  see,  thinking 
it  was  an  unfair,  underhanded  way  of  doing  business,  which 
opinion  was  strengthened  when  he  was  informed  what  wo 
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chemists  have  to  pay  for  it,  also  that  he  would  need  a  licence 
to  sell  it.  Yours  faithfully, 

Brightonian.  (13/37.) 
[The  article  referred  to  was  Lineel  liniment,  as  to  which  the 
circular  stated— 

The  sale  prices  are  Is.  Igc7.  and  2s.  9d.  per  bottle.  From 
these  prices  we  pay  canvassers  6<7.  for  the  small  bottle  and  la. 
for  the  large  bottle.    New  customers  generally  buy  the  small 
bottle  at  first.   We  will  send  you,  carriage  paid,  half-a-dozen 
small  size,  and  when  sold  you  can  remit  the  money,  3s.,  and 
get  from  us  a  fresh  supply,  according  to  your  requirements. 
The  makers  informed  a  G.  cfc  D.  representative  that  they  had 
stopped  selling  these  bottles  at  half-price  to  canvassing  agents, 
and  that  it  is,  and  always  has  been,  open  to  chemists  to  buy 
at  half-price  provided  they  give  window-shows  on  conditions 
that  may  bo  obtained  from  the  company.    "  Brightonian  " 
now  informs  us  that  the  company's  "  representative  called  a 
few  days  ago  and  stated  that  they  were  offering  it  '  to  selected 
chemists '  (not  to  all)  at  6s.  per  doz.  cash  or  7s.  cash  three 
months."] 

Linaloe  Oil. 

Sir, — I  have  read  with  considerable  interest  the  article 
on  this  subject  in  your  issue  of  last  week,  and  should  like  to 
make  the  following  comments  thereon.  First,  as  to  the  per- 
centage of  linalol,  which  the  authors  state  does  not,  in  the 
majority  of  samples  of  the  oil  imported  to-day,  exceed 
70  per  cent.  Have  they  now  devised  a  satisfactory  method 
of  accurately  determining  the  amount  of  linalol,  or  do  they 
mean  that  the  percentage  of  linalol  as  determined  by  the 
usual  acetylation  and  saponification  process  only  reaches  this 
amount,  as,  in  that  case,  the  proportion  of  linalol  actually 
present  is,  of  course,  considerably  in  excess  of  that  figure ; 
for,  as  Schimmel's  have  pointed  out  ("  Berichte,"  April  1893, 
p.  38),  part  of  the  linalol  is  decomposed  into  terpene  on 
boiling  with  acetic  anhydride,  a  "  favourable  result"  after 
two  hours'  boiling  with  the  anhydride  giving  a  deficiency 
of  15  per  cent,  of  linalol.  In  the  second  place,  as  to  ester 
content.  I  can  confirm  the  author's  remarks  re  the  high 
proportion  of  esters  now  sometimes  met  with;  some  oils 
recently  submitted  to  me,  and  guaranteed  by  the  vendors  as 
pure,  yielding  the  following  results  : 

Refractive  Ester,  as  Linalyl 

Sp.  gr.  Rotation.  Index.  Acetate. 

1  8807  -10°55'  1.4622  7.39  per  cent. 

2  8819  -12°10  1.4621  8.82 

3  8843  -12°  0'  1.4602  9.0 

4  8886  -  9°50  1.4629  8.67 

5  8894  -11°10  1.4636  6.29 

Lastly,  with  regard  to  dextrorotatory  oils,  a  sample  with 
dextrorotation  was  recently  examined  in  this  laboratory, 
having  the  characters  : 

Sp.  gr.   

Rotation   

Refractive  Index  

Ester  ... 

Solubility  in  70-per-cent.  alcohol 
But  its  odour  was  unsatisfactory,  and  it  was  therefore  not 
accepted.  Since  pure  oils  may  now  be  either  dextro  or 
lasvogyrate,  the  path  of  the  adulterator  is  certainly  made 
considerably  easier,  and  some  additional  method  of  testing 
beyond  those  ordinarily  adopted  appears  to  be  imperative, 
and  fractionation  of  the  oil,  noting  the  amount  collecting 
between  195-205°,  seems  to  meet  the  case  well. 

Yours  faithfully, 
London,  April  11.        Wm.  H.  Simmons,  B.Sc,  F.C.S. 


.8772 
+5°14' 
1.4606 

2.08  percent. 
1  in  2 


Legal  Queries. 

See  the  "C.  &  D.  Diary,  1906,''  for  much  legal  information  about 
all  trade  matters.  In  any  circumstance  not  covered  by  the 
articles  therein,  state  the  case  explicitly  with  all  particulars 
and  submit  to  the  Editor. 


H.  P.  C.  (12/67). — Extract  of  cascara  sagrada  is  regarded 
by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  as  an  entire  drug  coming 
within  the  terms  of  exemption  from  medicine  stamp-duty. 
Sugar-coated  tablets  of  this  extract  are  treated  similarly,  the 
coating  not  being  an  admixture  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Act.  The  same  applies  to  pills  if  they  contain  no  excipient. 
For  the  conditions  as  to  retailing  see  the  C.  &  D.  Diary. 

T.  C.  li.  (14/19).— Your  label  is  liable  to  duty  because  it 
describes  the  medicine  as  "valuable  for  any  disorders  of  the 
blood "  and  "  it  speedily  disperses  .  .  .  eruptions  on  the 
skin."    The  title  "Iodised  Sarsaparilla "  is  not,  in  our 


opinion,  a  sufficient  disclosure  of  the  composition  of  the  medi- 
cine to  bring  it  within  the  exemption  as  to  known,  admitted, 
and  approved  remedies.  If  you  more  fully  describo  it  or  givo 
a  reference  to  the  published  formula  it  may  be  sold  without 
stamp-duty. 

Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

S.  C.  B.  (259/18).— We  are  unable  to  state  what  is  the 
chemical  difference  between  liq.  bismuthi  (Schacht)  and  the 
B.P.  preparation,  except  that  the  former  appears  to  contain 
more  ammonium  citrate. 

H.  J.  F.  (256/27).— Anti-fat  Mixture.— Ext.  fuci  vesiculosi 
liq.  is  often  sold  for  this,  the  dose  being  1  to  2  dr.  three  times 
a  day.  As  the  efficacy  of  ext.  fuci  vesiculosi  depends  on  the 
iodide  it  contains,  the  following  mixture  is  sold  as  a  simplified 
means  of  getting  the  iodide  effect : 

Potass,  iodidi    31V. 

Spt.  amnion,  ai'om   3iv. 

Aquam  ad   3X- 

Cap.  31  j .  ex  aqua  p.c. 
Diet  directions  should  be  to  avoid  potatoes,  bread,  and 
starchy  foods,  eat  plenty  of  meat,  and  take  exercise  freely. 

W.  P.  B.  (12/3). — Poultry-tonic. — This  is  syr.  ferri  phos- 
phatis  with  a  layer  of  castor-oil  on  the  top. 

J.  H.  T.  (253/64).— Water-colour  Size  for  Cloth.— This  is 
a  gelatin  solution  preserved  with  spirit  and  perfumed  with 
lavender. 

D.  W.  (256/11). — Egg-preserving. — The  plan  you  refer  to 
consists  in  placing  the  eggs  in  a  solution  made  by  mixing 

Cream  of  tartar    1  oz. 

Slaked  lime  2  oz. 

Boiling  water    1  gal. 

Set  aside  until  cold,  and  put  the  eggs  in  the  clear  solution, 
where  they  are  kept  until  wanted.  This  method  has  been 
used  for  years,  but  is  now  largely  replaced  by  tho  water-glass 
process,  which  has  some  advantages. 

Summer  (256/38). — Ice-cream  Powder. — Refer  to  C.  <£  D., 
July  1,  1905,  p.  29. 

Obeo  (238/42). — A  littlo  tincture  of  spinach  will  givo  the 
green  colour  you  require  for  the  stomach-mixture.  Tho 
quantity  of  tincture  of  nux  vomica  you  use  in  the  mixture  is 
so  small  that  a  poison-label  is  not  required,  although  6trictly 
speaking  one  should  be  used. 

Claude  (5/12)  asks  what  is  "Gumpus,"'  used  with  bces\7ax, 
resin,  and  lard  in  a  scurvy  ointment  ?  We  suggest  that  gum 
thus  has  become  corrupted  to  "  gumpus,"  but  perhaps  some 
of  our  readers  can  offer  suggestions. 

Lino  (239/65). — Reactions  of  Annatto. — The  crystals  in  tho 
bottle  of  liquid  annatto  you  send  are  sodium  sulphate,  which 
has  probably  resulted  from  the  process  of  manufacture.  You 
do  not  say  whether  the  sample  is  an  average  one,  or  whether 
you  havo  collected  the  crystals  from  a  bulk  of  liquid.  As 
regards  testing  annatto,  this  is  practically  confined  to  an 
estimation  of  the  resinous  matter  and  the  comparison  of  tho 
colour  with  a  standard  sample  by  the  tintometer  method. 
Tho  chemistry  of  annatto  is  not  quitii  definitely  settled,  and 
wo  cannot  suggest  a  simple  test  that  will  tell  positively  if 
aniline  colour  is  mixed  with  the  annatto.  As  regards  tho 
resinous  matter,  the  data  that  exist  are  not  much  guide,  as 
they  vary  from  a  maximum  of  28  per  cent.  (Blyth)  to  a  mini- 
mum of  12  per  cent.  (Lawson).  One  of  the  colouring  prin- 
ciples of  annatto,  bixin,  was  studied  by  Etti  in  1874.  He  pre- 
pared it  by  digesting  commercial  annatto  1.5  kilo,  with 
80-per-cent.  alcohol  2.5  kilos,  and  sodium  carbonato  150 
grams,  at  80°  C,  rapidly  filtering,  and  treating  the  residuo 
with  60-per-cent.  alcohol  1.5  kilo.  On  diluting  the  alcoholic 
extract  with  half  its  volume  of  water  a  portion  of  the  sodium 
bixin  separates,  and  the  remainder  is  deposited  after  adding 
a  saturated  solution  of  sodium  carbonate  to  the  solution  and 
allowing  it  to  rest  for  some  days.  Zwick.  in  1897,  went  over 
Etti's  work,  and  stated  that  he  was  unable  to  prepare  bixin 
by  Etti's  method.  He  therefore  devised  a  process  of  alternate 
extraction  with  chloroform  and  light  petroleum.  Orcllin  is 
stated  to  be  another  colouring-matter  of  annatto,  but  its  e  jist- 
ence  is  not  definitely  known.  Bixin  gives  a  blue  colour  *  !th 
concentrated  sulphuric  acid,  the  colour  changing  to  ,:'',  en 
and  violet.  On  adding  water  to  the  acid  mixture  a  drop- 
green  precipitate  is  produced.  This  and  the  rose  colour 
given  by  annatto  to  cotton  fabric  are  the  usual  identity-tests, 
but  are  not  sufficient  to  ensure  the  absence  of  aniline  colours. 
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At  the  Balmoral. 

The  annual  supper  of  the  Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants', 
and  Apprentices'  Association  took  place  in  the  Balmoral 
Hotel,  Edinburgh,  on  Friday,  April  6,  Mr.  Alexander 
McCutcheon  (President)  in  the  chair.  Messrs.  J'.  Tait 
and  E.  0.  Rowland  were  croupiers.  Upwards  of  seventy 
members  and  friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  supper. 
Replying  to  the  toast  of  "The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  Board  of  Examiners,  '  proposed  by 
Mr.  John  Lothian  (Glasgow),  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott  spoke  on 
present  legislation,  saying  that  while  Earl  Crewe's  Bill 
could  not  be  regarded  as  quite  satisfactory,  in  many  respects 
the  Bill,  with  a  few  amendments,  might  be  regarded  as 
passable. — Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  (Glasgow)  gave  the  toast  of 
"The  Association,"  which  the  President  acknowledged; 
and  Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  submitted  "Kindred  Associations," 
Mr.  J.  A.  Forret  replying. — An  excellent  programme  of 
songs,  recitations,  and  instrumental  pieces  was  rendered  by 
Messrs.  Gillespie.  Gilmour,  Ireland,  Jeffrey,  Mackay, 
Mason,  Murray,  Shaw,  Tait,  and  Trail,  Mr.  James  A. 
Crichton  acting  as  accompanist.  The  arrangements  re- 
flected much  credit  on  Mr.  E.  0.  Rowland  (Hon.  Secre- 
tary). 

Dining:  in  Thanet. 

The  first  session  of  the  Thanet  Chemists'  Association  ter- 
minated on  April  5  with  a  very  pleasant  social  gathering 
and  dinner  at  Ramsgate.  There  were  about  twenty  present, 
and  the  President,  Mr.  Julian  Horrell,  occupied  the  chair, 
being  supported  on  his  right  by  Mr.  Richard  Winfrey, 
M.P.  After  the  usual  loyal  toasts  had  been  duly  honoured, 
the  Secretary  read  letters  expressing  regret  for  unavoidable 
absence  from  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  and  from  Mr.  A.  E.  fiobbs  of  Tunbridge 
Wells. — Mr.  D.  T.  Evans  (Margate),  in  proposing  "The 
Houses  of  Parliament,"  emphasised  the  importance,  at  the 
present  moment,  of  strenuous  effort  on  the  part  of 
qualified  chemists  to  secure  the  restriction  of  the  "title" 
to  those  who  have  struggled  through  difficulties — 
Minor  and  Major — to  secure  it.  The  President  and 
he  had  recently  waited  on  the  local  member  of  Parlia- 
ment and  in  a  conversation  which  lasted  an  hour  and  a  half 
had  endeavoured  to  make  clear  to  him  the  present  illogical 
state  of  affairs. — Mr.  R.  Winfrey,  M.P.,  in  responding, 
expressed  his  conviction  that  the  present  Parliament  would 
certainly  do  something  to  enable  the  chemists  of  Great 
Britain  to  obtain  at  any  rate  some  portion  of  that  con- 
sideration for  which,  for  fifty  years  past,  they  hau  been 
waiting.  Being  practically  the  first  pharmaceutical  chemist 
honoured  with  a  seat  in  Parliament,  he  assured  the  com- 
pany of  his  interest  in  all  matters  attaining  to  the  welfare 
of  the  craft,  but  at  the  same  time  he  drew  attention  to  the 
difficulties  arising  from  present  methods  of  Parliamentary 
procedure.  He  considered  that  the  status  of  the  duly  quali- 
fied chemist  must  inevitably  be  improved  should  Lord 
Crewe's  Bill  become  law,  and  he  congratulated  chemists  on 
the  fact  that  at  last  serious  attention  was  being  drawn  to 
these  matters.  Regarding  the  division  of  the  Minor  ex- 
amination and  a  compulsory  curriculum,  Mr.  Winfrey  re- 
served his  opinion,  and  concluded  by  urging  all  chemists  to 
write  individually  to  their  Parliamentary  representatives 
an  expression  of  their  views,  and  by  suggesting  that  through 
the  agency  of  chemists  members  of  the  medical  profession 
might  also  be  induced  to  send  additional  letters  enforcing 
their  arguments. — The  toast  of  "The  Pharmaceutical 
Society"  was  moved  by  Mr.  H.  R.  Gibbs,  the  Divisional 
Secretary  responding. — Various  songs,  violin  solos,  and 
recitations  were  given  by  members,  Mr.  V.  J.  Woolls  being 
an  efficient  accompanist. 

WHERE   TO  STUDY. 

The  following  educational  institutions  are  advertising  ir> 
this  issue  : 

Metropolitan  College,  160  Kennington  Park  Road,  S.E. 
London  College  of  Chemistry,  323  Clapham  Road.  8.W. 
Son     London  School,  325  Kennington  Road,  S.E.' 
Bui       ton  Correspondence  College,  T.  Charleston,  8  Cres- 

jnc  Grove,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. 
Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy,  6  Sandon  Terrace,  Upper 

Duke  Street,  Liverpool. 
Westminster  College,  Trinity  Square.  Borough,  S.E. 
Birmingham  and  Midland  College,  Birmingham. 


Coming  Events. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received  by 
the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Wednesday,  April  18. 

Thames  Valley  Chemists'  Association,  1  Claremont  Road,  Sur- 
biton,  at  8  p.m.    Annual  general  meeting. 

Edinburgh  Chemists' ,  Assistants' ,  and  Apprentices'  Associa- 
tion, 36  York  Place,  at  9.15  r.M.  Communication  by 
Mr.  J.  Lothian. 

Thursday,  April  19 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  at  9  p.m.  Mr.  W.  H.  Goy  on  "Lantern-slide 
Making." 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade  Association,  36  York  Place,  at 
10.15  a.m.  Discussion  on  "  Parliamentary  Representa- 
tion"  and  "  P.A.T.A.  and  Corporators."  . 


A  PRAISEWORTHY  SCHEME. 

With  a  view  to  bettering  the  condition  of  the  working  classes 
of  England,  arrangements  have  just  been  concluded  whereby 
special  commissioners  are  to  study  industrial  conditions 
throughout  England,  and  in  France  and  America.  The  studies 
will  include  the  safeguarding  of  employees'  lives,  and  every 
known  device  for  preventing  accidents  will  .be  examined  ; 
ideas  for  recreation  rooms  for  workers,  to  be  fitted  with  gym- 
nasiums, libraries,  and  rest-rooms,  will  be  developed.  Sug- 
gestions will  be  considered  for  providing  scientific  seating  for 
workers,  where  their  labours  permit  of  their  being  seated  for 
long  or  short  periods.  Workers'  eating-rooms,  with  free  or 
low-priced  good  food,  will  also  be  investigated,  as  well  as  the 
questions  of  sanitation,  light,  air,  and  general  hygienic  con- 
ditions. 

The  result  looked  for  will  be  to  make  the  lives  of  workers 
easier,  and  the  condition  under  which  they  work  pleasant. 
On  the  employers'  side,  benefits  will  be  derived  by  their  having 
satisfied  employees,  which  will  tend  to  add  to  the  quality  of 
their  products. 

This  work  is  facing  undertaken  by  Mrs.  Jeannette  Pomeroy, 
29  Old  Bond  Street,  London,  W.,  who  will  meet  all  the  ex- 
penses of  the  investigation.  When  once  the  commissioners  con- 
clude their  work,  a  detailed  report  will  be  made  showing  the 
best  features  that  have  been  adopted  by  the  various  countries. 
With  these  will  be  suggestions  for  further  improvements. 
Every  suggestion  will  bo  tried  under  the  direction  of  socio- 
logical experts.  Such  ideas  as  are  found  practical  will  be 
given  to  the  world.  It  is  Mrs.  Pomeroy's  idea  to  present, 
without  cost,  to  all  English  employers  working  plans,  so  that 
the  only  expense  they  will  incur  will  be  the  installation  of 
ideas  that  will  be  beneficial  to  their  interests  as  well  as  to  their 
employees. 


OPIUM-GROWING. 

The  following  description  of  a  method  of  cultivating 
opium  adopted  in  Australia  was  published  recently  in  the 
Melbourne  "  Herald,"  and  is  taken  from  the  "  Chemist  and 
Druggist  of  Australasia  "  : 

The  poppies  were  sown  in  rows  and  thinned  out  by  hoeing 
-  until  the  plants  grew  about  6  in.  apart  and  about  2  ft. 
between  the  rows.  Only  white  poppies  were  retained.  If 
a  plant  blossomed  out  into  coloured  flowers  it  was  at  once 
destroyed.  The  plants  grew  to  a  height  of  about  5  ft.,  and 
the  opium  was  gathered  from  the  green  heads  (really  the 
seed-pods)  which  developed  after  the  flowers  had  fallen. 
With  a  home-made  implement,  consisting  of  a  piece  of  stick 
about  6  in.  long,  into  the  end  of  which  were  inserted  three 
small  steel  blades,  each  green  poppy-head  was  scorod  by 
drawing  the  "knives"  across  it.  Care  had  to  be  taken 
that  the  skin  was  only  scored,  and  not  pierced.  From  these 
scores  a  milky  substance  of  the  consistency  of  cream  trickled 
down,  and  this  was  gathered  by  children,  who  followed  the 
"scorer"  along  the  rows.  The  "gatherers"  had  each  a 
tin-  can  suspended  by  a  string  round  the  neck.  The  juice 
was  simply  wiped  from  the  poppy-head  with  the  palm  of  the 
hand,  and  then  scraped  with  the  tin.  A  second  gathering, 
as  the  result  of  the  same  "  scoring,"  would  take  place  twelve 
hours  after  the  first  gathering,  but  the  substance  by  this 
time  found  on  the  poppy-heads  was  of  a  treacly  nature,  and 
had  to  be  scraped  off  with  a  knife.  The  opium  was  poured 
from  the  gathering-tins  into  flat  tin  dishes,  and  placed  on 
shelves  to  dry.  The  stuff  had  to  be  turned  each  day,  and 
pounded  with  a  knife,  and  each  day  it  became  harder,  until 
it  resembled  thick  toffee.  It  was  finally  rolled  hard  into 
balls,  each  about  the  size  of  a  cricket-ball,  and  each  ball  was 
covered  with  the  petals  which  had  been  previously  plucked 
from  the  flowers,  and  had  been  preserved  by  pressing  be- 
tween the  leaves  of  a  book. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Special  charges  are  made  for ,  Advertisements  under  this 
heading,  which  can  be  obtained  on  application. 


Replies  to  Advertisements  may  be  addressed  to  this  Office  and 
forwarded  to  the  Advertiser  for  an  additional  charge  of  6d. 
Trade  circulars  and  samples  can  in  no  case  be  forwarded. 

Mot  My  Words, 

Bat  the  words  of  my  clients,  extracts  from  3  letters  in  3  days, 
all  from  smart  chemists  with  big"  businesses.  1.  "Everything 
appreciated."  2.  "Very  good  bargain  indeed."  3.  "Very 
pleased  indeed."  If  you* want  to  increase  your  Business  write 
for  modest  fee  and  details  to 

Hill  Top, 
WEST  BROMWICH. 


Endorsed  by  Editors  of  "C.  &  D."  "  P.  J.  '  "B  &  C.  D."  and  "  Optician.' 


<tyf\  PER  CENT.  Saving.— The  cheapest  and  best  house  for  Fancy 
mL\3  Goods,  Optical  Goods,  Perfumery,  Druggists' Sundries,  Tobacco- 
nists' Sundries,  K.O.B.  Briars,  Cutlery,  Stationery,  Pictorial  Postcards, 
Bazaar  Goods,  Sponges,  Combs,  Brushes,  Purses,  Photo-frames,  Vases,  &c. 
Complete  Catalogue,  invaluable  for  those  established  or  commencing  busi- 
ness, 350  illustrated  pages,  sent  free  on  receipt  of  postage,  44.  (abroad,  6d.) 
FRA.ENKEL  BROS.,  C  Dept.,  129  &  130  Houndsditch,  LONDON. 


A   GOOD  GIFT. 

A NICE  Birthday  present  for  a  Chemist  and  Druggist,  or  apprentice 
or  assistant  to  one,  is  a  copy  of  "  The  Art  of  Dispensing "  or 
"Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  bound  in  half-morocco.  The  first-named, 
thus  bound,  is  8s.  6<2.,  and  the  second  12s.  6<?.,  with  Qd.  postage, 
both  being  obtainable  from  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST, 
42  CANNON  STREET,  LONDON,  E.C. 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE  TO  CHEMISTS  about  opening  new 
Premises. — We  have  positively  the  largest  and  finest  Stock  of  Second- 
hand Fittings  for  sale  at  Unheard  of  Prices  ;  drawings  and  full  particulars 
on  application  ;  inspection  invited  ;  shops  fitted  completely.  Rudduok  & 
Oo.,  Shop-fitters,  262  Old  Street,  London. 


NEW  LINES  WANTED.-Garlande's,  Ltd.,  Central  Chambers, 
Hastings,  are  open  to  consider  new  lines  for  Chemists,  Pert nmers,  &c, 
for  their  Travellers,  S.  and  S  W.  Counties.  Send  samples  and  full  parti- 
culars to  above.   200/50,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

A LARGE  stock  of  black  and  green  seamless  enemas  complete  in  boxes  ; 
guaranteed  for  1  year  not  to  split ;  to  clear  at  13*.  per  doz. ;  2  doz. 
for  25s.  ;  3  doz.,  36s. ;  sample  doz.  sent  carriage  paid  on  receipt  of  13s. : 
a  large  stock  of  reliable  quinine  pe?sirie3  in  long  red  boxes  of  1  doz.  labelled 
to  sell  at  Is.  6d.,  4s.  per  doz.  boxes;  2  doz.,  7s.  6<f. ;  3  doz.,  10s.  6<f. ; 
sample  doz.  sent  free  on  receipt  of  4s. ;  special  prices  for  large  quantities; 
carriage  paid.  J.  Ginsberg,  105  Stoke  Newington  Road,  London,  N. 

SHOP-FITTINGS.— 1 2  ft.  mahogany  and  plate-glaBS  serving-counter, 
£9  10s.;  12  ft.  high-class  drug-fitting,  solid  mahogany -fronted 
Irawers,  bevelled  glass  labels  and  knobs,  lockers,  cornice  shelving  and 
pilasterB,  £12  10s.;  6  ft.  wall  show-case,  solid  mahogany  pilaster!, 
oornice,  aud  adjustable  shelves,  £9  10s.;  counter-drawerB,  with  label 
spaces  and  paper  drawers,  4  ft.  long,  50s. ;  large  quantities  of  dispensing- 
lortens,  perfumery-cases,  centre  cases,  &c. ;  lowest  prices. 
PHILIP  JOSEPHS  &  SON,  93  Old  Street,  London,  E.G. 

mCA  |  I  C"  E"  M  7  C  Sy=tem  of  Account;  for  Chemists ;  re- 
V«4  \J  Cm  C  Ix  quires  no  knowledge  of  liookkeeping  ; 

three  books  in  one— Oi-h  Book,  Private  Ledger,  and  Whole-ale  Ledger. 
A  Chemist  write  - :  "  Have  found  it  all  you  claim  ;  it  only  wants  feeling 
and  it  works  itself  "  ;  price  7s.  Qd.  Particulars,  postfree,  from  McQueen 
&  Sons,  Devana  Road,  Leicester. 

CHEMISTS'  SECOND-HAND  SHOP  FIXTURES. — Ranges 
of  drawers,  counters,  dispensing-screens,  wall  and  show  cases,  shop- 
rounds,  and  all  requisites  for  Chemists ;  extensive  stock  ;  low  prices ; 
competent  men  sent  anywhere  ;  illustrated  catalogues  and  estimates  free. 
MATTHEWS,  14  and  16  Manchester  Street,  LIVERPOOL. 

ENGLISH  Honey,  last  season's,  about  5  cwt. :  6  ?.  per  lb.  cwt.  lots  ; 
B\d.  28  lbs. ;  carriage  paid  ;  simples  sent  free.   G.iffin,  292  Lich- 
field Road,  Aston  Manor,  Birmingham. 


Exchange  Column— Bargains. 

TERMS. 

One  halfpenny  per  word  with  name  and  address.      One  penny  per  word  if  we  register  the  address  and  attach  a  number. 

No  Advertisement  inserted  for  less  than  6d. 
Remittances  payable  to  EDWARD  HAISE,  and  crossed  MARTIN'S  BANK,  LIMITED. 


FOR  DISPOSAL. 

APPARATUS. 

Giving  up  business;  fine  stone  mortar,  about  2  ft.  square,  14 in.  deep, 
20  in.  inside  diameter ;  boxwood  pestle,  working  through  ring ;  bell- 
metal  mortar,  861  'D-  '•  2  gal.  tincture-press  ;  offers  invited.  Linnett, 
Banbury. 

DRUGS  AND  CHEMICALS. 

200  oz.  Howards'  quinine,  in  4  oz.  bottles;  offers  for  all  or  any 
quantity.   Drury,  Southwell. 

OPTICAL   AND  PHOTOGRAPHIC. 

Microscope  by  Obenhaeuser,  two  objectives,  two  eyepieces,  mahogany 
case  ;  sacrifice  1  guinea  ;  approval.   235/03,  c/o  Office  of  this  Paper. 

Excellent  microscope,  by  Darton,  1  and  J  inch  objectives,  two  eye- 
pieces, mahogany  case,  50s. ;  bargain.  George,  6  Fairacres  Road, 
Oxford. 

Clearing  lines. — Photographic  mounts,  1,000  plain  c.d.v.'s,  4s. ;  500 
Cabinets,  5s. ;  500  quarterplates,  2s. ;  200  8x6.  plate-sunks,  i  plate, 
5s.;  250  i-plate  slip-in,  5s.;  samples  3  stamps.  Edward  Peck, 
East  Dereham. 

PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES. 

What  offers  ?  1  doz.  Virol,  2s.  11;?.  size,  new.  231/22,  Office  of  this 
Paper. 


SHOP  FITTINGS. 

Surgery  lamp  and  right-angle  bracket.     Any   reasonable  offer  to 

Jacques,  Chemist,  Heywood. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Dental  chair  for  disposal.   Dent,  58  Hinckley  Road,  Leicester. 
No.  3  (50s.)  Century  bath  cabinet ;  as  new ;  offers.    Noble,  Chemist, 
Peterborough. 


WANTED. 

Pill-machine  ;  good  ;  to  cut  24  4-gr.  pills.  Jones,  Chemist,  Bedford. 
Oxygen  cylinders  and  fittings.   Eardley,  265  Glossop  Road,  Sheffield. 

Old  artificial  teeth  bought ;  cash  return  post   Dent,  58  Hinckley  Boad, 

Leicester. 

Seltzogenes,  two  large,  or  small  soda  fountain.    Thompson,  79  BumJ 
ley  Road,  Padiham, 

Microscope  for  medical  work.  State  details  and  price  to  Williams, 
Walcot,  Ohirbury,  Salop. 

Formula  purchased ;  hair,  skin,  complexion  ;  good  price.  W.  Lewis, 
1 2  Sheiden  Street,  London,  W. 
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